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FOREWORD 


Among the many laudable observations that may be made regarding this 
volume is the fact that it constitutes another of the scholarly Dr. Sanders’ “labors 
of love” in the history of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, a subject for 
which he has an abiding love. It is not surprising therefore that the treatment 
of the subject is done in affectionate vein. 


An accomplished historian, Dr. Sanders, regardless of closeness and affec- 
tion for his subject, throughout maintains his perennial objectivity; the writing 
reflects meticulous searching for truth and care for accuracy. In the preparation, 
he has been a tireless researcher. He scrutinized many a yellowing sheet, 
studied many a crumbling manuscript and dissected many a tedious record. 


The book is a significant contribution, not only to Presbyterianism in 
Kentucky, but in the nation as well, because it presents the history of churches, 
movements and men that have to an extent affected the Presbyterian Church 
throughout the South and Southwest. The members of the church in Kentucky, 
as well as devotees of Kentuckiana, will take pride in perusing this volume; 
also in placing it in their libraries. 

It is well known that Presbyterians had a big share in the settling of 
Kentucky; they took the lead in conquering and clearing the land; they furnshed 
a large percentage of the state's early leaders. Many of the personalities 
presented by Dr. Sanders therefore as early founders and leaders of the 
Church in the state are known already to students of Kentucky history. 


Aside from the fact that it is perhaps the only formal history of the 
Presbyterian Church in Woodford County, the book presents a narrative of 
development, depicting the interplay of theological conceptions, church or- 
ganization, opinions of ministers and laymen, effects of laws and the necessary 
changes brought about by progress. It spells out a significant ecclesiastical 
development, the impact of which influenced to an amazing extent the develop- 
ment of the entire Presbyterian Church in Kentucky. Actually, the early 
churches in Woodford County were not much concerned with county lines, 
which changed frequently, nor were their sturdy ministers. 


There are observations of which the casual reader becomes aware upon 
reading the book. Among these: the zeal of the pioneer Presbyterian leaders 
to establish churches; the cooperation among these early churches; the dissen- 
sion and schism at times occurring, which bears out the contention that it 
was a free society and that men were strong individualists, that they could 
form their own opinions; the notable number of churches that have taken a 
place in history; the large number of early ministers who became famous in 
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the history of the Presbyterian Church, among these, “Father” David Rice, 
Adam Rankin, James Blythe, Gideon Blackburn, William L. Breckinridge, Stuart 
Robinson, and E. O. Guerrant; the prominence in the state's history of many 
of the lay leaders of the early churches in Woodford County, among whom— 
to mention a few—are Col. James Trimble, Col. Thomas Marshall, Judge Caleb 
Wallace and Dr. Louis Marshall. 


In tracing the history of the churches in the particular county, Dr. Sanders 
depicts their evolution. As better roads were built and as more people tended to 
move to certain communities, many rural churches became smaller, some 
consolidated with others, some disappeared altogether. Such has been the 
tendency throughout the state, perhaps throughout a large segment of the nation. 
With the trend, it is perhaps not an overstatement to say that a very fine way of 
life began to disintergrate—certainly one that gave great strength to Kentucky 
and to the Presbyterian Church. 


Conscious of the sacrifices that Dr. Sanders made te do the research and 
to write the book, and well aware of the excellence of the completed volume, 
I am pleased to pay tribute to the author, to congratulate him heartily upon 
the achievement, and to commend the work, not only to Presbyterians, but to 
all interested in Kentuckiana. 


Hambleton Tapp 
Waveland 
November 1, 1962 
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The General Assembly Desires to Have a Written History 
of the Presbyterian Church 


In Job 31:35 we hear Job as he exclaims, “and that my adversary had 
written a book.” Job desired to have the charges against him in writing so 
he could answer them. When one tries to write the history of Presbyterianism 
in Kentucky, he wishes that our forefathers had written a book giving a history 
of the origin and progress of Presbyterianism in Kentucky. In lieu of a written 
history, we are left to conjecture in many instances. 


It is interesting to note that, in 1791, The Presbyterian General Assembly 
saw the need of a written history. The following excerpismatcm irom | the 
Assembly's Minutes and will be revealing to us: 


“Collection of materials for the History of the Presbyterian Church. 


(a) “Resolved, that Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Graham, Mr. Green, Mr. 
Hall, and Mr. Templeton, be a committee to devise measures for the collecting of ma- 
terials necessary for a history of the Presbyterian Church in North America, and that 
they report the same to this house, as soon as possible. 


“The committee appointed to devise measures for the collecting materials necessary 
for the history of the Presbyterian Church in America, made their report, as follows, viz. 


“They approve of the design of collecting materials for a history of the Presbyterian 
Church; that they have little more to lay before the house, except what is contained in 
the following overture, viz. 


“The object is to procure materials for a complete history of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States from the beginning. For this purpose the following information 
will be necessary, viz. Who were the first Ministers in America, from whence they 
came, the internal and relative state of the Churches, Where they fixed themselves, 
and when; the situation of things, so far as it affected the formation and establishment 
of a Presbyterian Church; extracts from royal instructions to Governors in the colonies, 
relating to ecclesiastical matters; laws of the colonies affecting religious liberty; accounts 
of prosecutions in consequence of those laws; when each Presbyterian congregation in 
the United States was first formed, and its particular history from that period to the 
present time; what congregations have existed which are now extinct, the causes of their 
extinction; when Presbyteries were first formed in the United States, when Synods, when 
the General Assembly. If the General Assembly should enjoin upon each of their 
members to furnish, as particularly as may be, the history of his own Church, it is 
probable that materials may be collected without much difficulty. The sooner it is done 
the better; as time, accident, and the death of ancient people, will daily destroy some 
sources of information. The materials might be brought to the next meeting of the 
General Assembly, and deposited with their clerk. 


“Your committee would further subjoin, that the old records of Presbyteries and Synods 


should, as far as possible, be examined, and that Mr. Hazard should be applied to for 
leave to inspect his collection of State papers.” (Adopted )—Minutes, 1791, pp. 38, 39. 
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(b) “The several Presbyteries were called upon for their reports, in regard to the order 
of the General Assembly, upon the subject of a collection of materials for a history of 
the Presbyterian Church in America; when it appeared that they were diligently en- 
gaged in the business referred to them, and that satisfactory communications respecting 
it might be ready for the next General Assembly. Whereupon, 


“Ordered, That the several Presbyteries be careful to continue their attention to this 
subject, and be prepared to report upon it to the next General Assembly.” Minutes, 1792, 
p- 50. 


(Similar action occurred during a series of years. See Minutes passim. ) 
A Committee appointed to write the history. 


“Whereas, the Assembly, for several years past, have been taking measures to obtain 
materials for a complete history of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, which materials, as few as they have been obtained, are in the hands of the 
Stated Clerk, and it seems expedient that the history contemplated should be entered 
upon as soon as possible; therefore, 

“Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green and Mr. Ebenezer Hazard be, and that they 
are hereby appointed to write the history of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, under the care of the General Assembly, and lay a copy thereof, 
when completed before the General Assembly; that they have the free use of the 
materials collected, and that the copyright of the history, when finished, shall belong 
to the said Dr. Green and Dr. Hazard. 


“And Whereas, there are certain Presbyteries and congregations under the care of the 
Assembly, that have not yet furnished materials for their history, though long solicited, 
therefore, 


“Resolved, That all such Presbyteries and congregations be, and they are hereby strictly 
enjoined, to do all in their power to complete their histories as soon as possible, and to 
forward them without delay to the said Dr. Green and Mr. Hazard, resident in the city 
of Philadelphia; who are her eby authorized, if they find it necessary, to write to any 
Presbyteries and congregations that may not forward to them the historical documents 
desired, and urge them to the performance of their duty, and to state to the Assembly 
the names of those Presbyteries and congregations, if such there shall be, who shall not 
ultimately furnish the information necessary. 


“And this Assembly do also hereby recommend to all the people under their care, 
especially to gentlemen of literature and leisure within their bounds, to furnish to the 
gentlemen appointed to this service, all the information in their power to give, relative 
to the history in contemplation, that the in porta work may be completed in a manner 
as accurate and satisfactory as possible.” Minutes, 1804, pa 2oice 


For several years after this the Assembly mentioned this subject, namely, 
in 1819, 1836. During these years different persons were asked to write the 
history but the work was not completed, Finally, when in 1853, it was evident 
that the history would not be written, all the historical data which had been 


collected since 1791 were given to the Presbyterian Historical Society in Phila- 
delphia. 

If David Rice had responded to the request of the General Assembly 
in 1791, and written an accurate history of the churches in Kentucky which 
had been organized prior to 1791, we would not have to guess when the first 
ten or twelve churches were organized. No one to-day can say just when 
and by whom many of our early churches were organized. 


The Versailles Presbyterian Church 


The origin of the Versailles Church is veiled in uncertainty. In 1786 
Adam Rankin was appointed to preach on Glenn’s Creek. This creek rises in 
Versailles and runs to Millville. So, Rankin could have preached in Versailles 
or some place between Versailles and Millville. In 1794, James Stewart was 
appointed to collect funds from the Glenn’s Creek congregation for the 
Kentucky Academy. 


In Virginia no dissenters could have a house of worship in the county 
seat. This privilege was reserved for the Episcopal Church alone. Not until 
after the Revolution did dissenters have churches in county seats. Many of 
the people who founded Kentucky churches came from Virginia and were 
accustomed to country churches. The early churches in Kentucky were in the 
country. It is possible that the Glenn’s Creek congregation included citizens 
then living in the hamlet of Versailles. There lies buried in the Versailles 
Cemetery, Caleb Wallace who more than any other person influenced Thomas 
Jefferson to be the author of the Statute of Religious Freedom in Virginia. 


In 1794, Colonel Thomas Marshall, father of Chief Justice John Marshall, 
and the builder of “Buck Pond”, asked the County Court to build a road from 
his home to the Court House in Versailles so he could hear Parson Shannon 
preach: 


“To the Worshipfull, the court of Woodford County—The petition of Thomas Marshall 
Senr. respectfully sheweth. 


“That your petitioner, being aged and infirm, would feel it very disagreeable riding 
through the woods to Court, where sometimes his business calls him. That he is also a 
subscriber to Parson Shannon who preaches at the Courthouse; and altho he does not 
often attend services himself, his family is desirious of doing so. 


“That until lately he, and they, traveled with tolerable convenience along a path and 
through a narrow lane between his former neighbor, Mr. Murphey, and Major Crit- 


tenden, into the main road opposite Humphrey Marshall's. 


“But since a Mr. Sharp has occupied the tenement of Mr. Murphey, this lane and 
pathway have been stopped. Whereby your petitioner and others are turned out of 
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their direct way into obscure paths almost impracticable for persons on horse back and 
totally so for any kind of carriage. And these paths being private ways are subject to 
being stopped, at the pleasure of the land proprietors. 


“Your petitioner begs leave further to represent that the way lately stopped by Mr. Sharp 
has been the common pass way for travelers, and others, going on their ordinary business 
through the neighborhood from its first settlement. That it was kept open by Mr. Murphey 
for this purpose, and that it is both a useful and necessary way to your petitioner and 
many others. 


“Wherefore your petitioner prays that your worships will order a view, and report of 
the way leading from the corner of your petitioner’s land where it joins John Williams, 
and John Crittenden, thence along the line between the said Crittenden and on the side 
of the said Williams and the land of William Stephenson, thence along the line between 
the said Stephenson and Crittenden, and on the said Stephenson’s side to the corner 
of H. Marshall’s land, thence along the line between the said Stephenson and Marshall 
and on the said Marshall’s side to the main road. 


“And your petitioner further prays that a road twelve feet wide may be established 
agreeable to the said view, and report, and for the purposes mentioned in this petition. 
And your petitioner begs permission to assure your Worships that he does not wish by 
this business to occasion any costs or expenses to the County, but on the contrary if the 
said road shall be established he will clear and keep the same in repair at his own 
expense, and pay all the damages which may be assessed by any writ of add Quad 
damnum. And your petitioner as in duty shall ever pray, etc.” 


The foregoing was dated March 3, 1794, and signed by T. Marshall and 
recorded in Order Book C at Page 4 in County Clerk’s Office in Woodford 
County, Kentucky. 


Appended to the foregoing petition was a note in the handwriting of 
Thomas Marshall, to-wit, 


“I have the consent of Mr. John Williams and Mr. Stephenson to the road above peti- 
tioned for. It will also probably be my road to Lexington.” 


When Thomas Marshall’s petition was read to the Justices of the Woodford 
County Court at the March Term, 1794, they immediately ordered that John 
Williams, H. Marshall, William Stephenson, and John Crittenden “view and 
mark a way for a road” in accordance with Thomas Marshall’s petition. 


At the May Term, 1794, the above mentioned gentlemen reported that 
they had viewed the way mentioned in the court order. As recorded in Order 
Book C at Page 17 in the County Clerk’s Office, Woodford County, Kentucky, 
they declared that “a good road may be made along the said way,” and in due 
time Thomas Marshall, his family and others were able to travel in reasonable 
comfort to hear Parson Shannon preach at the Versailles court house in 
Versailles.” 
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Parents of Chief Justice John Marshall. 
They attend Presbyterian services in Versailles in 1794. 


SR ia a 


Mary Randolph Kieth Marshall Colonel Thomas Marshall 
Wite of Colonel Thomas Marshall 


In 1811, John Poage Campbell was preaching in Versailles and in that 
year West Lexington Presbytery suggested that the congregations of Pisgah, 
Woodford and Versailles build one good edifice at “a central point” for a 
place of worship for all three congregations. 

On September 14, 1813, Versailles asked to be recognized as a congregation 
by West Lexington Presbytery. This petition was granted. So, from this date 
preaching services have continued in Versailles. 


The First Presbyterian Church Building In Versailles 


On April 5, 1822, David Campbell and his wife, Nancy, conveyed to 
john McKinney, James L. Berryman, Samuel] Campbell, William N. Cosby 
and John R. McFarland, trustees of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, two 
lots—#100 and #102—on Morgan Street, Versailles, Woodford County, Kentucky. 
On these lots a church was built, which building is now the home of Mrs. 
Stuart Hunter. We do not know when this building was erected but we know 
it was in use in 1823. It was probably built soon after 1811 when West 
Lexington Presbytery advised Woodford, Pisgah and Versailles to have one 
central building. Pisgah erected its present building in 1812 and it is reasonable 
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to suppose that Versailles desired its own church home at about the same 
time. Frequently, churches were erected on land whose owner promised to 
give a deed but often delayed in making a deed for years. 


Versailles Desires To Unite With Woodford Congregation In Calling A Pastor 


On October 22, 1823, the citizens of Versailles met in the Presbyterian 
Church when Mr. Nathaniel Hart was elected Chairman and Dr. Louis 
Marshall was elected Clerk. 


After discussion, the Chairman asked if the Versailles Church desired to 
unite with the Woodford Congregation in calling a pastor? This question was 
answered in the affirmative. 


Dr. Louis Marshall 


Dr. Marshall, son of Colonel Thomas and Mrs. Marshall, was one of the 
ablest of the early educators in Kentucky. 


In 1823, when the Versailles congregation desired to unite with the 
Woodford Church in calling a pastor, Dr. Marshall was Clerk of the meeting. 
In 1829, when Versailles separated from the Woodford Church, Dr. Marshall 
and his wife, Agatha, were charter members. Dr. Marshall left Versailles in 
1830 to become President of Washington College (Washington & Lee), Lexington, 
Virginia. When he returned to Kentucky, he placed his membership in the 
Pisgah Church. 
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When West Lexington Presbytery met in Versailles April 1, 1824, hearty 
approval was given to the Versailles request to unite with the Woodford 
Congregation. 


In the fall of 1828, the Versailles congregation desired to be separated 
from the Woodford Church. 


Records of the Presbyterian Church In Versailles 


“The undersigned members of the Versailles branch of the Woodford Presbyterian Con- 
gregation feeling a deep sense of regret on account of our church being vacated in 
consequence of the Rey. J. R. Moreland our late pastor having resigned & being per- 
suaded that no time should be lost in supplying the vacancy thus created request that 
Presbytery be convened for the purpose of dissolving our connection with the Woodford 
Church thereby placing us in a situation to call a minister who will devote the whole 
of his time to this congregation. 


Members of the Church 


John Clark 

Samuel Wingfield 
Archibald Terrill 
Nancy Brown 
Oliver Brown 
Charlotte Tillery 
Julian Christopher 
Maria Clark 
Andrew Clark 

Mrs. Francis Bohannon 
Elizabeth Bohannon 
Francis Bohannon 
William A. Cotton 
Lettitia P. Hart 
Louis Marshall 
John C. Marshall 
Agatha Marshall 
David Laudeman 


Charles S. Smith 
David L. Jackson 
John T. Parker 
Jane L. Parker 
Juliet A. Jackson 
Mrs. Proone 

Win. Proone 

Joseph P. Hamilton 
Matthew Galt 
Albert Halcom 
Andrew Elliot 
Erasmus G. McGinnis 
Mary McGinnis 
William Cleggitt 
Daniel Price 
Catharine Price 
Elizabeth Fritzeland 


Isham Railey 

John R. McFarland 
Mary McFarland 
Caroline Railey 
Mary Fergerson 

N. G. Reading 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Robert Beagles 
John Terrill 
Richard G. Jackson 
William S. Jackson 
Mary Jackson 
James Huggins 
Eliza J. Ready 
Isham Ready 

John H. Smith 
Madison Hunter 


It is interesting to note that one of David Jackson’s sons, James S. Jackson, 
was a lawyer, a member of the 37th U.S. Congress and a Brigadier General 
in the Union Army and was killed in the Battle of Perryville. 

The Presbytery appointed the Rev. Nathan H. Hall and the Rev. John 


Todd Edgar to organize the petitioners into a church. After one or two 
unsuccessful attempts the organization was effected February 3, 1829. 


Oct. 2, 1828 

che eae O The following calls Petition &c- were presented. A Petition from part of the 
Woodford Church residing at Versailles, signed by 52 of its members, together with a 
letter requesting Presby. to organize a church at Versailles. Whereas a petition subscribed 
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by a number of the citizens of Versailles & its vicinity members of the Woodford 
Presbyterian Church has been presented to this Presby. praying that they may be 
dismissed from said Woodford Church for the purpose of being regularly organized 
into a separate church—Therefore on motion, resolved, that the prayer of the petitioners 
be & it is hereby granted. 


“Resolved, That the Rev'd. N. H. Hall & J. T. Edgar be directed to organize a church 
at Versailles.” 


Records West Lexington Presbytery, V. 4, 1821-1829, p. 141-142, 148. 


see 1, 1829 

“Rey. N. H. Hall reported that he had organized a church in Versailles according to the 
pee of Presby.—but inasmuch as some of the members had difficulties in their minds 
on this subject it was made the order of the day for tomorrow morning. The Rev. N. H. 
Hall made the following report— 


“At a meeting of the Pby. of West Lexington in Sept., last, the Rev. J. T. Edgar & 
myself were appointed to organize a church at Versailles according to the prayer of 
the petitioners who had presented their petition to Pby.—the number being 52. On the 
7th day of October 1 proceeded to the place, expecting to meet Mr. Edgar, for the 
purpose of discharging the duty assigned us; but owing to unavoidable circumstances 
he did not attend. I proceeded to organize a church, stating to the congregation that 
all persons who resided within the natural bounds of what would be Ae Versailles 
Church, (belonging to the Presbyterian Church—) had a right to vote. Considerable 
difficulty arose on the subject of going into an election of elders at that time, a large 
majority of the petitioners, Major McKinny & Mr. David Campbell, members of the 
Woodford Church who had not petitioned nor rec'd. a dismission from that church, 
were elected. I ordained them elders & constituted the session of the church. On more 
mature deliberation, I was satisfied that I had no right to organize the church of 
any other persons than petitioners, & that if there had been but 20 of them, they 
were the only persons who had a right to vote. 


“A meeting of Pby. was called by Moderator at Versailles at which meeting it was 
determined that I had not complied with the order of Pby. I then moved that the 
church which I, as a regularly ordained minister, had organized, should be rec'd. 
under the care of Presby.—which was done accordingly. I then felt that I had not 
obeyed the order of Phy. —and on the 25th Decr.—having given brother Edgar notice, 
I proceeded again to Versailles for the purpose of discharging the duty assigned us by 
Pby.—But finding that arrangements had been made between the parties which I hoped 
would terminate all difficulties, I declined proceeding any further in the business at 
that time. Shortly afterwards, however, I learned that the difficulties were increasing, 
& was induced to believe that nothing but the organization of the church according to 
the order of Pby. could remove them;— therefore, in accordance with a letter rec'd. from 
brother Edgar on the subject, I attended at Versailles on the 3rd day of Feb. & did 
organize a church out of the petitioners, consisting of 34 members. Dr. J. T. Parker 
& Mr. David Jackson were elected & ordained elders—after which Mr. David Humphries 
was recd. as a member, & elected an elder of said church. The Session was then 
constituted, consisting of three elders. 


Signed (sic) — N. H. Hall 


“Resolved, that the meeting of Pby. at Versailles on the 2nd of Decr. last, called 
by the Moderator for the purpose of settling difficulties in the church there, was 
unconstitutional—because ten days notice had not been given to the members, nor any 
notice of the meeting, to the vacant churches .. . Presbytery resolved, after mature 
deliberation, that the church organized in Versailles on the 7th Oct. last was illegally 
constituted. Resolved, that the church organized there on the 3rd F eby. was constituted 
according to the order of Pby. . .” 


Records West Lexington Presbytery, V. 4, 1821-1829, p. 156-157, 158-161, 162. 


In the winter of 1828-1829, Rev. Eli Newton Sawtell supplied the church, 
and in June 1829, he was called to the pastorate of the church but declined 
the call. 


There seems to have been much trouble in getting the church started well 
on her mission, because we find that Dr. Gideon Blackburn reorganized the 
church in September 1829. 


Friday September 10, 1829, The Rev. Gideon Blackburn arrived in Versailles 
and announced his intention of holding a meeting for the purpose of settling 
existing difficulties in this church and after preaching a sermon the next day 
read the following agreement: 


“Whereas owing to the fact that there have been constituted apparently two churches 
under the name of the Presbyterian Church of Versailles and thereby discord and 
disunion have been created, therefore we who have been ranked under the different 
parties agree to the following regulation in order to secure harmony and the permanent 


blessing of the Gospel viz; 


Ist. We agree that the members of the Presbyterian Church residing in the Town of 
Versailles and in a space included by two miles around it together with such 
professors beyond that limit as shall declare their wish to be permanent members of 
said church who will submit to regular discipline and contribute their just proportion 
to the necessary expenses thereof shall be considered as the constituted church of 
Versailles regularly under the authority of Presbyterian discipline. 


“9nd. The elders formerly chosen shall not be considered as the elders of the church 
by virtue of either of the former elections. 


“8rd. We will choose four elders from the church by a majority of the votes of the 
persons as above designated. 


“4th. If any of the elders ordained under either of the elections should be chosen 
their ordination shall be acknowledged valid and the others shall be inducted into office 
by regular ordination. 


“Sth. So soon as the regular organization of the church shall take place we mutually 
agree that all the causes of disunion shall cease and the proceedings in the higher 


judicatories be entirely quashed. 


“A large majority of the members present consisting of both parties agree to this 
arrangement and the following Monday was set apart for the election of officers in 
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conformity to the foregoing agreement, at which time the following were e-ccted as: 
ruling elders of this church viz: David C. Humphreys, John T. Parker, David L. 
Jackson & Andrew Elliott. 


“David C. Humphreys and Andrew Elliott were regularly ordained by Rev. Gideon 
Blackburn as two of the ruling elders of this church. The Session. then constituted and 
appointed David L. Jackson, Clerk. 

D. L. Jackson, Clerk” 


The Church had difficulty in securing a pastor. On the twenty-fifth day 


of April, 1830, Rev. J. D. Paxton was called as pastor but declined the call. 


The Clerk of the Session seemed peeved because the next call was also 


declined. The record is as follows: 


“On the 22nd day of October, 1830, the congregation was convened for the purpose of 
electing a pastor when it was found that by unanimous consent the Rev. James C. 
Barnes (who had said much and done much to encourage us) was elected. The 
Presbytery of Transylvania to which Mr. Barnes belonged refused to dissolve the 
pastoral relation then existing between him and his congregation.” 


x 


Rev. Gideon Blackburn, who had recently resigned the Presidency of 


Centre College was called as pastor January 12, 1831 and was installed over 
the Versailles and Grier’s Creek Churches April 10, 1831. 


was 
was 
the 
the 


“April 10, 1831. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered. Nearly all 
members were present. The day was solemn. 


“The pastoral relation was constituted between Dr. Gideon Blackburn and the church 
of Versailles and Grier’s Creek in the proportion of two thirds of the labors to the 
former and one third to the latter. The salary of Eight Hundred dollars stipulated 
in the calls divided in the same porportion. Rey. N. Hall preached the sermon, Rev. 
J. T. Edgar presided and gave the charge to the minister & Rev. L. Marshall the 
charges to the church. The ordinance of baptism was administered to Jane Alexander, 
Elizabeth Alexander, Peter Alexander, Catherine Alexander, infants of Robert and 
Sarah Alexander. Elizabeth and Thomas Alexander children of Thomas and Mary 
Alexander. Elizabeth Ann Jones daughter of Elizabeth Jones. Isabella daughter of 
David and Jane Alexander. Richard Henry Tillery, son of Lolle and Charlotte Tillery. 
James Huggins Reading son of H. and Sophia Reading.” 


Dr. Blackburn served the Versailles Church until the fall of 1832, and 


succeeded by his son John Newton Blackburn. The son, like the father, 
a teacher and taught in the Grier’s Creek schoolhouse. He remained with 


Versailles Church until 1835 when the Rev. Joseph Clay Stiles became 
supply pastor. Dr. Stiles served the church until 1838 or 1839. 


On March 19, 1839 Rev. Paradise Lynn McAboy of Washington, Mason 


County, was called to the pastorate of Versailles and Grier’s Creek Churches, 


but 


declined the call. Mr. McAboy was a man of lovely character and 


brilliant talents, who was killed by the falling of a large flouring mill at 
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Murphysville, in the same county, August 29, 1839. His widow, Mrs. Mary 
Rootes Thornton McAboy was well known as a Kentucky poetess and wrote 
“Roseheath Poems”. 


Old School and New School Churches 


In 1838, the Presbyterian Church in America was divided into the Old 
School and New School Churches. The Old School believed that doctrines 
contrary to the Bible and the Confession of Faith were being taught in sections 
ot the church. 

When the Synod of Kentucky met in Paris in 1838, some of the members 
of Synod were in favor of the Old School and some were in favor of the New 
School. After much discussion it was voted that the entire Synod would adhere 
to the Old School. Things went well for a year or two. 

Dr. Nathan L. Rice and Dr. William L. Breckinridge published a Presby- 
terian paper in Bardstown entitled: “The Protestant And Herald” in which they 
made some comments on the division in the church. Some of the ministers felt 
that the editorials had not been fair to the New School. The result was that 
several ministers and their churches withdrew from the Old School Synod, 
in 1840, and organized a New School Synod. 


In Woodford County, the Harmony Church was divided and the New 
School element became the Midway Church. The Grier’s Creek Church went 
into the New School. Macedonia became a New School Church. The Versailles 
Church was divided. The New School, in Kentucky, ceased to exist after 
1859 and most of the members returned to the Old School. Some remained 
aloof until 1870 when the two branches of the church in America were re-united. 

At the time of the division, in Versailles, 18 went with the Old School and 
30 with the New School. Both churches used the building on Morgan Street. 
The New School, having the larger number, used the building three-fifths of the 
time and the Old School two-fifths of the time. 


Old School Church and New School Church Pastors and Supplies, 1840-1859 


Old School New School 

Wailliam K..Preston —_-_-._- 1841-1843 JonuEb ack iaeeeenee st: Sees 1841-1843 

John Dabney Shane ____-__- 1843 ihoritasy@lelancaeaeeeeeee 1844 

HGo betes EriCeie yl! 3 SEO 1844-1847 CiWaukennedyeeess 20s 1844-1847 

ober Breck 2). 518 1849-1850 Ben Milistaiere 20! ssa 1847-1848 

posepheW aiWallacéss_ 22212 _ 1851-1856 Jouneb enna Ziv levasmean eee 1849 

me ee antonye ss AES 1857-1862 NACA Inte meee, O7oa yee OP 1849-1850 

eleva is PONG bs Snape eee 1862-1909 eee Gra yes Seite 1851-1859 
Weal tied aeviec re “eos ihe 1859-1870 


Reunion with Old School___ 1870 
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The following members of the New School Church returned to the Old 
School Church in 1870: 


Preston B. Morrow Susan Darnell 
Emil V. Morrow Ellen Hamilton 
J. W. Mcllvain B. F. Bohon 
Mary Mcllvain S. R. Burton 
Lucinda Elliot Nancy Coons 
The Elders in the New School Church were: 

Isham Railey Andrew Elliot 
Preston B. Morrow James Stevenson 
Humphrey Jones H. C. Blackburn 


Meeting Proposed to Allot the Use of the Church Building Between 
the Old and New School Congregation 


At a meeting of the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church on the 4th day 
of May at the house of Doctor Isham Railey, present William Brown, Jr., 
Preston B. Morrow, James Huggins, Isham Railey and H. Jones, Jr. Upon 
motion William Brown was chosen chairman, H. Jones Jr., appointed Secretary. 


“It having been suggested in the way of complaint by the Session of the 
Presbyterian church in Versailles that there was a prospect of an appointment 
made and published by them would be interferred with by the minority or 
new Basis formerly a part of said church and they having called upon us as 
Trustees of said church to make a division of the time of said church agreeable 
to the Statute of Kentucky—and that each party may have notice and as it is 
necessary for the Trustees to have the members of each party or church. The 
clerk is hereby directed to notify the Elders of the minority or party of said 
church that they have met and have adjourned over until Saturday the 8th 
of this month when they will meet at 3 o'clock P.M. at and will proceed to 
divide the time of the occupancy of said church agreeable to the Laws of the 
State of Ky.” 


Use of Church Building Agreed Upon 


“At a meeting of the Trustees of the Versailles Presbyterian Church held 
in the Town of Versailles on June 9th 1841, all present for the purpose of 
dividing the time of occupancy between the majority and minority of said 
Church and from the best evidence before them they say at the time of 
division the majority had Thirty members and the minority Eighteen of the 
original church, which is as five to three. 

We therefore made the following division of the occupancy of the time 
of Said Church to say the majority or constitutional part of the church to 
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occupy the house the Ist Sabbath the minority the 2nd The majority the 3d & 
4th Sabbaths of June. The majority the Ist & 3d Sabbaths of July The minority 
2 & 4th of July The majority the lst 3 & 4 Sabbaths in August, The minority 
the 2 Sabbath in August, the majority the Ist & 3 Sabbaths in September the 
minority the 2 & 4 Sabbaths in September and so on The majority occupying 3 
Sabbaths in one month and then dividing the next month equally. Save upon 
the 5th Sabbaths occurs then the majority occupying those 5 Sabbaths in the 
proportion as 5 is to 3. The Clerk is hereby directed to notify and place a copy 
of the above arrangement in the hands of each party with the further notice 
that if the arrangement of the division of time is interferred with that we 
shall proceed by injunction to restrain the party thus trespassing until the 
same can be heard and decided by the Chancelor. 

Respectfully, 

Ink, trees, fie, (Clie 

Trustees, V.P.C.” 


Steps to a Reunion of the Old School and New School 
Presbyterian Churches in Versailles in 1870 


“At a meeting of Elders and Members of the New School Presbyterian 
Church of Versailles, at the home of P. B. Morrow on the 3rd of April 1870, 
for the purpose of taking steps for a union of the two Presbyterian Churches of 
Versailles (Old and New School) and also for the purpose of settling with 
P. B. Morrow his accounts as trustee of the Railey house. Members present 
and representing were: P. B. Morrow ) 

) Elders 
Beta bohonms) 
J. W. Mcllvain and wife 
Emily R. Morrow 
Lucinda Elliott 
Ellen Hamilton—represented by P. B. Morrow as 
requested 


B. F. Bohon was Moderator. On motion it was ordered that P. B. Morrow be 
appointed a suitable person to lay before the Presbytery of West Lexington 
the terms of union of the two churches reserving the right to collect any 
claims due the New School Church, also the right of selling and consigning 
their real estate by deed of the Trustees. P. B. Morrow reported his accounts 
of the Railey House which were received and after being examined and found 
to be correct showing a balance due P. B. Morrow as Trustee of three hundred 
and 2/100 dollars on the first day of April 1870. S. E. Burton was appointed to 
close the said account on behalf of the church. The proceedings of this 
meeting to be entered on the records of the Church New School.” 
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Versailles Presbyterian Church, built prior to 1823 


Versailles Presbyterian Church and Manse 
Now owned by the Roman Catholic Church 


Versailles Presbyterian Church 
Built 1877-1878 


Grounds & Buildings 


We have stated that in 1822 the Presbyterians acquired a lot on Morgan 
Street and by 1823 had erected a building thereon. Mrs. Stuart Hunter owns 
this property. When the church divided, in 1841, into Old School and New 
School, both churches used this building. The New School used. this property 
as a place of worship until 1859 when the New School denomination ceased 
to function in Versailles. On June 6, 1863, this property was sold for $500.00 
to Joseph C. Carter. 


(Woodford County Court, Deed Book Y, Page 142) 


The Church desired a new location, so we find on July 5, 1856 Randolph 
Railey and Margaret, his wife; Joseph C. Carter and his wife, Margaret; James 
M. Barclay and his wife, of the first part sold to Charles D. Bright, Thomas 
Carr and George T. Cotton, as Trustees of the Presbyterian Church, Old School, 
and their successors in office, of the second part, for the sum of three 
hundred dollars a lot on the west side of Washington Street “on which is 
built the new Presbyterian Church”. The Church was built in 1854 and was 
used until 1878, when the present church was built. 


(Woodford County Court, Deed Book X, Page 424) 
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After worshiping in the church at Main and McCracken Road for more 
than twenty years, a new site and church were desired. 


On May 29, 1877, Mrs. Mary R. Kinkead conveyed to the Trustees of the 
Presbyterian Church a lot on which the Church now stands. The congregation 
worshipped in this church for the first time in March 1878. 


(Woodford County Court, Deed Book 4, Pages 22-23) 


From the Christian Observer of August 7, 1878 we learn the church was 
dedicated July 28, 1878: 


“The new church in Versailles, Ky., was dedicated on Sabbath, July 28th. The house 
was filled to overflowing. The Frankfort Yeoman gives an account of the service: “The 
Rev. Dr. Edwin H. Rutherford, of St. Louis, preached the dedicatory sermon. His 
discourse, which was eminently appropriate to the occasion was full of fervid eloquence 
throughout. Several other ministers took part in the services, the Rev. R. Douglass, of 
Pisgah, offering the dedicatory prayer. The pastor of the church, Rev. G. H. Rout, gave 
a short history of the work so fuliy and satisfactorily accomplished, and alluded, in 
eloquent and touching words, to some members who had been taken from this to 
the Upper Sanctuary whilst the work was being completed. He announced, also, 
that the church was dedicated free of debt, with the exception of a small balance 
which had been duly provided for.” 


The organ for the new church was built by Pilcher & Sons, and was shipped 
to Midway and hauled from there in a wagon to Versailles because there was 
no railroad in Versailles then. 


In 1961,, the new educational building was dedicated. This building 
affords ample quarters for the social and educational needs of the congregation. 


“VERSAILLES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Me Ee aog ee Ges Ket INT Ue Gray 


YOUTARESINY PCED SCORA tT BaNTD 
A BREAKFAST 
AND 
DEDICATION SERVICE 
OF YOUR NEW EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 
OND UNDAYS UNE SL USAT 3:30 24a 1) 
ELE 
VERSAILLES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


SPECIAL GUESTS: DR. ROBERT S. SANDERS, PASTOR EMERITUS 
REVEREND GRAHAM GORDON” 
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The Olid Manse 


On January 1, 1859 John N. Markham executed a deed to C. B. Bright, 
T. P. Kinkead, Thomas Carr and George T. Cotton, Trustees of and for the 
Presbyterian Church in Versailles, for the sum of $3,900, a house and lot at the 
corner of Main and Elm Streets. This was the home of Henry Stone, then 
deceased. Dr. G. H. Rout lived in this house during his entire ministry in 
Versailles, 1862-1914. It is now the school of the Leo Catholic Church. 


(Woodford County Count, Deed Book W, Page 402) 


OnwMvarcis) 1919 R25) Berryman, s-)NMLP Stedman and Dr. A, J, A. 
Alexander, Trustees of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, deeded to John Y, 
Rout and Ulysses Turner, for $4,500.00, all the church property at Elm and Main 
Streets now owned by the Leo Roman Catholic Church. This property was con- 
veyed to the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church by John N. Markham, January 
1, 1859; Randolph Railey &c. January 5, 1856; and M. R. Kinkead, May 29, 1877. 


The New Manse 


For the sum of $4,520, R. N. Hudson and wife, Jessie C. Hudson, on April 
6, 1910, deeded to Lucas Broadhead, S. M. Stedman, H. S. Price and Joseph 
B. Minary, Trustees of the Presbyterian Church, the manse located at 170 Elm 
Street. 


(Woodford County Court, Deed Book 20, Page 204) 
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CHURCH SEXTON: Mr. George Johnson 


CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DEACONS: 
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF DEACONS: 
PRESIDENT—WOMEN OF THE CHURCH: 
CIRCLE CHAIRMEN: 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY: 


ORGANIST: Mrs. Railey Fishback 


Mrs. D. W. Slaughter 


Mr. Frank Bohannon, II 


Mr. John Robinson 


Mr. Gentry McCauley, Jr. 


Mrs. George Gregory 
ad 


NO. 1—Mrs. Robert Glidden 
NO. 2—Mrs. Zane Young 


Evening Circle—Miss Dorothy Guyn 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT: Mr. David Shipp 
(after Jan. 1, 1963, Mr. George Semones will be new Superintendent). 


CHOIR DIRECTOR: Mr. Lowell Yandell 


*Original Elders, in 1829, when the church was organized 
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Mr. Elmer Downey 


Some Early Elders and Deacons 


David C. Humphreys* 


Andrew Elliott® 
John Todd Parker* 
David L. Jackson* 
William E. Ashmore 
Samuel Wingfield 
Dr. Isham Railey 
William M. Nourse 
Thomas Carr 
William M. Todd 
Charles D. Bright 
William M. Dickey 
Daniel Branch Price 


J. S. Moore 
J. W. Smith 
J. W. Berryman 


Elders 


Preston B. Morrow 

A. J. Alexander 

Thomas Sublett 

E.. N. Berryman 

B. F. Bohon 

William Hawkins Graves 
Charles H. Talbot 


Dr 


. William Wason 


Hubbard White 

Dr, A. J. A. Alexander 
John Willis Berryman 
Robert Stuart Berryman 
George Taylor Fishback 


Deacons 


R. B. Willis 
George Mc. Fishback 
W. C. White 


Directory Of 
Elders And Deacons Of 
Versailles Presbyterian Church 
From 1942 to the Present 1962 


Deacons 


Dr. N. E. Berry (died August 24, 1961) 
R. R. Fishback, Sr. (deceased) 
Duncan Hamilton (died 1944) 
J. M. McCreight 
Dan Woodward 
Randolph Stone 
Vincent B. Howard, II 
Wilbur S. Sutherland 
Ben W. Thompson 
(died December 15, 1961) 
Mack Brown (died December 22, 
1961) 
William Crain 
James Lewis Guyn 
Scott G. Miller, Jr. 
William P. Morton 
John Love Stout 
D. W. Slaughter, Jr. 
Don McGinnis 
Edwin Barnes 
Forrest Turner 


Gentry McCauley, Jr. 
Homer Hughes 
Ee) sErestons or; 
Frank Bohannon, Jr. 
Kenneth Rush 
Robert S. Adams 
John Robinson 
J. Irvine Hughes (dicd August 18, 
1960) 
R. R. Fishback 
William D. Fishback 
Frank Newell 
Joseph Arnold 
John Willmott, Jr. 
Fred Kirchhubel 
David C. Little 
John Hartley 
George Semones 
Stuart Brown 
Frederick Hoppy 
Hiram Hogg 


Elders 


W. K. McCabe 

A. A. Bowmar (deceased) 

Dr. George Gregory 

Fred Rump 

Elmer Downey 

Van H. Edwards (deceased) 
Wm. St. Clair Stuart 

Leroy Bonta (died 1948) 

James Guyn, Sr. 

David Stout (died Jan. 20, 1961) 


Dr. Hambleton Tapp 

Vincent B. Howard, II 

Dr. N. E. Berry (died Aug. 24, 1961) 

Mack Brown (died December 22, 
1961) 

William D. Fishback 

Kenneth Rush 

Forrest ‘Turner 

Miles Chapman 

George Semones 
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Presbyterian Church Membership 


Name 
Adams, Mrs. James 
Adams, Miss Rebecca 
Adams, Robert 
Adams, Mrs. Robert 
Adams, Mrs. Roe Reed 
Alexander, Dr. A. J. 
Alexander, Alexander III 
Arnold, Joseph 
Arnold, Mrs. Joseph 
Arnold, Joseph Jr. 
Arnold, Miss Norma 
Baker, Mr. & Mrs. W. F. 
Barnes, Mrs. Isabel 
Bartlett, Mrs. Louise 
Berryman, Miss Lillian 
Berryman, Wheatley 
Berryman, Mrs. Wheatley 
Blackburn, Larry Wayne 
Blackburn, Mrs. Willard 
Blagraves, Miss Nancy 
Bohannon, Mrs. Florence 
Bohannon, Frank III 
Bohannon, Miss Mary 
Boston, Anita 
Boston, Mrs. William 
Bradley, William Ernest 


Brewer, Mrs. Robert McAfee 


Brown, Stuart 
Carey, Mark Andrew 
Carroll, Mrs. Jack 
Carter, Conrad 
Carter, Mrs. H. N. 
Carter, Otis 
Carter, Mrs. Robert 
Carter, Mrs. William 
Chapman, Miles 
Chapman, Mrs. Miles 
Cook, Miss Sue Carol 
Cox, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Daughter Lindsey 
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Address 


184 Broadway 

184 Broadway 

Spring Station Pike 
Spring Station Pike 
230 High Street 
Spring Station 

Spring Station 

341 Lexington Street 
341 Lexington Street 
341 Lexington Street 
341 Lexington Street 
157 High Street 
Dunbar Apartments 
Route 3 

142 High Street 

211 Montgomery Avenue 
211 Montgomery Avenue 
189 Marilyn Avenue 
189 Marilyn Avenue 
168 High Street 

123 Broadway 

123 Broadway 

Green Street 
McCowans Ferry Pike 
McCowans Ferry Pike 


Third Street, Lexington, Ky. 


Route Harrodsburg, Ky 
Route 3 

Elm Street 

Nicholasville Road 
Iceland 

Green Street 

Route 3, Frankfort, Ky. 
111 St. Clair Street 
Frankfort, Ky. 

264 Lexington Street 
264 Lexinton Street 
Gaston Lane 

Lexington Pike 


Telephone 
Number 


dias 
TR 
TH 
Be 
TR 
Te 
LB 
ime 
TR 
leas 
TR 
Ale 


Abe 
TR 
Hele 
Wes 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 


TR 


Ds 


TR 


Tikes 


TR 


TR 


TR 
bia 


3-3793 
3-3793 
6-3602 
6-3602 
3-4803 
3-3261 
3-3261 
3-4952 
3-4952 
3-4952 
3-4952 
3-3587 


3-4203 
3-4793 
3-4793 
3-3483 
3-3483 
3-4415 
3-4782 
3-4782 


3-3697 
3-3697 


Crain, Ann 

Crain, Ben 

Crain, William 
Crain, Mrs. William 
Curry, Mrs. Albert 
Curry, Aileen 

Curry, Mae 

Curry, William II 
Curtis, Mrs. John 
Dennison, Mary Etta 
Downey, Barbara Jo 
Downey, Charles 
Downey, Jean Leigh 
Downey, Elmer 
Downey, Howard 
Elmore, John Jesse 
Elmore, Mrs. W. L. 
E:yster, Mrs. Wm. B. 
Eustice, Mrs. Rickey 


Fishback, Betsy 
Fishback, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Fishback, Miss Ezza 
Fishback, Miss Frances 


Fishback, Mrs. Randolph, Sr. 


Fishback, Railey 
Fishback, Mrs. Railey 
Fishback, Randy 
Fishback, William D. 
Fishback, Jr., Wm. D. 
Fitzgerald, Jack 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. Jack 
Forsythe, Miss Jean 
Gay, Jimmie 

Gay, Sallie 

Giles, Kay 

Giles, Lois 

Giles, Mrs. Stanley 
Glidden, Mrs. Robert 
Grady, Bob Cowan 
Grady, Mrs. Catherine 
Gregory, Dr. George H. 
Gregory, Mrs. George H. 


Steele Pike 

Steele Pike 

Steele Pike 

Steele Pike 

Laval Heights 

Laval Heights 

Laval Heights 

Boston Drive 

220 Montgomery Avenue 

125 Highview Drive 

Highland Avenue 

Highland Avenue 

Highland Avenue 

Steele Pike 

231 Boston Drive 

337 Amsden 

Route 3, Frankfort, Ky. 

Elm Street 

805 Crescent Road, 
Lunenburg, Mass. 

Aiken Pike 

141 Stout Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 

McCracken Pike 

118 Elm Street 

Aiken Pike 

Aiken Pike 

Aiken Pike 

McCracken Pike 

McCracken Pike 

South Main Street 

South Main Street 

128 Morgan Street 

Stout Avenue 

Route 1 

100 Cleveland Avenue 

100 Cleveland Avenue 

100 Cleveland Avenue 

Huntertown Pike 

141 Stout Avenue 

141 Stout Avenue 

233 Rose Hill 

233 Rose Hill 


TR 
aks 
aR 
R 
TR 
TR 
TR 
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TR 


TR 


TR 
TR 
TR 


TR 
TR 


TAG 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
15a 
TR 
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TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
GR 
TR 
TR 
TR 


3-4259 
3-4259 
3-4259 
3-4259 
3-4655 
3-4655 
3-4655 


3-4055 
3-3841 


3-3998 


3-3375 
3-3713 
3-4463 


3-4157 
3-3811 


3-4225 
3-4985 
3-4157 
3-4157 
3-4157 
3-42.25 
38-4225 
3-5144 
3-5144 
3-3337 
3-4561 
353-4478 
3-4571 
3-4571 
3-4571 
3-3538 
3-3811 
3-3811 
3-3652 
3-3652 
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Gregory, Miss Julia 
Gregory, South 

Guyn, Dorothy Nave 
Guyn, James Lewis 
Guyn, Mrs. James Lewis 
Guyn, Mr. Jim 

Hall, Mrs. John W. 
Hamilton, Mrs. Jeannette 
Harris, Miss Margaret 
Hartley, Miss Jeannette 
Hartley, John 

Hartley, Mrs. John 
Hartley, Mrs. Stella 
Hogg, Charles Henry 
Hogg, Hiram 

Hogg, Mrs. Wm. St. Clair 
Howard, Alva 

Howard, Mrs. Alva 
Howard, Cecil 
Howard, Mrs. Cecil 
Howard, Vincent B. II 
Howard, Mrs. V. B. II 
Howard, Ben III 
Hughes, Homer 
Hughes, Mrs. Homer 
Hughes, Mr. M. M. 
Hunter, Miss Graddy 
Jesse, Wm. McDonald 
Joseph, Beverly 
Joseph, J. Z. 
icsephaeNitsas| ss: 
Joseph, Robert 

Kay, Tommy 
Kirchhubel, Fred 
Kirchhubel, Mrs. Fred 
Lancaster, Mrs. Thomas 
Little, David C. 

Little, Carey 

Little, Kent 

Little, Lucy 

Lowe, Mrs. Robert 
Martin, Mrs. William 
Miller, Mackenzie 
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233 Rose Hill 

233 Rose Hill 

320 South Main Street 
304 South Main Street 
304 South Main Street 
320 South Main Street 
244 Rose Hill 

200 Montgomery Avenue 
215 Rose Hill 
McDonald Drive 

207 Wooldridge Lane 
207 Wooldridge Lane 
McDonald Drive 
McCowans Ferry Pike 
Lexington Pike 
Tyrone Pike 
McCracken Pike 
McCracken Pike 
Highland Avenue 
Highland Avenue 
McCracken Pike 
McCracken Pike 
McCracken Pike 

145 Stout Avenue 

145 Stout Avenue 
Shaw Avenue 

221 Rose Hill 

Route 3 

118 Shaw Avenue 

118 Shaw Avenue 

118 Shaw Avenue 

118 Shaw Avenue 

158 Broadway 
McCracken Pike 
McCracken Pike 
Winchester, Ky. 

110 Maple Street 

110 Maple Street 

110 Maple Street 

110 Maple Street 
Hillcrest Avenue 

238 Highview 

Morgan Street 


iin 
TR 
OG, 
Stik 
shin: 
TR 
TR 
TR 
giles 
Ailes 
ER 
Lik 


TR 


TR 
TR 
ans 
TR 
Ne: 
TR 
TR 
Alles 
TR 
TR 
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ah 
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TR 
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3-3652 
3-3652 
353-3462 
3-3986 
3-3986 
353-3462 
3-3342 
3-4582 
353-4842 
3-4937 
3-3213 
3-3213 


38-4725 


3-3420 
3-4218 
3-4218 
3-4973 
3-4973 
3-3772 
3-3772 
3-3772 
3-4895 
3-4895 


3-3563 


3-4976 
3-4976 
3-4976 
3-4976 
3-3302 
3-4335 
3-4335 


3-4778 
3-4778 
3-4778 
3-4778 


3-4134 
3-4637 


Miller, Mrs. Mackenzie 
Miller, Mrs. Scott, Sr. 
Miller, Scott, Jr. 
Moffett, Mrs. Wilbur, Jr. 
Montague, Mrs. William 
McCabe, Miss Margery 
McCabe, William 
McCauley, Floyd 
McCauley, Mrs. Floyd 
McCauley, Gentry 
McCauley, Mrs. Gentry 
McCauley, Gentry Jr. 
McCauley, Graham 
McCord, Mrs. Evan 
McCreight, J. M. 
Newell, Frank 

Newell, Mrs. Frank 
Nichols, Bertha 
Nichols, John Jr. 
Nichols, Miss Mabel 
Nutter, James M. 
Nutter, Mrs. James M. 
Olson, Mrs. James 
Olson, Ann 

Preston. 11. |. 

Preston, Mrs. T. J. 
Preston, Tommy Lyter 
Rasnick, Mrs. Ber 
Reece, Mr. Fred 
Reece, Mrs. Fred 
Richards, Lindsey 
Robinson, John 
Robinson, Mrs. John 
Rump, Fred 

Rush, Karen 

Rush, Kenneth 

Rush, Kenneth Randolph 
Rush, Mrs. Kenneth 
Semones, Billy 
Semones, George 
Semones, Mrs. George 
Shipp, David 


Morgan Street 

112 Elm Street 

189 Elm Street 
Henton Court 

Route 1 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
221 Morgan Street 
200 Elm Street 

200 Elm Street 

3050 Morgan Street 
350 Morgan Street 
300 Morgan Street 
119 Preston 

135 Elm Street 

180 Broadway 

937 Lane Allen Road 
937 Lane Allen Road 
McCracken Pike 
Broadway 
McCracken Pike 
Woodlawn Drive 
Woodlawn Drive 
104 Blackburn Court 
104 Blackburn Court 
146 Stout Avenue 
146 Stout Avenue 
Cynthiana, Ky. 

122 Maple Street 
149 Elm Street 

149 Elm Street 


Troy Pike 

Troy Pike 

117 Montgomery Avenue 
148 Elm Street 

148 Elm Street 

148 Elm Street 

148 Elm Street 

(In Service) 

190 Marilyn Avenue 
190 Marilyn Avenue 
106 Elizabeth 


iis 
TR 
TR 


TR 


GR 
TR 
10s 
TR 
TR 
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TR 
TR 
TR 
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TR 
TR 


1s 
1s 
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3-4637 
3-4272 
3-4968 


3-4286 


353-4122 
3-4352 
3-4352 
3-3542 
3-3542 
3-3542 
3-4094 
3-3402 
3-4542 


3-4664 
3-4246 
3-4137 
3-4137 
3-3712 
3-3712 
3-4482 
3-4482 


3-4713 
3-3623 
3-3623 


3-3315 
3-3315 
3-477] 
3-3506 
3-3506 
3-3506 
3-3506 


3-4795 
3-4795 
3-3245 
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Shipp, Mrs. David 
Shouse, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 
Shryock, Elaine Cynthia 
Shryock, Glenda Lee 
Shryock, Hampton 
Shryock, Mrs. Hampton 
Shryock, Mrs. Jack 
Shryock, Nickie 
Slaughter, D. W. Jr. 
Slaughter, Mrs. D. W. Jr. 
Slaughter, Mary Lee 
Stedman, Harvey W. 
Stout, Betsy 

Stout, Mrs. David 

Stout, John Love 

Strange, Mrs. Albert 
Sbeeave, Vvalllienaay sie. (Clean 
Stuart, Mrs. William St. Clair 
Sturgeon, Mrs. Ray 
Surratt, Dwight 

Surratt, Mrs. Dwight 
Sutherland, Mrs. David 
Sutherland, Mrs. Howard 
Sutherland, Norman 
Sutherland, Mrs. Norman 
Sutherland, Wilbur S. 
Sutherland, Mrs. Wilbur S. 
‘Tapp, Hambleton 

Tapp, Mrs. Hambleton 
Lapp, Kay 

Tapp, Zee 

Taylor, Mrs. Marvin 
Thompson, Mrs. Ben 
Whirman NirssaVenG: 
Turner, Mrs. Forrest 
Turner, Forrest 
Virmers|ean 

Turner, Mrs. J. Miller 
Turner, Pete 

‘Turner, Ronnie 

Tuggle, Mrs. Guy 
Wilson, Mr. Marion 
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106 Elizabeth 

516 Beech Ave. 

113 Highview Drive 
113 Highview Drive 
113 Highview Drive 
113 Highview Drive 
135 Camden Avenue 
135 Camden Avenue 
261 Morgan Street 

261 Morgan Street 

261 Morgan Street 

200 Montgomery Avenue 
Shaw Avenue 

Pinckard Pike 

Pinckard Pike 

Route 3, Frankfort, Ky. 
Blackburn Court 
Blackburn Court 

Laval Heights 

137 Walnut Street 

137 Walnut Street 
Route 1 

239 Montgomery Avenue 
245 Macey Avenue 


245 Macey Avenue 
Macey Avenue 
Macey Avenue 

205 Cardinal Avenue 
205 Cardinal Avenue 
205 Cardinal Avenue 
205 Cardinal Avenue 
234 Collins, Richmond, Ky. 
Route 3, Milner Pike 
151 Rose Hill 

Dry Ridge Road 
Dry Ridge Road 
Dry Ridge Road 
McCracken Pike 
Dry Ridge Road 
Dry Ridge Road 
Gaston Lane 

Macey Avenue 


TR 


Hide 
TR 
digi: 
TR 


3-3245 


3-3265 
3-3265 
3-3265 
3-3265 


TR 3-13707 
TR 3-14801 
TR 3-14801 
TR 3-14801 


TR 
TR 
TR 
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TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
ai 
TR 
TR 
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TR 
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TR 
AM 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
TR 
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3-3634 
3-4996 
3-4238 
3-4238 


3-3579 
3-3579 
3-3934 
3-4282 
353-4282 
3-4478 
3-4863 
3-4657 
3-4657 
3-3622 
3-3622 
3-4507 
3-4507 
3-4507 
3-4507 


3-3429 
3-3492 
3-4577 
3-4577 
3-4577 
3-3973 
3-4577 
3-4577 
3-4610 


Wiedo, Diane Route | 
Married to Webb Suter, 
now living in Louisville 

Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lexington Pike 


Whitaker, Mrs. Ronald High Street Reo 320 
Willmott, Mr. and Mrs. John — Lexington Road TR 3-3352 
Young, Mrs. Zane 114 Shaw Avenue TR 3-4427 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF 
VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY 


The Women of the Church 


By S. B. Broadhead (Mrs. Lucas Broadhead) “Okalee” Versailles, Kentucky 
the following sketch of the work of the women which has ever constituted 
so large a part of the work of the Versailles Presbyterian Church is contributed: 


“The interest of the women of the Versailles Presbyterian Church in 
missions began many decades ago. 


Dr. Gelon H. Rout became pastor of the Church in 1862. Early in his 
ministry a missionary society was organized in the home of Mrs. Margaret 
C. Carter, wife of Joseph Coleman Carter, and she quite a young woman 
became the first president. 


The name of the Society was gradually evolved from “The Ladies 
Missionary , “The Ladies Aid Society”, “The Pastors Aid Society”, along with 
“The Home Society”, “The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society” to the present 
“Auxiliary Society’ with attendant sectional Circles No. 1, No. 2, No. 3— 
“The Girl's Business Circle” making the 4th. 


In 1861 Miss Emma Railey, aged nineteen, married the Rev. Alexander 
Henry, and in 1863 went with him to India as a missionary, leaving at home 
her one year old baby (who afterward became a missionary to the Indians in 
Indian Territory.) 

Without a record to prove it, we take it for granted that a missionary 
society must have been already formed in the Church at the time Rev. and Mrs. 
Henry left for the Foreign Field. 


Dr. Rout was the beloved pastor of the Church for 47 years (one is 
tempted to say the Chaplain of the County for many years) resigning September 
26, 1909. Made Pastor Emeritus for his remaining four years, he died April 3, 
1914. 

ings ccas.LOw 1909 fbr. Henry Wades Dus Bose. then tarstudentat. the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Louisville was called to fill the pulpit— 


[25 | 


was graduated, summer of 1910. He resigned May 11, 1914; preached his 
farewell sermon June 21, 1914. 


Rev. E. Carlyle Lynch was called June 28, 1914; preached first time Aug. 
2, 1914; remained 12 years; resigned April 4, 1926; his last sermon was. 
delivered April 11, 1926. 


Rev. George Belk of North Carolina, called on July 17, 1927 preached 
his first sermon Aug. 7. Resigned and departed Sept. 1931. 


During Dr. Rout’s pastorate the missionary society met at the parsonage 
on the 3rd. Friday of each month, at 3:00 o'clock. For an interval, while 
the annex of the Church was being built, it was appointed to meet each time 
at the home of a member. 


In 1912 collections for the building were made. Since Feb. Ist. 1914 
meetings have been in the annex. 


Nov. 1919 Mrs. Scott Vanmeter of Lexington came down to explain “The 
Church Circle Plan” and we began to take notice of Mrs. Winsborough and her 
organization. At this time Mrs. Farra organized “The Young Ladies Society” 
and “The Junior Circle”. March 18, 1927 decision was made to return to the 
“old way’—monthly Friday meetings and missionary programs. 


Then there being only two “Circles” it was proposed to distribute funds 
according to percentage made by the Assembly. 


Nov. 1919 was the first mention of “Hostesses” to serve dinner (or 
luncheon) for “all day” meetings. Last one on record is March 1930. On Feb. 
17, 1921 Mr. Lynch requested evening dinner for “Men and Boys”. This 
custom (now monthly) continues. 


The “Auxiliary” met first in the year 1920—Jan. 23rd. “The Ladies” (or Pastor's) 
“Aid” was retained because of the desire of a valuable member. “All day 
meetings were held in the church parlors with lunches served. The mornings 
were spent in sewing for Red Cross, hospitals, orphanages, mountain schools 
etc. At first the Auxiliary met quarterly, met at 3:00 in the afternoon and 
considered the program as outlined for Auxiliaries. 


Supplement— No. 1 


It is regarded as a misfortune that the Session Books, recording the history 
of the Church previous to Dr. Rout’s ministry, were burned a number of 
years ago in the home of an Elder and faithful Clerk of the Session for 
eleven consecutive years (up until within a few weeks of his death)—William 
M. Dickey, Esq. 


Rev. Robert L. Breck was pastor of the Church during the years 1849 and 
1850 and certainly part, if not all, of 1851. He was called to a church in Inde- 
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pendence, Missouri, April 20, 1852. Established his Macon, Georgia, church 
in June 1852. 


Dr Lindsey Blanton was Dr. Rout’s predecessor and resigned in 1861. 


Supplement— INO pe 


1912 was an important year in the history of the Versailles Presbyterian 
Mission Societies. Cornelia Rout’s beautiful Christian life was then ended, 
both of her parents surviving her. It was determined to rebuild the Church 
Lecture room, with additions, as a memoria] to her and it was to be called 
The Cornelia Rout Memorial. 


The same year the church sent Rev. Mr. Washburn as a missionary to 
the Belgian Congo. From the Versailles church he went in April 1912 and he 
has done fine work there ever since. In 1931 he made his third visit home. 
With unabated interest and enthusiasm in his work he returned to the foreign 


field. 


Supplement— No. 3 


In reviewing the books of the Versailles Societies one finds there has 
always been in the Church a small band of noble Christian women who have 
worked and given unselfishly—with personal sacrifice. Announcement at a 
meeting in Oct. 1914 by Mr. Lynch, was that the Versailles Societies were the 
3rd. per capita in giving to Foreign Missions in the Presbyterian Church, USS. 


In 1914 a letter from Mrs. Knight suggested the adoption of the New 
Constitution. In 1915 four Secretaries were appointed: Local Home Missions, 
Assembly Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Educational and Ministerial Relief. 


Since that time many missionary books and lives of missionaries have been 
reviewed by the members. A class for the Study of Missions was organized 
in 1915. 


In 1921 a new impetus was given to the Societies by the Progressive Plan 
and they have never been better organized than at this present time (1933).” 


Versailles Presbyterian Church 
PRESIDENTS—Women of the Church 


1942-1943 Mrs. William McCabe (now deaseased) 
1944-1945 Mrs. Gentry McCauley 

1946-1947 Mrs. Vincent Howard 

1948-1949 Mrs. Evan McCord 

1950-1951 Mrs. Wheatley Berryman 


1952- 
1954- 


1956 
1957 
1958 


1959- 
1961- 
1962- 


1953 irs, (Pee) a eecotom 

1955 Mrs. Railey Fishback 
Mrs. Vincent Howard 
Mrs. Kenneth Rush 
Mrs. Willard Blackburn 


1960 Mrs. Joseph Arnold 
1962 Mrs. James Cox 
1963 Mrs. George Gregory 


NOTE: The minutes show that the first mention of “Women of the Church” instead of 


“Auxiliary” was cn April 20, 1948; therefore, it is assumed that the change was 
made at that time. 


In his address in 1930 upon the 110th anniversary of this church, Dr. 


Charles Eric Mount used these words: 


“In reviewing the history of the church for the past 110 years, I have scarcely touched 
the real glory of the church. That is to be found in the Christian character and gracious 
influence of its members. The power and effect of these things would be Para ilc 
to estimate. I pause to mention some who entered the ministry or mission service: 


Mrs. Emma Railey Henry, Missionary to India. 
Mr. Aiexander Henry, Minister. 

Miss Mary Henry, Missionary to the Indians. 
Miss Eliza Kinnaird Talbot, Missionary to China. 
Miss Elizabeth Talbot, Missionary to China 
Mr. Addison A. Taibot, Missionary to China. 
Mr. GC. H. Talbot, Minister. 

Dr. A. J. A. Alexander, Missionary to Korea 

Dr. Wiley H. Forsythe, Missionary to Korea. 
Miss Jean Forsythe, Missionary to Korea. 

Mrs. H. M. Washburn, Missionary to Africa. 


There are perhaps others of whom I do not know and any information which any of 
you can give me will be appreciated. Opportunity is not given to mention even a few 
of those who have served faithtully in oe capacities nad to mention a few would 
be unfair to others, whose service while equaily valuable may not have been so well 
known. But in my mind’s eye I see them, back through the years, holding aloft the 
banner of Christ, Godly Elders, faithful Deacons, efficient Trustees, loving teachers, 
consecrated leaders and devoted members. Many of them have passed into the great 
Beyond, but they have left to us a noble heritage. Many who have gone out from 
these walls to various parts cf the world share with us this noble heritage. The past 
looks down upon us.” 


First Meeting of West Lexington Presbytery in Versailles, Kentucky 


April 1, 1824 


The first time that Versailles entertained Presbytery was April 1, 1824, 


when West Lexington met here. 
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The meetings were held in the Methodist Church. Why they were not 
in the Presbyterian Church is not stated in the minutes of the Presbytery. There 
was a Presbyterian building in Versailles at that date. 


Rev. James Blythe was Moderator and Rev. John Breckinridge was Clerk of 
the Presbytery. 


The Presbytery passed a resolution of thanks, as follows: 


“Resolved, that thanks of Presbytery be presented to our brethren of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, for the use of their house during our session here; and also to those 
young gentlemen of Versailles who have furnished the Presbytery with wood.” 


A very interesting communication was laid before Presbytery by My. 
Marshall which is as follows: 


“October 22, 1823, the citizens of Versailles met in the Presbyterian Church in that 
town agreeably to notice previously given. The Rev. Eli Smith delivered a sermon on 
the occasion, after which, Mr. Nathaniel Hart being unanimously called to preside, and 
Louis Marshall appointed secretary they proceeded to take into consideration the 
propriety of uniting themselves to the Woodford congregation, for the purpose of calling 
a pastor to reside among them. After some observations made by different persons 
present, the Chairman put the question, ‘is it the wish of this congregation to unite with 
the Woodford congregation, for the purpose of calling a joint pastor to preach one half 
his time at Shannon Meeting House, the other half at Versailles. forming one congrega- 
tion, but having two places of preaching?’ which passed in the affirmative. 


Louis Marshall, SECY.” 


After Presbytery had heard this communication, Rev. Nathan H. Hall and 
Rev. Robert Stuart were appointed a Committee to bring in an answer. The 
Committee reported thus: 


“Whereas a communication was presented by a number of the citizens of Versailles 
praying Presbytery for permission to unite themselves with the Woodford Church. There- 
fore, resolved, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted, and that as many of them 
as may be connected with the adjoining churches be recommended to obtain regular 
dismission for that purpose;—and we do hereby most cordially recommend all orderly 
efforts without delay to secure the settlement of a pastor within the limits.” 


Deed for a Church Pew 


An unusual deed is on record in the Clerk’s Office in Woodford County 
Court. It is a deed for a church pew which reads as follows: 


“This indenture made this 22nd day of November in the year of our Lord 
one Thousand eight Hundred and twenty four between Samual Campbell, 
Percival Butler, William B. Blackburn, William H. Cosby, James L. Berryman 
and John R. McFarland (Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in the Town of 
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Versailles) of the one part and William S. Hunter of the County of Woodford 
and State of Kentucky of the other part, 


Witnesseth——That the said Hunter having purchased a Pew Number 
forty in the Versailles Presbyterian Church, Kentucky for thirty Dollars and 
receipt in full of which is hereby acknowledged, Now the said Trustees for 
themselves and their successors in office do hereby convey to said Hunter, his 
heirs and assigns forever said Pew Number 40 to have and to hold the said 
pew hereby conveyed unto the said Trustees for themselves and their successors 
in Office the said Pew Number 40 unto the said William S. Hunter his heirs 
and assigns, against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons 
whatsoever do and will forever warrant and defend by these presents; provided 
that always the said pew shall not be used for any other purpose than that of 
religious worship. 


In Witness Whereof the said Trustees have hereunto set their hands and 
seals the day and year above written. * 


This pew number 40 was deeded to the said Hunter and his heirs forever. 
One wonders what became of this pew when the house in which the pew was 
located ceased to be a place for religious worship. We must remember that 
Hunter and his heirs had a title forever, and the pew could only be used for 
religious purposes. 


It is interesting to note that William S. Hunter has a decendant, Miss 
Graddy Hunter, a member of the Presbyterian church today, but she does not 
sit in pew number 40. 


Versailles Presbyterian Church Members in The First World War 


Dr. A. J. A. Alexander Henry P. Vance 
Moffatt Brandenburg Roger Cassell 
Norman Sutherland James Irvin Hughes 
Harvey W. Stedman Leander C. Stedman 


Grier’s Creek Church Members in First World War 


James Adams Wesley Sutherland 
Ray Bartlett Wilbur Sutherland 
Guy T. Bartlett Raymond Lewis 


Winter Bartlett 
"Deed Book K, Page 320 Woodford County Court, Versailles, Kentucky 
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Versailles Presbyterian Church 
Versailles, Ky. 


Our Honor Roll of World War I 


Adams, Dan Breck Kirk, John M. 
Adams, Roe Reed, Jr. McConnell, I. R. 
Alexanders: Dr A J: Miller, MacKenzie 
Anderson, Paul Miller, Mason 
Bartlett, John Layton Miller, Scott, Jr. 
Bonta, Jas. McDonald Noland, Irvine 
Crain, Wm. Slaughter, D. W., Jr. 
Dick, Douglas Steele, Winston 
Downey, Elmer Stone, Randolph 
Downey, Howard Stout, John Love 
Fishback, R. Railey Sutherland, James 
Flora, Frank D. Thompson, John 
Hogg, Chas. H. Whiteside, Thomas 
Howard, Vincent B. Young, John 


Kerns, James Benjamin 


Related To Our Members 


Alexander, Kenneth Lloyd, Arthur 
Downey, John Wm. Mattingly, Dudley 
Dunbar, Henry Seeley Noland, Eugene 
Fishback, Wm. Stedman, Lea 
Jackson, Stanley, Jr. Stickel, Robert 


Johnston, Jas. 


Pastors and Supplies 


In the long history of the church, about thirty five ministers have had a part 
in bringing the Versailles Church to its present condition. Many of these 
supplies were here for only a short time, but among that number were many 
who played an important part in the Presbyterian Church in America. Space 
forbids even a thumb sketch of each of these faithful servants of God. Their 
records are on high. 


There have been only twelve installed pastors of the church: 


Gideon Blackburn George Washington Belk 
Robert Levi Breck Charles Eric Mount 
Lindsay Hughes Blanton Robert Stuart Sanders 
Gelon Hann Rout Graham Gordon 

Henry Wade DuBose Kenneth Lester Christy 
Ernest Carlyle Lynch William Bertelle Eyster 


Pastors and Supplies of the Versailles Church 


It is difficult to compile a complete list of the ministers who have ministered 
to the Versailles Church. Several ministers supplied the church for short terms 


in the same year. 


On October 17, 1786, when Transylvania Presbytery was in session in the 
court house in Danville, Adam Rankin, pastor of Pisgah Church was instructed 
to supply Glen’s Creek, Licking and North Fork of Elkhorn. Glen’s Creek could 
have been where Versailles is now. Glen’s Creek rises in Versailles today. In 


1794 Samuel Shannon preached in Versailles. 


Adam RankinsatsG len si Greek gee tee oe 1786- 

samueleshannon@) ie ee eee 1794- 

John Poave Campbells. em ee ee oe eee 1810-1812 
Roberta ars la | ee en seg ee ee eee 1815-1818 
James Bly thegeam - Sees f 228 ee eee 1818-1823 
James #M cChord See 28: See * 6 See eee eee 1818-1819 
Robert aie Cunning hain eee eee ie ee 1821-1821 
Robert Hamiltong. BisiO ps is. 2 2. === == == =e renee 1821-1821 
James “Marshal li eee ee 1824-1824 
Johns Hudsont. 23" 22 ao ne ee 1824-1824 
William*Hendérsongee se 2 ee eee 1824-1824 
Eli; Smith: oct eae ee ee, ae ee eee 1824-1824 
Eli Newton'oawtets se se = eae eres eee 1828-1829 
Gideon'tBlackburitg: 219 ee oe ee 1831-1832 
JohngNewtongB ackburmg. es. 5 ee ee eee 1833-1834 
Hatten We! Dunlap Sse es ee eee ee ee eee 1835-1836 
Josepha ClayeStiles, 225 j.0a see. oe. ee 1836-1838 
WilliamihGbinsonsbreston = === see eee nen 1841-1843 
John. Da bneysss late es oe 9 eee ee 1843-1843 
Jacob\Eishbacksirice ss s0ee= a= semen © ees 1843-1847 
RobertelieviiiBreckmpee 2 = 270. =) See See 1849-1850 
[festroleuayiailenes: MWaMlbre ss 1850-1856 
Lindsayahuehes) blarnton st ee lees eee ee 1857-1861 
GelonSiiannahoutbastor 2 os.) 2a 2 ee 1862-1909 


elon Hann Routsbastomtmentis: 0... nr 1909-1914 
Henry WV ades Du Boscgeeeeees 5) Fae 1910-1914 
Ernest. Carly les le yric eee ere ee 1914-1926 
(SCOreGa VV aShingtonm Del keene |. a eee 1927-1931 
G@harles: Grig=M Otters see ae) = 5 0s) oe ee 1932-1942 
\A\oleyevmeuoiaibler sthelelenS oy fy Eee ee 1942-1951 
Craham, Gord0ni === eeeee = ee ee eee 1951-1955 
William) Winch, supplyeromvLC™ COrdOnss sae 1953-1954 
cwine anna, esp Dye a ae oe ene eeeeree 1954-1954 
einen Wemieety (OMVERIAY oo eee ee 1955-1960 
hilar Dertelle: ISVS Ce imme ane ee ee eeeeeaeeere renee 1962- 


Pastors of the New School Church, 1840-1859 


fel Bic kee ee SP oo ee eee 1841-1843 
We GIG RATG! 24 2. 2 ae lr eee ae 1844-1844 
Pe OLComyy aC tOUMNCNNCCY — o> ae mere 1845-1847 
Sap VaR WES Lae oo 2 ey ie ee ot See 1848-1848 
FRE AIS Dae) SAO ACT ANY ee crt ee 1851-1859 


Associate Pastors of the Versailles Church 


Robert Leslie Kinnaird Robert McLellan Cochran 
George McAllister Telford 


Assistants to Dr. Gelon Hann Rout 


William Edward Cave John Van Lear 
James Robertson Bridges John Miller Wells 
John Stonestreet Van Meter James Henry Taylor 
Henry Miller Joseph Glass Venable 


Robert Campbell Gilmore 


Rev. Henry Miller 


Dr. Rout’s Assistants 
Dr. Rout had seminary students to assist him in the summer. Among these 
assistants were the following: 


William Edward Cave, born 1851—died 1910. Pastor of First Church, Paducah, 
Kentucky 1883-1910. 


James Robertson Bridges, born 1852—died 1930. Pastor of several churches; 
President of fevers College for Women: editor of Presbyterian Standard 


1911-1930. 
John Stonestreet Van Meter, born 1845—died 1904. In Morgan’s Cavalry, C.S.A.; 


pastor of several churches. 


Henry Miller, born 1855—died 1911. Served several churches in Kentucky; pastor 
of Berecde Church, Rockbridge County, Va. 1901-1911. 


Robert Campbell Gilmcre, born 1867—died 1943. Served churches in Virginia and 
North Carolina. 
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John Miller Wells, born 1870—died 1947. Pastor First Church, Wilmington, 
North Carolina 1901-1921; Sumter, South Carolina 1924-1947; President 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 1921-1924; Moderator of the General 
Assembly 1917. 


James Henry Taylor, born 1870—died 1957. Pastor of several churches in 
Kentucky. Central Presbyterian Church, Washington, D.C. of which church 
President Woodrow Wilson was a member. Dr. Taylor conducted Mr. 
Wilson's funeral. 


Joseph Glass Venable, born 1877—died 1928. Pastor Riverside Church, Jacksonville 
Florida 1912-1921; First Church, Norfolk, Virginia, 1922-1925; First Church, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 1925-1928. 


All of these men rendered distinguished service for the church. We are 
fortunate in having letters from Dr. Wells, Dr. Taylor and Dr. Kinnaird telling 
of their work as assistants to Dr. Rout. 


Rev. James McCord John Dabney Shane 
Supplied the Versailles Church Supplied the Versailles Church 1843 
1818-1819 
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Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D. 


Rey. Gideon Blackburn, D.D. 


Rev. Gideon Blackburn was born in Augusta County, Virginia August 27, 
1772, the son of Robert Blackburn and his wife whose family name was Richie. 


In his boyhood he moved to Washington County, Tennessee where he was 
placed under the tuition of Rev. Samuel Doak for his classical training. His 
theological course was under Rev. Robert Henderson. 


After completing his education he moved to Maryville, Tennessee and 
founded Providence Church. In 1803 he preached to the Cherokee Indians and 
brought many to Christ. 


After serving in Maryville he moved to Franklin, Tennessee in 1811 where 
he established several churches in the surrounding communities. 


He served the First Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky 1823 to 1827 
when he became President of Centre College serving until 1830. 


On April 10, 1831, he was installed pastor of the Versailles and Grier’s 
Creek Churches. After serving these churches for several years he moved 
to Carlin, Illinois, where he was active in educational work and helped organize 


Blackburn University. He died August 23, 1838. 
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Dr. Blackburn was one of the foremost pulpit orators in America in his day. 
The following is a sample of his descriptive power: 


“I have given you this specimen of his preaching to illustrate as well as I could that 
particular point in which, as a preacher he most excelled. I doubt whether Whitefield 
himself, in this particular, surpassed him. One specimen I have given—I could give 
many more. A gentleman told me that he heard him preaching one day from John iii. 
14—"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,” &c.; and that, after he had 
spoken of one and another being stung by the serpents, and of the terror of the camp, 
and when every one was in a state of intense excitement, occasioned by the picture 
which he had drawn, and which they seemed to see, suddenly starting back, “There,” 
said he, pointing in a given direction, “see that woman! one of the serpents has just 
struck her, and she is fainting.” In a moment every eye was actually turned in the 
direction toward which he pointed.”* 


“Dr. Blackburn was much above the ordinary stature. In his manner he 
was easy, gentle, mild, courteous, affable, but always dignified. Not only was 
he eloquent, but a laborious and successful preacher. He made many tours in 
the United States; his vacations were uniformly spent in traveling from place 
to place, often preaching night and day, and always followed by weeping, 
wondering, admiring audiences wherever he went; and even during the 
sessions of academy and college, often have I known him, mounted on horse- 
back on Friday afternoon, to dash ten, twenty, and even thirty miles, preach 
four or five times, administer the communion on Sabbath, and return on Monday 
morning in time to be in his chair in the lecture room at 9 o’clock.”** 


*Annals of The American Pulpit; or Commemorative Notices of Distinguished American 
Clergymen of Various Denominations, By William B. Sprague, D. D. Vol. IV at Page 45. 


**General Catalogue of The Centre College of Kentucky, Danville, Kentucky, 1890, Page 6. 
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Rey Robert Levi Breck, DIDs LD. 


Rev. Robert Levi Breck, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Levi Breck, D.D., son of Judge Daniel Breck and his wife, 
Jane Briggs Todd, was born in Richmond, Kentucky May 8, 1827. He was a 
student in East Tennessee University in 1844 and graduated from Centre College 
in 1845. He attended Western Theological Seminary, 1845-6, and graduated 
from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1848. On June 28, 1849, he was ordained 
and installed pastor of the Versailles Church by West Lexington Presbytery. 
In 1850 he resigned the pastorate of the Versailles Church and moved to 
Frankfort to become agent for the missionary society. His other pastorates 
were: Macon, Georgia, 1851-1858; New Albany, Indiana, 1858-1860; Richmond, 
Kentucky, 1860-1861; Maysville, Kentucky, 1661-1864; Richmond, Kentucky, 
1865-1866; Richmond and Silver Creek Churches, 1868-1874; Chancellor of 
Central University, 1876-1880. In 1881 he left the Southern Presbyterian church 
and was a member of the USA Church until his death in 1915; Pastor First 
Church, Berkeley, California, 1881-1883. He retired and lived at San Luis Obispo, 
California, 1884-1911; he lived in Palo Alto, California from 1911 until his death 
February 15, 1915. 


Dr. Breck was Moderator of the Synod of Kentucky in 1865 and presided 
over the opening session in 1866 when the Synod was divided. 
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He was the author of the following books— 
“Episcopacy” 
“On The Mission Of The South” 
“Pastor & People’s Journal” 


“Transylvania Presbytery. 


In addition to the above books he wrote many articles for papers and 
magazines. 


Dr. Breck was married two times: (1) Miss Martha Green Rodes of Richmond, 
Kentucky, July 20, 1847. She was the mother of his children. (2) Mrs. Margaret 
Breckinridge, widow of Rev. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge, D.D. There was no 
issue from this marriage. 


Westminister College, Missouri conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
upon him and Davidson College, the LL. D. degree. 


At the meeting of San Francisco Presbytery held June 8, 1915, the following 
resolution was adopted: 


“Rev. Robert L. Breck, D.D., LL.D. the oldest ordained minister in the Presbytery of 
San Francisco, and one of the oldest in the Synod of California, entered into rest on 
Feb. 15, 1915, in Palo Alto, California, at the ripe old age of eighty-eight years. 


“Dr. Breck came from one of the leading families of Kentucky. His father, Daniel Breck, 
sat for several years on the bench of the Supreme Court of that State. His grand-father, 
of the same name, was one of the first graduates of Princeton College and Seminary, 
and a pioneer minister in the early settlement of that region. Dr. Breck was ordainec 
to the Gospel ministry on June 28, 1849, when twenty-one years old, his pastorates being 
in the States of Kentucky and Georgia. During the troublous times of the Civil War 
and the days preceding when the separation took place between the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. and the Presbyterian Church, U.S., he was one of the foremost figures in Church 
and State. 


“His health breaking down, he came to California about 1890. He served as pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley for several years and then lived quietly at 
San Luis Obispo, until he moved to Palo Alto, about 1902. 


“Dr. Breck was a profound student, delving deepest into the great questions of philosophy 
as they touched upon the doctrines of our Christian religion. As an ecclesiastical law- 
yer he had no superiors in his day, and few equals; he ce his talents always on the 
side of peace and unity. His cultured manner, his unfailing kindness and kindly, genial 
good humor bound a host of friends to him even down to abi age. 


“We rejoice that God gave to him so long and abounding a ministry. Only the last great 
day shall reveal the fruitage of so long a service.” 


(Copied from the original record by Chaplain C. M. Drury, USNR, June 25, 1948, 
San Anselmo, California. ) 
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Rey. Lindsay Hughes Blanton, D.D. 


Rey. Lindsay Hughes Blanton, son of Joseph Blanton and his wife Susan 
Walker, was born in Cumberland County, Virginia, January 29, 1832 and died 
in Danville, Kentucky, September 17, 1914. He graduated from Hampden- 
Sydney College in 1853 and from Danville Theological Seminary in 1857. 
He was licensed by Louisville Presbytery in April 1857 and ordained by West 
Lexington Presbytery March 26, 1858. He served the Versailles, Kentucky 
church from 1857-1861; Salem, Virginia, 1861-1868; Chaplain in the Confederate 
Army, 1863-1864; pastor Paris, Kentucky, 1868-1880. 


In 1880 he became Chancellor of Central University in Richmond, Kentucky 
and held that office until 1901 when Central University was consolidated with 
Centre College when he became Vice President of the united institution 
and served until his retirement in 1907. 


Dr. Blanton was married two times. On October 6, 1857 he married in 
Danville, Kentucky, Miss Elizabeth Irvine who was the mother of all his children. 
On August 17, 1904, he married Mrs. Myra Bracken of Lebanon, Kentucky. 


Dr. Blanton, as Chancellor of Central University, exerted a wide influence 
in the state of Kentucky. One who was well acquainted with him said that 
he was on easy speaking terms with more people in Kentucky than any other 
person in Kentucky. 


Doctor Blanton was exceedingly slender. He used to tell this on himself: One 
summer while in the North he was very anxious for some cornbread. His 
hostess, not accustomed to Southern Cooking offered to make some for him. 
It was unlike what Dr. Blanton desired. The hostess told him if he would tell 
her his receipe she would follow it. He told her the simplest way to make 
the bread apart from sugar and other ingredients. When he was eating the 
bread, she said, “And you eat that stuff?” “No wonder you look like a fence 
rail.” 

Dr. Blanton’s resignation to the Versailles congregation, in 1861, throws 
an interesting sideline on the political situation in Versailles at that time. He 
wrote that he knew that the majority of the congregation were Union sympathizers 
and he was not. So, he felt he should leave and go where the people were of his 
political feelings. 


Reverend Gelon Hann Rout, D.D. 


As I see it and attempt it, a brief character sketch of Doctor Rout’s long 
useful and remarkable life is as though an order has been given for a vest 
pocket edition of the dictionary in large print. 


Gelon Hann Rout was born in Mercer County, Kentucky, February 18, 1832, 
the eldest child and only son of Sally Hann and Joshua Rout. 
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It has been a tradition in the family that he was a precocious child. I find 
no record nor did { hear from him or others any statement concerning his early 
school days, where they were spent or what he accomplished. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that he graduated from Centre College when he was seventeen years old; 
where he was known by his fellow students and the faculty as having a brilliant 
mind and as being endowed with the added gift of unusual and forceful speech. 
His choice of words in his every day conversation, while by no means studied or 
stilted, marked him as a master of the English language. 


After graduating from Centre College he entered at once upon the study of 
law. It is not surprising that his natural and acquired talents should have led 
him into that field of endeavor. He read law for awhile under several 
distinguished Kentucky jurists of that day and also studied at Transylvania 
University. Having graduated from that institution he was admitted to the bar 
and began the practice of his profession at Stanford, Kentucky. 


While a student at Centre College he had fallen in love with Mary 
Breckinridge Young, eldest daughter of Reverend Doctor John C. Young, 
President of Centre College. They were united in marriage by Doctor Young 
at his home on the campus on April 23, 1856. It was a great and long to be 
remembered occasion, a double wedding, the other couple being Caroline 
Josephine Young, her next sister, and Reverend Rutherford Douglas, who had 
just graduated from the seminary at Danville, Kentucky. 


While his practice of law was brief, he nevertheless made an impression upon 
the members of the legal profession as a man of unusual attainments. I have 
often heard that a brief which he filed in a civil suit was long looked upon in 
Frankfort and referred to as a conspicuous illustration of condensed logic in 
which lucidity and potency were admirably blended. Just here I recall that 
when suit was brought by the Versailles Church for damage done by the 
railroad which had made a deep cut through the entire length of the church 
property, and when many witnesses had testified pro and con as to the amount 
of the damage done, Doctor Rout was put upon the witness stand. At once the 
courtroom became silent and tense with interest and expectation. After having 
answered one or two routine questions briefly, a number of questions were 
asked in rapid succession when Doctor Rout began to argue the case as was his 
custom. Cautioned by the opposing counsel that he was a witness and not an 
advocate, he was asked: “Please state to the jury in a sentence just how much 
damage in your opinion had been done by the railroad to the church property.” 
As quick as a flash and with the accustomed trinkle in his eye, he replied, “The 
factor in that equation which makes it impossible of solution is that the damage 
is both irreparable and interminable.” The leading lawyer for the railroad 
turned to his associate and said, “That settles it,” and it did for the church 
received every dollar that it asked for. 
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It was while practicing law at Stanford that he was converted. The call 
of the Christ came loud and clear and his heart at once made reply. His 
interpretation of the Gospel was such as to convince him that for himself there 
was only one choice to be made, only one work to be done, only one service: 
to render. He was not the victim of the slightest doubt that God had called 
him to preach. No doubt the influence of his splendid wife was a contributing 
factor in his conversion, and he was accustomed gratefully and graciously to say 
that what success he had attained as man and minister was due to her. He 
returned with his wife and child to Danville, where without interruption he 
pursued his course in theology. The church at Versailles extended to him the 
call about the time of his graduation. This call he accepted and became pastor 
of the church September, 1862. 


As one who knew him long and intimately, I am convinced that the same 
gracious providence which controlled his selection of a wife was also in control 
when he accepted the call of the Versailles Church, as during all the years of 
his married and ministerial life the union between husband and wife and 
pastor and people had, in the opinion of those who knew them, the sanction of 
divine authority and was “Until death do us part.” : 


Two children were born to Doctor and Mrs. Rout, John Young Rout and 
Cornelia C. Rout. The latter died many years ago never having been married. 
John spent his life in Versailles, where he was universally popular, and where he 
was greatly beloved by a host of friends. He died at his home in Versailles 
1939. Mrs. Evan McCord (Katherine Rout, daughter of John Y. and Susan 
Scearce Rout) is the only survivor of that family. But from that union of pastor 
and people souls born into the kingdom during all those years of fruitful 
ministry will rise up and innumerable company and call him blessed, for God 
gave him many souls for his hire. 


Doctor.and Mrs. Rout’s home “The Parsonage” was the center of a social and 
spiritual life, created an atmosphere all its own and exercised an influence not 
only on the members of his congregation, but upon the life of the community 
which was both beautiful and beneficient. 


His first sermon after reaching Versailles was index to his character and 
in keeping with his daily life, and ministry during the years of his sojourn 
with that splendid and devoted body of people. He chose for his text First 
Corinthians, 2-2, “For I determined not to know anything among you save 
Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.” When we remember that he became pastor 
when the bitterness of the old and new school division had not been forgotten 
and that the passions and prejudices which during the war between the states 
were to split the church were already formenting strife and that in those terrible 
days of the war when families were rent assunder, he remained and continued 
to be the pastor beloved and trusted by his entire congregation regardless of 
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political and ecclesiastical leaning and that the church was not split, we're lead 
inevitably to the conclusion that he kept absolutely the vow which he made to 
his church and to his God. 


As a pastor he was unsurpassed. He was a true shepherd. His sympathy 
-was deep and genuine. He knew his people by sight and name. He knew them 
in their homes, the only place in which a pastor can know his congregation. He 
was a wonderful judge of man’s nature. He was ever lenient in his judgment 
of others but not of himself. Of himself he was most exacting. He was tender 
in his remonstrances and reproofs. I have had men tell me that while they 
had dreaded and shrunk from the ordeal of an interview with him they always 
felt better and had a better opinion of themselves when he was through with 
them. This because his whole ministry was constructive. His personality was 
like a tonic. His cleanness was contagious. His heart's desire for them was 
that they might be saved. He had many sheep in his flock that were not of the 
Presbyterian fold. Woodford County, which he loved devotedly, was his parish. 
He never sought to proselyte. The sinner was the object of his solicitude. 
Christ for the sinner was the goal of his desire, he loved God’s people and 
sought daily to add to their number. 


Where there was need, sorrow, or distress, there was the field of his 
endeavor. He rarely needed to be told where he could be of help; it was his 
heart’s desire and he was sensitive, not to the faults, but to the needs of 
others. His power to discover a need was almost as great as his purpose to be 
helpful in the presence of it. 


As a preacher he was generally popular, interesting, and instructive. I can’t 
imagine that he ever bored anyone. In his early years he was a constant and 
critical reader, never an omnivorous reader. He allowed himself no time for 
trash. He was familiar with the classics, he was at home with history, his 
sermons were most frequently doctrinal with an evangelistic appeal and exhorta- 
tion. More and more the Bible became for him the source of his thinking and 
preaching; he kept it near him and read it constantly. He believed in it 
implicitly and quoted it accurately. Most of his illustrations were drawn 
from the Bible. Benjamin B. Biggstaff, one of John Morgan’s best known scouts 
during the war, a very brave and dissipated man, after having been thoroughly 
regenerated, was made an elder in the Presbyterian Church and sent as a Lay 
Evangelist to the Kentucky mountains. He was one of the most spiritual men 
I have ever known and was greatly beloved by the Presbyterians of Kentucky 
a generation ago. After listening to one of Doctor Rout’s greatest sermons he 
said to me, “Did you ever see a good woman with a basket full of bread and 
scraps broken up and feeding it to the chickens big and little? And did you ever 
see a little chicken having a hard time getting something with all of the bigger 
ones running over him and his capacity for helping himself very limited? And 
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then haven't you seen him run in and get a small crumb and another and 
another and again and again until the little chicken had all he could hold? 
Well, that is the way I am when I hear Doctor Rout preach; much that he gives 
out is too big for me, but when he spreads those hands of his that almost talk 
out over the congregation and lowers his voice and looks at those that are 
near the front (and that is where I always am) I know that it is my time to get 
something. And again and again I get it, until I am fed full, just as full as I can 
hold. He never fails to give me a full spiritual meal.” 


It is probably that no man so gifted as he was ever so willing and anxious 
to use other men of lesser talents in his pulpit. I recall what he said at the 
meeting of Presbytery at his church when the church and Presbytery celebrated 
the fortieth anniversary of his pastorate in reply to Dr. Van Lear who had 
referred with much wit and humor to this trait, that if some of his friends 
in the ministry had tried his plan they, too, might have had long pastorates. 
In this connection I had a most interesting experience when the Presbytery of 
West Lexington met at Wilmore. We were guests of Doctor Guerrant. That 
afternoon when we had gone up to our room and he was lying on the bed he 
said to me, “My son, I’m sick.” He was and I knew that he was. Said he, 
“I am to make an address tonight on foreign missions. I was appointed at the 
last Synod; as you know, I have not been well and have not made proper 
preparation for that address. I want you to take my place.” I had been 
preaching about a year and I was shocked at the thought of such a thing. 
Looking steadily into my eyes he said, “I will give you five dollars to do this for 
me. When I told him that I could not think of it, he said, “T will give you ten 
dollars.” I replied, “Uncle Gelon, I would not disappoint the Synod in the first 
place, and in the second place, I would not make a fool of myself before the 
Synod for ten dollars.” He replied, “Well, if you won't do it, get out of here 
so I can excogitate a method of procedure.” Tis needless to say I made a hasty 
escape. I heard Doctor Rout on many occasions in sermons, addresses, and 
debates throughout the years but never have I heard him when I thought he 
rose to greater heights of eloquence, was more logical or more scriptural 
or had a more attentive audience than upon that occasion. At the conclusion 
of his address Doctor Miles Saunders of the Springfield Church said to me, 
“Gelon Rout is the handsomest speaker on the floor of our Synod and is without 
a peer in his power of analysis.” That night when we had gone to our room 
I said, “Aren’t you glad that I didn’t attempt to take your place? I have never 
heard so good an address on foreign missions.” “Do you really think I treated 
the subject as its importance demands? After you went out of the room this 
afternoon, I told the Lord that if He would give me strength of body and mind 
for tonight, I would never again allow myself to be caught unprepared, sick 
or well.” His method was that of excogitation. He told me he had not written 
a sermon since his return from Europe in 1880. Prior to that time, he had written 
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his sermons. He was neither physically nor mentally lazy. He was utterly devoid 
of worldly ambition. He was called to many of the best pulpits of our church and 
to chairs in our theological seminaries, but he willingly and wisely remained in 
Versailles, where he was certainly happier, more beloved, and probably more 
useful than he would have been in any other field. He was accustomed to say 
when asked for the reason of his long pastorate that his people were very 
tolerant and the rest of the world wholly indifferent. He was spiritually alert and 
grew in grace as long as he was in the flesh. I can see him now at the last with 
eyes closed and fingertips touching, spending much of his time in silent prayer. 
All of which reminds me of the last two stanzas of the poem dedicated to Doctor 
Rout upon the occasion of his fortieth anniversary as pastor and written by my 
mother: 


“Over the bridge of faith and hope 
We send this constant, fervant prayer 
That God this well, beloved life 

For many happy years will spare. 


“Sustain with clear unfaltering trust 
His steadfast soul till life is past 
Then to the joys of heaven supreme 
Receive his ransomed soul at least.” 


Recalling that occasion which so appropriately and beautifully honored 
Doctor Rout as both citizen and pastor, the personnel of that superb body, 
those who spoke, those who sang, many of the words of the speakers and then 
the memory beholding him as he came forward with not a little embarrassment 
to make his inimitable reply, “It is a joy to know assuredly that his path was as 
the path of the just, shining more and more until the perfect day dawned, until 
the morning broke, and the shadows fled away.” 


Rutherford E. Douglas 


LOUISVILLE 2, KY., MARCH 2, 1960. CHRISTIAN OBSERVER NO. 9 
Death of Dr. Henry Wade DuBose 
Contributing Editor of the Christian Observer 


“Rev. Henry Wade DuBose, B. A., B. D., D. D., minister, educator, author, 
and for thirty-eight years contributing editor of the Christian Observer, died 
February 11 at the home of his sister in Sweet Briar, Virginia, after a long illness. 


Dr. DuBose was born in Spring Hill, Tennessee, May 18, 1884, the son of 
William Thompson DuBose and Lucy Wade DuBose. 
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Rev. Henry Wade DuBose, D. D. 


He was graduated from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, in 
1904 with the Bachelor of Arts degree. After teaching for a time in a boys 
preparatory school, he entered the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, graduating in 1910 with the Bachelor of Divinity degree. 
Licensed and ordained in 1910 by the Presbytery of West Lexington of the 
Synod of Kentucky, during the next thirty-four years he served with great 
usefullness the following pastorates: Versailles, Kentucky, 1910 to 1914; Govern- 
ment Street Church, Mobile, Alabama, 1914 to 1919; First Church, Danville, 
Virginia, 1919 to 1922; First Church, Spartanburg, South Carolina, 1922 to 1937; 
Highland Park Church, Dallas, Texas, 1937 to 1942; Trinity Church, Montgomery, 
Alabama, 1942 to 1944. 


Since 1922 Dr. DuBose has been contributing editor to the Christian 
Observer. During most of the thirty-eight years of his relationship with the paper 
he wrote a large number of editorials, some of which were widely republished 
in other papers. In the past several years his contributions had been fewer. His 
editorials always carried the marks of careful thought, sincere devotion, and 
clear and forceful style. Often some of them were so long remembered by our 
readers that again and again there were requests that they be republished. 


In 1944 he went to Richmond, Virginia, as president of the General 
Assembly's Training School for Lay Workers (now the Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education), where he remained until he reached the age of retirement. 
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He also served as president of the American Association of the Schools 
of Religious Education and on the board of trustees of a number of Presbyterian 
institutions. He was the author of “We Believe,” a book on the Apostles’ 
Creed, a revised edition of which was recently published. Since his retirement 
he supplied several vacant pulpits including the First Presbyterian Church of 
Wilmington, North Carolina, and the Laurinburg, North Carolina, Presbyterian 
Church. 


Dr. DuBose is survived by his wife, Mrs. Marie Webb DuBose; two 
sons, Henry Wade DuBose, Jr., of Charlotte, North Carolina, and Rev. William 
T. DuBose, of Laurel Hill, North Carolina; one sister, Mrs. Alfred C. Barrow, 
of Sweet Briar, Virginia; and three grandchildren. 


Dr. DuBose was unusually effective as a preacher and pastor, being greatly 
beloved in all the churches he served. As an educator he was an excellent 
teacher and administrator. As an editorial writer few could equal him in the 
presentation of devotional themes.” 


hs 
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Rev. E. €. Lynch 


Rev. Ernest Carlyle Lynch 
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(Written by Mr. A. A. Bowmar) 


One of the most useful, most earnest, most devoted ministers who has 
served the Versailles Presbyterian Church was the Rev. Ernest Carlyle Lynch, 
who became pastor on October ilth, 1914, and continued the relationship until 
April 21, 1926. 


Mr. Lynch possessed a cultured and well-trained mind, and his sermons 
were clear, direct and forceful. He was faithful in the discharge of every duty, 
but his greatest excellence was as a pastor. He sought unceasingly to bring 
souls to his Master and to increase the usefulness of the Versailles church. He 
was extremely useful to the Grier’s Creek Church during a priod when this was 
especially needed. His charming personality added to the value of his complete 
devotion to the cause he served. 


Ernest Carlyle Lynch was born at Evening Shade, Arkansas, on July 29th, 
1878, the son of Richard Wesson Lynch and his wife Sarah Augusta Fanchier 
Lynch. He was graduated from Arkansas College, in Batesville, Arkansas, in 
1901 and from Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, in 1904. 


Mr. Lynch was licensed by Montgomery Presbytery in 1904 and was 
ordained by the same Presbytery in 1905. His first pastorate was at Buchanan 
Church and group in Virginia from 1904-1908. He was pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Covington, Virginia from 1908-1912. He was called from 
there to Trinity Presbyterian Church in Kansas City, Missouri in 1912. He served 
this church until 1914, when he accepted a call to Versailles, Kentucky. 


On October 11, 1914, the following Commission from the West Lexington 
Presbytery installed him as pastor of the Versailles Church: Rev. J. D. Wallace, 
D.D., presided, preached and propounded the constitutional questions. Rev. 
J. P. Smith charged the pastor and Ruling Elder W. K. Massie charged the 
people. 


From Versailles, Kentucky, Mr. Lynch went to Wilson, North Carolina, where 
he served as pastor for about 19 years, when ill-health forced his retirement. 


On April 9th, 1908, Mr. Lynch was married to Miss Linda Holmes Beveridge, 
of Richmond, Va., who survives him, with two sons, Ernest Carlyle Lynch, Jr., of 
Lexington, Virginia and Irving Beveridge Lynch, of Baltimore, Maryland, and one 
daughter, Mrs. Neill K. McShane, of Washington, D.C., and three grandsons, 
Ernest Carlyle Lynch 1, Edward Houston Lynch and Irving Beveridge Lynch, 
Jr., one brother, Hubery Elliot Lynch, of Clarendon, Ark., and one sister, Mrs. 
Milton L. Watt, of Beverly Hills, California, also survives. 


Mr. Lynch died at Wilson, North Carolina, November 21, 1946. Funeral 
services were held at the First Presbyterian Church in that city, November 22, 
1946. 
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Rev. George Washington Belk, D.D. 


Rey. George Washington Belk, Jr. D.D. 
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George Washington Belk, Jr., was born in Chatham, Virginia, June 16, 1895. 
His mother, Mary Thornton Blanton, came from an old and honored Presbyterian 
family of Cumberland County, Virginia. His father, Rev. George Washington 
Belk, D.D., was one of the distinguished evangelists of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. When George was about five years old his father removed from 
Virginia to North Carolina. In the Carolinas, therefore, most of his boyhood 
was spent. He attended the public schools. In 1915 he entered the freshman class 
of the Presbyterian College of South Carolina, Clinton, South Carolina, and 
after two years of college work, he entered the World War serving as a 
Lieutenant of Field Artillery. After his war service he returned to Clinton 
for another year of study. He then entered the University of South Carolina, 
in Columbia, and received therefrom the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Master 
of Arts. He graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary in 1923 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Divinity. In the same year, he was ordained by Piedmont 
Presbytery and installed as pastor of the church at Pelzer, South Carolina, which 
church he had served while a seminary student. From 1924 to 1927 he was 
pastor of the church at Fort Mill, South Carolina. 
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On September 3, 1924, he was married to Miss Rose Knox of Pendleton, 
South Carolina, who with two children, Betty and George, survives him. 


On July 17, 1927, the Versailles Church extended to him a hearty and 
unanimous call. He accepted this call and began his pastorate on the first 
Sunday in August. 


He remained in Versailles for four years. On Sunday September 13, 1931, 
at a congregational meeting in the Versailles Church he asked the congregation 
to concur with him in the request that the pastoral relation be dissolved. At a 
meeting of West Lexington Presbytery in Sharpsburg, September 15, 1931, 
the relation was dissolved by Presbytery. The Versailles Church passed this 
resolution in accepting the resignation of Mr. Belk: 


“Be it resolved: That it is with extreme reluctance and distress that this congregation 
joins with the pastor, Rev. George Belk in a request to Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral 
relation. The congregation consents because of its high regard for and knowledge of 
Mr. Belk gives assurance that he believes that he is obeying a direct command of God. 
Therefore, the congregation which love him, and have full confidence in him is unwill- 
ing to hinder him. Resolved: That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of the 
Church and embodied in the record presented to Presbytery.” ~ 


Mr. Belk began his ministry in the Evergreen Church in Memphis, on Sunday 
October 4, 1931. And on the next day he was received as a member into the 
Presbytery of Memphis. 


Mr. Belk’s ministry in the Evergreen Church was to be very brief, only two 
and one half years, before he was stricken in death. Within that short ministry, 
he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Southwestern College in 
Memphis, “led his congregation into a larger program, and identified himself 
with other groups and councils, giving addresses and leading in evangelistic 
iissions, lending impetus to the entire Presbyterian outlook in West Tennessee.” 


Dr. Belk had an old malady which was sapping his strength. He went 
about his work with his accustomed vigor and determination without any 
relaxation until his death March 19, 1934. His death was felt by all of the 
Protestant churches in Memphis. His death was a personal loss to all of the 
Presbyterian ministers in Memphis who looked to him for aid in the prosecution 
of the work of the Presbyterian Church in West Tennessee. 


The Rev. Edward M. Nesbitt prepared the memorial of Dr. Belk which was 
adopted by the Presbytery of Memphis at its meeting in the Buntyn Church, 
April 24, 1934. From this memorial we quote: 


“Dr. Belk’s supreme passion was his love to Christ and his greatest joy, sharing with others 
his experience as a Christian. He dearly loved to preach, and often thrilled his hearers 
as he exalted Christ and magnified his Cross. As a man, Dr. Belk was courageous; as a 
citizen, a patriot; as a Christian, devoted; as a teacher, uncompromising; as a preacher, 
fearless; as a pastor, svmpathetic; as a religious leader, lion-hearted; as a presbyter, 
faithful; as a friend of Christ, loyal and true.’ 
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Impressive Service And Address At Presbyterian Church 
In Memory of Dr. George Belk 


“The service at the Versailles Presbyterian Church Sunday morning in 
memory of Dr. George Belk former pastor, conducted by the Rev. Charles E. 
Mount, pastor of the church, and Rev. J. O. Van Meter was impressive and 
beautiful and was attended by a number of persons from the other congregations. 


“The memorial address was delivered by Dr. J. O. Van Meter, who is 
President of Lees College, Jackson, Kentucky. It was very simple, very touching 
and a fine tribute to a noble and deeply consecrated man. Dr. Van Meter 
especially stressed Dr. Belk’s wonderful influence over young people and the 
fact that he made religion seem to them a normal, natural, vital and lovely 
thing which was to be desired, rather than something vague, far-off and difficult. 
The speaker, also, paid beautiful tribute to Mrs. Belk and her great value to her 
husband. 


“The fact that Dr. Van Meter had known Dr. Belk intimately from his youth 
added to the interest of his address which brought tears to the eyes of those who 
heard him, not by any effort to play upon their emotions, but because of its 
simple and natural language about one whom they had loved so well. 


—The hymns sung were those which were especial favorites with Dr. Belk. 
Mrs. Margaret Edwards Montgomery sang “Crossing The Bar.” 


“Dr. Belk who resigned his pastorate in September 1931, to go to the 
Evergreen Presbyterian Church, at Memphis, Tennessee, died in that city on 
the 19th of last month.” 


From the quotations about Dr. Belk, it might be inferred that he was a man 
interested only in religion and church work. The reverse is true, for while Dr. 
Belk was thoroughly committed to the interests of his church, he took deep 
interest in the things in which other people find pleasure. He had been a 
good ballplayer; in fact the big leagues had sought his services, offering him 
big inducements to play ball. He turned these allurements aside to serve the 
Master. Once at a baseball game in Memphis, some of the players had a 
dispute with the umpire. A man sitting behind Dr. Belk, and whom Dr. Belk 
did not know, said, “I do not see why the players have to do so much fussing”. 
Dr. Belk turned and said to him, “Brother, did you ever play baseball?” The 
man replied, “No”. Dr. Belk said, “I have, and if you were out there and got 
a wrong decision you would want to fight, too, when you were giving your 
best efforts to play fair and win the game.” 


Probably no people know the pastor better than the ruling elders who serve 
in the Session with him. Mr. A. A. Bowmar, editor of the Woodford Sun, was a 
member of the bench of elders over whom Dr. Belk presided. In the Woodford 
Sun of March 22, 1934, the following is from Mr. Bowmar’s pen: 
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“A Country Editor’s Thoughts. 
“The Rev. George Belk 


“There are some people so throbbing with life and vitality that it is very difficult to 
realize that they have passed from the seen to the unseen world. Mr. Belk was one 
of these. 


“It was the love which filled his heart and radiated from him which made him so 
intensely alive. I have never known any man who seemed to love Jesus with a love so 
warm and human—so much like the love which his closest friends gave Him when he 
walked upon the earth—and I think that our Saviour must have loved Dr. Belk somewhat 
as He loved John, as He loved Peter. 


“Tt was this love which laid hold of one of Mr. Belk’s sermons. They constituted an 
almost continuous presentation of the Person of Christ to the people. He was like his 
Master in a most endearing trait—one of his most conspicuous attributes was friendliness 
towards everyone. One of our citizens, a member of another communion, said to me, 
‘No Man ever gave me a finer a more generous friendship than Mr. Belk.’ for myself I 
can say that there have been very few men in all my life whom I have loved so much, 
and fewer still whose love for me I have felt so absoultely certain at all times. 


“With nobility and generosity of nature, with fidelity, with courage, with frankness, 
with all the attributes which make up a MAN, he was furnished. It was this essential 
manliness which drew men to him as much as his genius for friendship. 


“In deference to general usage, I have spoken of my friend in the past tense, but there 
is no past tense for those who are in Christ—whether on this side of the Veil or the 
other—and for those that are in Him there is in the truest and highest sense, no real 
bereavement.” 


Sources: Records of Session of Versailles Presbyterian Church. 
Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery, 1927 and 1931. 
Minutes of Presbytery of Memphis, 1931 and 1934. 
Minutes of Synod of Tennessee, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 1934. 
Woodford Sun, March 22, 1934; April 19, 1934. 


Rev. Charles Eric Mount, D.D. 


Charles Eric Mount, son of Charles Montgomery Mount and his wife 
Ruby Bowden Mount, was born in Franklin, Tennessee, January 6, 1902. He 
was educated at Battle Ground Academy, Franklin, Tennessee; Southwestern 
Presbyterian University, Memphis, Tennessee and Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia. He was ordained July 11, 1926, by Mobile Presbytery. He was 
assistant pastor of the Government Street Church in Mobile 1926-1930; and 
Stated Supply 1930-1931. He was pastor of the Versailles, Kentucky, Church 
1932-1942. In 1942 he became pastor of the First Church in Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, and served until 1947. Since 1947, he has been pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. While at Versailles he was 
Stated Clerk of the Synod of Kentucky. 
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Rev. Charles Eric Mount, D.D. 


He has served on the Board of the Presbyterian Historical F oundation, 
Montreat, North Carolina; and on the Board of Directors of the Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 


He received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Southwestern 
in 1946. 


On October 17, 1933, he married Miss Virginia Waddell Lander, daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Breckenridge Lander of Winchester, Kentucky. 
One son Charles Eric, Jr. was born of this union. 


Dr. Mount served the Versailles Church for ten years and in those years 
he was held in high esteem by the members of his church and by the community 
at large. 


The following Commission installed Mr. Mount in Versailles, Sunday, 
February 28, 1932: Rev. Howard M. Morgan, to preach, preside and propound 
the constitutional questions 


Rev. R. B. Smith to charge the pastor 
Rey. D. K. Walthall to charge the people 
Rev. Hervey McDowell, alternate to any of the above mentioned 


Ruling Elder Wallace Johnston completed the Commission with Ruling 
Elder 


James H. Bond, Alternate 


Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, son of Doctor Thomas Sanders and his wife 
Mary Louisa Stuart, was born in Shelby County, Kentucky, May 21, 1880. 


He was educated at Washington and Lee University and the Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He received the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity from King College in 1924. 

He was ordained by West Lexington Presbytery June 19, 1904 and became 
pastor of Walnut Hill and Salem Churches. Other pastorates have been Flora 
Heights Church, Louisville, Kentucky; Millersburg, Kentucky; Superintendent 
of Home Missions in Florida Presbytery; Thomasville, Georgia; Sweetwater, 
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Tennessee; Buntyn Church, Memphis, Tennessee; Versailles and Grier’s Creek 
Churches. He was honorably retired in 1951 and became pastor emeritus of 
the Versailles Church. 


On October 23, 1907 he married Miss Lucy Taylor. Two sons, Irwin Taylor 
and Stuart IJ, were born of this union. 


In 1934, he was the Moderator of the Synod of Tennessee. He has served 
as a Trustee of King College and a Director of Louisville Seminary. 
He has written the following books: 
“Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary” 
“Annals of the First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky” 


“Presbyterianism in Paris and Bourbon County” 


“Rev. Robert Stuart and His Descendants’ ete. 


Teriisatyce alias tal Ont 
of 
Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D. 
as Pastor of 


The Presbyterian Church 
Versailles, Kentucky 


Sunday, January 17th, 1943 
OUR I 
By Order of the Presbytery of Lexington-Ebenezer 


Installation Commission: 


THE REV. EMMETT LEIGH WILSON, Lexington, Ky. 
To preside and propound the Constitutional Questions and to offer the 
Installation Prayer. 
THE REV. JOHN KIMBROUGH JOHNSON, Th. M., 
Pastor of the Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Ky. 
To preach the Installation Sermon. 
THE REV. STEPHEN BRECKENRIDGE LANDER, D.D. 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Winchester, Ky. 
To deliver the Charge to the Pastor. 


JUDGE SAMUEL M. WILSON, Lexington, Ky. 
To deliver the Charge to the Congregation. 
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Rev. Graham Gordon 


Rey. Graham Gordon 
Born: in? louisvillessk ent ck vq=eeset nee een en November 17, 1925 
Pastor Versailléseand.Griers Creek Churches 1951-1955 


Rev. Graham Gordon, son of Rev. Angus Neal Gordon, D.D., and his wife, 
Judith Virginia Lyle, was born in Louisville, Kentucky, November 17, 1925. 


He graduated from Southwestern in Memphis, Tennessee. He received the 
B.D. degree from Louisville Seminary in 1951. He was licensed April 17, 1951, 
and was ordained by Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery June 3, 1951, and on the 
same day was installed pastor of the Versailles Presbyterian Church. 


On June 23, 1953, he was married to Miss Patricia Ann Alves of Versailles. 


The following children have been born of this union: 


Deborah Hodge 
Judith Ann 
Angus Neal 


In 1955, he resigned in Versailles to accept the call to the First Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Kentucky. After serving in Richmond for several years, he 
became the Regional Director of Christian Education in the Synod of Kentucky, 
U.S. and United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. He is filling this office acceptably 
to his brethren in the two Synods. 
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The Commission, which ordained and installed Mr. Gordon pastor on June 
3, 1951, was composed of the following: 


Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D. 

Rey. Charles Alexander Logan, D.D. 
Rev. Jesse Oliver Van Meter, D.D. 
Rey. Angus Gordon, D.D., father of the 


pastor elect, preached the sermon. 


Rev. Kenneth Lester Christy 


Rev. Kenneth Lester Christy 


Rey. Kenneth Lester Christy, son of Floyd C. Christy and his wife Mae 
Irene Magee, was born in New Kensington, Pennsylvania, May 12, 1920. He 
graduated from Oglethorpe University in 1950, and from Columbia Theological 
Seminary in 1953. He was licensed in April 1953 by North Alabama Presbytery 
and the same Presbytery ordained him and installed him pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Childersburg, Alabama, June 28, 1953. In the fall of 1955 
he resigned this pastorate and on November 20, 1955 began his ministry in Ver- 
sailles, Kentucky. On December 6, 1955 he was received into Lexington-Ebe- 
nezer Presbytery. 
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On October 23, 1942, in the Morningside Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Mr. Christy was married to Miss Leslie Morris Gilbert. Four children 
have been born to this union: 


Kenneth Lester, Jr. 
Stephen 

Keith 

Marion Leslie 


In 1960 he resigned the pastorate in Versailles to accept the pastorate of the 
Tims Memorial Church in Lutz, Florida. 


Mr. Christy, like most of his predecessors in Versailles, is an able preacher 
of the gospel. 


Installation 
of 

Rev. Kenneth Lester Christy 

as pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church 
Versailles, Kentucky 

Sunday, December 18, 1955 

7:30 p.m. 
By Order of the Presbytery of Lexington-Ebenezer 


Installation Commission 


THE REVEREND ROBERT STUART SANDERS, D.D. 
To preside, preach the sermon and propound the Constitutional 
Questions as required by the Book of Church Order. 


THE REVEREND WALTER KELLER MAUDE 
To deliver the Charge to the Pastor. 


LHEPREVERENDSHDWARDEGARLREIL 
To deliver the Charge to the Congregation. 


DR. HAMBLETON TAPP 
To read the Scripture. 


DR: GEORGE HICKS GREGORY 
To make the Installation Prayer. 
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Rev. William Bertelle Eyster 


Rev. William Bertelle Kyster 


Rev. William Bertelle Eyster, son of William Westley Eyster and his wife 
‘Louise Fletcher was born in Jacksonville, Florida October 22, 1934. He graduated 
from Davidson College in 1956 and from Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in 1960. He was licensed July 14, 1960 and ordained July 19, 1960 by 
Nashville Presbytery and was installed pastor of the North Minister Presby- 
terian Church, Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 


In 1962, he accepted the call to the Versailles Church and was installed by 
the following Commission of Transylvania Presbytery, Sunday, June 3, 1962. 
INSTALLATION 
of 
The Rev. William Bertelle Eyster 
Sunday, June 3, 1962 


ORGAN PRELUDE 

DOXOLOGY: Congregation Standing 
INVOCATION: Dr. George Hicks Gregory 

HYMN 91: A Mighty Fortress ls Our God 
UNISON READING 64: Mr. Vincent B. Howard, II 


PRAYER: The Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders 

ANTHEM 

SCRIPTURE 

SERMON: The Rev. Graham Gordon 

THE GONSTITUTIONAR OU ESTIGNS 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

INSTALLATION PRAYER: The Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders 
CHARGE TO THE PASTOR: The Rev. Walter Keller Maude 
CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION: The Rev. Robert S. Sanders 
HYMN 520: God of the Prophets! 

BENEDICTION: The Rev. William Bertelle Eyster 
LOSE DE 


On May 28, 1956 he was married to Miss Beverly Hackman of Davidson, 
North Carolina. Two children have been born to them: 
Rebecca Louise 
William 


Session of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, April 24, 1949 
Left to right: W. K. McCabe; A. A. Bowmar; David Stout; Fred Rump; R. S. 
Sanders, Pastor; Wm. St. Clair Stuart; Elmer Downey; Dr. George H. Gregory; 


> 


Dr. A. J. Alexander; Van Edwards; James H. Guyn. 


Deacons of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, April 24, 1949 
Left to right: J. M. McCreight; Randolph Railey Fishback, Sr.; Randolph 
Railey Fishback, Jr.; Dr. Noah E. Berry; Vincent B. Howard, II; Don B. Mc- 
Ginnis; Scott Miller, Jr.; R. S. Sanders, Pastor; William Crain; Mack S. Brown; 
John Love Stout; James Lewis Guyn; Wm. P. Morton, Jr.; J. I. C. Hughes; 
Wilbur Sutherland; Ben W. Thompson: William Davis Fishback. 
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Four Generations of the Alexander Family 
That Have Worshipped at the Versailles 


Presbyterian Church 


COURTESY OF DAN M. BOWMAR III 


Alexander John Alexander 


1824-1902 


A. J. Alexander 


“A. J. Alexander, of Woodburn Farm, Woodford County, was born October 
7, 1824. His father, Robert Alexander, of Edinburg, Scotland, came to America 
in 1785, and purchased Woodburn Farm from the heirs of General Hugh Mercer, 
of revolutionary fame, in 1790. Mr. Alexander and his brother, R. Aitcheson 
Alexander, were educated in England, closing at Trinity College; gained practical 
counting-house knowledge at Mincing Lane and London, and returned to Wood- 
ford county, Kentucky, in 1849; moved to Chicago, and engaged in real estate 
transactions in 1863-67; on the death of his brother Robert, in 1867, he returned 
to Kentucky, and took up his residence at Woodburn Farm, where he yet resides. 
This elegant estate of over three thousand acres is in the center of the bluegrass 
region, and one of the choicest and most fertile tracts in Kentucky. In all its 
equipments and improvements, it is one of the most complete and attractive farms 
in the world. Its main industry is in the importation and breeding of thorough- 
bred horses, cattle, sheep, etc., of the purest blood, for which Mr. Alexander has 
become famous. Mr. Alexander was first married to Miss L. C. Humphreys, and 
after her death, again, to Miss L. M. Fullerton, of Chillicothe, Ohio. He is a 
ruling elder in the Presbyterian church, and a zealous and devout Christian. 
He has assumed to endow, and already partially has endowed, the Chair of 
Philosophy, including Logic, Psychology, and Ethics, in Central University.”* 


Mr. Alexander was one of the most liberal givers to the endowment of 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary when it was organized in 1893. 
He died December 3, 1902. 


*History of Kentucky, Z. F. Smith, at Page 544. 


Alexander John Aitcheson 
Alexander, M.D. 
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Doctor Alexander John Aitcheson Alexander 


Few men have served the church of Christ and the Presbyterian church 
with a deeper devotion than Dr. A. J. A. Alexander. The Versailles Church was 
not the only institution that was a recipient of his munificence. The Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly received many evidences of his generosity. 


He graduated from Princeton University in 1897, a member of the first class 
after that school had taken its present name of Princeton University. 


After completing his medical training, he went as a medical missionary to 
Korea, but was soon, called home upon the death of his father. Though he couldn't 
continue in Korea himself, he made it possible for others to do what he had 
desired to do. 


Shortly before his death, when our Foreign Missionary Committee was 
burdened with a heavy debt, he paid the entire sum of indebtedness. 


Dr. Alexander was active in many ways. He was President of the Board of 
Trustees of Centre College. 


When the summons came, March 10, 1929, to depart and be with Christ, he 
could say, “I am ready”. 


On May 13, 1929, the Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief adopted the following resolution in memory of Dr. Alexander, for many 
years a member of the committee: 


“Inasmuch as God has called away from his earthly labors, Dr. Alexander J. A. Alexander, 
the Executive Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief hereby records 
its deep sorrow at the severance of the ties that have so pleasantly bound us together and 
its deep appreciation of the unusually fine service rendered by Dr. Alexander to this 
department of the Church’s work. 


“Dr. Alexander was clected a member of this Committee by the General Assembly in 
1914, For a while he hesitated about accepting the responsibility of the position. When 
he finally decided to do so he entered with all his heart upon the duties devolving upon 
him. No man could have appreciated more fully the responsibility placed upon him by 
the Church. He was faithful in attendance on the meetings. He exhibited at all times 
a spirit that won the affection and confidence of his co-laborers. His business ability, 
his clear insight into every problem faced, his just judgment expressed in terms of hu- 
mility and consideration, his broad and unusual business experience, together with his 
indomitable faith in Christ and his earnest longing to assist in building up the Kingdom 
of God, made him of inestimable value in the business of the Church. 


“We will sadiy miss his winning personality and the efficient help he gave in this 
fundamental work. It is our earnest prayer that some of the younger men of the Church 
may catch something of the vision of men like Dr. Alexander and receive into their 
lives the same motive for service which came from his deep appreciation of the love of 
God in Christ Jesus.’”* 


*Written by Rev. Henry H. Sweets, D.D. 
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Alexander John Alexander, M.D. 


Alexander John Alexander, M.D. 


Dr. Alexander belongs to one of the most interesting families in Kentucky. 
He is the sixth generation to live at “Woodburn”, the family estate, which was 
purchased, in 1790, from the heirs of General Hugh Mercer, who was killed in 
the battle of Princeton in 1777. Mr. Robert Aitcheson Alexander, who had 
served as Secretary to Benjamin Franklin in Paris, France, bought the estate in 
1790 and, in January 1791, came to Kentucky to claim his purchase. Dr. Alexander 
is the third generation born at “Woodburn”, his father and grandfather were 
born there. 


Like his forefathers, Doctor Alexander is a loyal and zealous Presbyterian 
and a ruling elder in the Versailles Church filling the same office held by his 
father and grandfather. 


Dr. Alexander married Miss Jean Preston of Lexington, who died January 
27, 1961. Three children were born of this marriage: Katherine Holloway who 
married Robert McAfee Brewer; Jean Preston who married Roger William 
Gilchrist; and Alexander John Alexander, Jr., who having graduated from Wood- 
bury Forest, entered Washington and Lee University where he is 2 member of the 
class of 1963. He expects to enter the medical profession. 


The Alexander family is probably the only family in Central Kentucky who 
has lived for six generations on the same estate for a period of one hundred and 
seventy-one years. 
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Doctor Alexander is a pediatrician and like Luke, he has been the “Beloved 


Physician” to hundreds of children whom he has nurtured from babyhood to teen 
age who arise and call him blessed. 


Alexander John Alexander, Jr. 
Graduated from Woodbury Forest, 
Virginia and entered Washington & 
Lee University where he is a member 
of the Class of 1963. He expects to 
follow his father and grandfather in 
the medical profession. 


PART I 


WOODFORD CHURCHES OUTSIDE OF 
VERSAILLES 
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Presbyterian Preachers Who Have Been Pastors or Supplies 
of Presbyterian Churches in Woodford County 1784-1963 


Robert Welsh Allen 

Harry Watson Alexander 
Charles Wallace Anderson 
John Davies Arbuckle 
Samuel Martin Bayless 
George Washington Belk 
Robert Bishop 

John Black 

Gideon Blackburn 

John Newton Blackburn 
Lindsay Hughes Blanton 
David Thornton Brandenburg 
Robert Garland Brank 
Robert Levi Breck 

William Lewis Breckinridge 
Raymond Cecil Brown 
James Blythe 

Alexander Wheeler Campbell 
John Poag Campbell 
Joseph Douglas Campbell 
Addison Hobart Chapin 
Kenneth Lester Christy 
William Monroe Clark 
Thomas Cleland 

Robert McLellan Cochran 
Harrison Little Cockerham 
Jouett Vernon Cosby 
Benjamin Moss Cowan 
James Crawford 

Joseph Parks Cunningham 


Robert Montgomery Cunningham 


Rutherford Douglas 
Henry Wade DuBose 
John Todd Edgar 
William Eldridge 
Erasmus Ellerbe Ervin 
William Bertelle Eyster 
Robert Finley 

Ezekiel Forman 
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William Jefferson Gammon 
William George 

Graham Gordon 

George Dennis Gracey, Jr. 
Fincelius Robinson Gray 
Coleman Owings Groves 
John Woodson Groves 
Edward Owings Guerrant 
Joseph Cabell Harrison 
Alexander Henry 

John Hudson 

Isaac Cochrane Hunt 
George Washington Kennedy 
William Montgomery King 
Charles Eugene Kingsley 
Robert Hann Kinnaird 
Robert Leslie Kinnaird 
William Johnston Lapsley 
Thomas Stephen Lee 
Sandford McBrayer Logan 
John Lyle 

Ernest Carlyle Lynch 
John Wilmer MacElree 
James McChord 

Hervey McDowell 

Hugh Sneed McElroy 
John Calvin McMullen 
W. C. McPheeters 

John Christian McQueen 
James Louis Marshall 
Robert Marshall 

Samuel Vance Marshall 
Murphy Davis Miller 
Benjamin Mills 

Wylie Kenneth Mills 
Byron Leith Milton 
Alexander Stuart Moffatt 
John Robertson Moreland 
Charles Eric Mount 


John D. Paxton 

Jacob Fishback Price 
Adam Rankin 

Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea 
John Jay Rice 

Nathan Lewis Rice 
Joseph Smarr Robinson 
John Joseph Robinson 
Stuart Robinson 

Gelon Hann Rout 
Simeon Salisbury 
Robert Stuart Sanders 
Samuel Thornton Scott 
John Dabney Shane 
Samuel Shannon 
William Orpheus Shewmaker 
Edwin Randle Short 
John Mecklin Simpson 
Thomas Smith Simrall 
Eli Smith 

Richard Carlisle Smith 


Robert Benjamin Warfield Smith 
William Sterling Smythe 
William Amaziah Stevenson 
Joseph Clay Stiles 

Robert Stuart 

Samuel Davies Stuart 
Joseph Tanner Sudduth 
Jacquelin Plummer Taylor 
George McAlister Telford 
Isaac Tull 

James W. Tyler 

Matthew Van Lear 

Joseph William Wallace 
James Welsh 

George Porter Wilson 

Peter Wilson 

Samuel Ramsey Wilson 
Lyman Whitney 

William Hall Winch 

John Henry Zivley 


[71] 


PHOTO BY J. WINSTON COLEMAN, JR. 


Site of the Clear Creek Presbyterian Church in Woodford County about three 
miles east of Keene on the farm owned by Mr. Bowers Smith and his sisters in 
1955. The road runs through the plot which was used for a cemetery. The 
grave stones have all disappeared. The author is standing on the spot where 
the log church stood from about 1791 to 1806 or later. 


Rev. James Blythe, D.D. 


Rev. James Blythe 


Rev. James Blythe, son of James and Elizabeth Blythe, was born in Mecklen- 
burg County, North Carolina, October 28, 1765 and died in Hanover, Indiana, 
May 20, 1842. In 1788 he graduated from Hampden-Sydney College under the 
Presidency of Rev. John Blair Smith, D.D. His theological training was received 
under the Rev. Dr. James Hall, of North Carolina. He was licensed by Orange 
Presbytery and soon after his licensure visited Kentucky. Having been called 
to the Clear Creek and Pisgah Churches, he was ordained in the Clear Creek 
Church on July 24, 1793. He continued to supply the Pisgah Church until his 
removal to Indiana in 1832. Like most of the early Kentucky ministers, he sup- 
plied many of the vacant churches in the Presbytery. He was one of the early 
supplies of the First Church, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Ministers and Supplies Clear Creek Church, 1791-1806 
Woodford County, Kentucky 


James (Grawiordys| ames D1 \sch ic eee ee ee eee 1791-1791 
Robert: Hindleys |amesp Gravy 101d gees eee ee 1792-1792 
James Blythe 522 "yt" Sapo 2 Oe a eee 1793-1797 
Samuel Shannonmbeters VWVits0 eee eee 1797-1797 
Samuel ShannomehobercmNiars ia Le nee reer 1798-1798 
James Bly thee ees ane) se ee 1800-1805 
Samuel SCOtts) amese 6) thc mrsss: senses sea neet ee 1805-1805 
James Blytheg see = e809 Me's oe 2 ee 1806-1806 


Clear Creek Church, 1791-1806 
In Woodford County, Ky. 


On October 4, 1791, the name of Clear Creek Church appeared on the roll 
of Transylvania Presbytery for the first time, and was mentioned the last time in 
April 1806. Many of the early ministers supplied this church. James Blythe 
seems to have been more or less in charge during its existence. He was men- 
tioned in 1791 and was the last minister to be named in April 1806. On July 24, 
1793 in Clear Creek Church, Mr. Blythe was examined, ordained and installed 
pastor of Clear Creek and Pisgah Churches. 


The church edifice was of logs and stood in Woodford County on land which 
was in possession of the heirs of Thomas Lyon in 1853. The names of six members 
of this early church, who were living in 1828 have come down to us: 

James Carothers Martha Scott 
Martha Frost William Mahin and wife 
Mrs. Kennedy 


This church must have been greatly affected by the disaffection of Adam 
Rankin. The Ebenezer Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, located near 
the site of the Clear Creek Church, built a new stone church in 1803-1804 and 
must have drawn members from the Clear Creek Church, since the Clear Creek 
Church ceased to function after 1806. 


In 1963 the site of this church is owned by Mr. Bowers Smith and his two 
sisters. The church stood near the bend in the Elm Corner and Pinckard road 
about three miles from Elm Corner and about three miles from Keene. A 
beautiful brick home, built in 1815 by Thomas Lyne, is on the farm near the 
road. The church stood just about three hundred feet between this home and 
the road. A cemetery was in front of the church but when the road was built 
the cemetery was mutilated because the road ran through the cemetery. The 
stones over the graves were field stones with no inscriptions on them. Near the 
house is a well, fed by an unfailing spring. It is said the well was dug for the 
use of the church when it was first started, about 1791. 
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Mrs. Marion Mahin, of Keene, has furnished information about six of the 
members of the Clear Creek Church, 1791-1806. Mrs. Mahin wrote as follows: 


“The William Mahin, Sr. and wife (Eliza Jane Scott 1776-1854) (William 1772-1862) 
were the great, great grandparents of Marion Mahin. They lived in the log house near 
the pond on the place Lloyd Mahan owned at Troy. Martha Scott was the wife of 
Samuel Scott, one of the heroes of King’s Mountain. They also lived near Troy and I 
can show where their home was located. Oh, ves! Wm. Mahin and his wife are buried 
just across the road from where Clear Creek Presbyterian Church 1828 stood. The 
James Carothers farm was (I think) about two miles from Keene on the Versailles pike. 
He came from North Carolina and was related to the Scotts through the Wells family. 
Martha Frost was a Scott (I believe) and lived at the stone house located between 
Keene and Troy.” 


It is interesting to note the names of the different people who owned the 
land on which the church was built. In 1795 the will of William Jackson was 
probated in Woodford County. By his will William left to his son, John, this 
land. William’s wife was named Ann. In September 1806 John Jackson and 
his wife, Alice, deeded this land to Thomas Helm. In April 1809 Thomas and 
his wife, Elizabeth Helm, conveyed the land to Robert Chambers. On August 
19, 1809 Robert and Mary Chambers deeded the land to Thomas Lyne, since 
which time it has been owned by the descendants of Thomas Lyne. The present 
owners, Mr. Bowers Smith and his two sisters, are lineal descendants of Thomas 
Lyne. 

Minutes of the Transylvania Presbytery 
“Clear Creek, Wednesday, July 24, 1793 


Pby. met according to adjournment & was opened by a sermon delivered by 
Mr. Blythe as a specimen of trial. U.p.p.s. 


ROLL—Messers. David Rice, Samuel Shannon, James Crawford, Terah 
Templin, Robert Marshall, ministers: Clayborne Rice, Robert Moffat, Bryant 
Ferguson, Thomas Dinwoody, David Telford, John Jamieson, Malcolm Worldly, 
William Scott Robert Patterson. 


Absent, the Rev. Thomas Craighead, James McConnel, Andrew McClure, Robert 
Finley, James Kemper. 


Mr. Samuel Shannon, Mdr. Mr. James Crawford, Clk. 


EXAM-—Mr. Blythe’s trial discourse for ordination is sustained. Ordered 
that Messrs. Rice, Templin & Marshall be a committee to examine Mr. Blythe 
previous to his ordination. 


Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o'clock. Concluded with prayer. 
July 25th. 


Pby. met according to adjournment, et p.p.s.q.s. 
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COM. REPORT—The committee appointed to examine Mr. Blythe previous 
to his ordination reported that they examined him, are satisfied with his ex- 
amination & his examination is therefore sustained. 


Ordered that Mr. James Blythe be now ordained. 


J. BLYTHE ORD’D.—Mr. Marshall having preached the ordination sermon 
& the Rev. Samuel Shannon, the presiding minister, having proceeded in the 
preparatory work of the present solemnity agreeable to the Form of Govern- 
ment, & the candidate, Mr. James Blythe, & the people of Pisgah & Clear Creek 
churches, (whose pastor he is now to be constituted,) having respectively an- 
swered the questions in the affirmative, as directed by the government of our 
church, then the presiding bishop, by prayer & with the laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery, according to the apostolic example, solemnly ordained the 
same James Blythe to the holy office of the gospel ministry; & (He) was consti- 
tuted the pastor of Pisgah & Clear Creek churches; & the Rev. David Rice gave 
the charge to the newly ordained bishop & the people of his charge. 


Mr. Bovel read his answer to the question given at the last pby. as part of 
trial, which is sustained. 


Pby. adjourned to meet at Capt. James Trimble’s at 6 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. Concluded with prayer. 


Capt. James Trimble’s, July 26, 
Pby met according to adjournment, u.p.p.s.q.s. except Robert Patterson. 


WELSH & BOVEL EXAM.—Mr. Bovel is appointed a lecture on Eph. 4:22, 
23, 24, to be read at the next session. Mr. Welsh having read a sermon assigned 
him as part of trial it is sustained. Mr. Welsh was examined on Astronomy, 
Criticism & Moral Philosophy & his examination sustained. 


Adjourned to meet at the Pisgah Church at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Concluded with prayer.” 


Pages 60-62 Minutes Transylvania Presbytery 1786-1837 285.1 POZSaNits 
The Membership of the Presbytery Which Met at Clear Creek Church, 
July 24, 1793 
The poet has said “Stone walls do not a prison make nor iron bars a cage. 


A handsome building is not always necessary for a place of worship. The 
meeting of the Presbytery was in a log cabin probably 20 feet by 20 feet. 


It is interesting to notice the men who composed the Presbytery in a log 
building seated virtually in a wilderness. 


David Rice had graduated from Princeton under Samuel Davies, one of the 
greatest pulpiteers in his day. 
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James Crawford and Shamuel Shannon had graduated at Princeton under 
John Witherspoon, the only preacher who signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 


Terah Templin and Robert Marshall graduated at Liberty Hall Washington 
& Lee University) under William Graham, one of the greatest educators in 
America in his day. 


James Blythe, the young man who was ordained, was a graduate of Hampden- 
Sydney College. He was pastor of Pisgah Church for about forty years, going 
from Pisgah to be President of Hanover College, in Indiana. He was acting 
President of Transylvania University. He was Moderator of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly in 1816, and was the first Kentucky preacher to receive the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. 


Robert Moffett was an elder in the Woodford Church. 
Bryant Ferguson was an elder in the Walnut Hill Church. 


William Scott was an elder in the Clear Creek Church and father of Rev. 
Samuel Thornton Scott, the founder of the Presbyterian Church in Indiana. 


Robert Patterson was an elder in the Lexington Church and one of the 
founders of Lexington, Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Malcolm Worley was a member of the first Synod of Kentucky in 1802. 


The land on which the Clear Creek Church was located is owned by Mr. 
Bowers Smith and his sisters. 


Captain James Trimble 


It is interesting to note that Presbytery met at the home of Captain James 
Trimble at six o'clock in the morning. Probably most of the members of 
Presbytery had been his guests during the night and may have slept on the 
floor because the log homes did not have very many bedrooms. Trimble played 
an important role as a soldier in the Revolution and pioneered in Kentucky. 
He must have been a member of Pisgah Church because his land was near that 
church. After his death, his land was sold to Marquis Calmes. 


Lewis Collins has furnished this sketch of Captain James Trimble: 


“Capt. James Trimble was born in 1756, in Augusta county, Va., and reared among the 
exposures and dangers of the wildest frontier life. His grandfather was killed, and he 
made a prisoner by the Indians in 1770, when only 14 years old. He was immediately 
adopted as a son by the Indian chief, a half-breed Indian, named Dickson. <A few days 
after, the prisoners were released, when near the now famous Greenbrier White Sulphur 
Springs, by a remarkably well directed attack upon their captors by a party of 18 men 
under Col. Geo. Moffit, an uncle of several of the prisoners—the 9 Indians being killed 
at the first fire, except Dickson, who escaped. Oct. 10, 1774, when only 18, young 
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Trimble was a soldier in the terrible battle with the Indians at Point Pleasant, Va. In 
1780 or 1781, he emigrated to what is now Woodford Co., Ky., and was one of the first 
permanent settlers within its present bounds. In 1804, when about to remove to Hills- 
boro, Ohio, he died. His family removed thither, and his sons became prominent and 
honored men—Allen Trimble being the acting governor in 1822, and governor by election, 
1826-30, 4 years; while Wm. A. (born in Woodford Co., Ky., April 4, 1786), became a 
major in the war of 1812, brevet lieutenant colonel in the U.S. regular army until 1819, 


and was elected to the U.S. senate; but died while a member of that body, Dec. 13, 1821, 
aged only 35 years.”* 


*History of Kentucky, Collins, Vol. 11, page 767. 


William Scott 


The Will of William Scott recorded in Jessamine County, Kentucky Will Book 
“A”, pp. 106-109 


“In the name of God Amen. 


I William Scott of Jessamine County, state of Kentucky, being sick of body 
but of good and perfect mind do make, constitute and ordain this to be 
my last will and testament for the disposing of my temporal estate which I 
do in form and manner following viz: I will that all my just debts be discharged 
as soon as convenient after my decest. I give and bequeath to my beloved 
wife Grizel Scott the soral horse, side saddle and five pounds in cash to buy 
her a new saddle and bridle, a bed and cloathing and after the discharge of 
Debts and Leagises herein after mentioned She is to have one third of the 
personal estate to be by her enjoyed and disposed of as she pleases— I give to my 
oldest son Hugh Scott part of the land on which he now lives to be bounded by 
a line fifteen poles west of the dividing line now run which 15 poles he is not 
to enjoy during the life of his mother and brother John. I give to my son William 
Scott the part of the land lying on the west side of the big branch as high up 
as the dry branch, thence a straight line to Hugh Scott's N.W. Corner as it now 
stands. I give the Balance of the land with all the appertenances thereon to 
belonging to be wholly approproated for the maintenance and support of my 
wife and my son John during their natural lives and then to descent to my son 
William who shall have the privilege of occupying the same by way of rent 
yearly on such terms as the other Executors and guardians shall think best to 
answer the only design thereof which is the comfortable support of my wife 
and son John. I give to my son John the oldest sorral mare, a saddle and 
bridle also a bed and cloathing to be fitted off by his mother and ten dollars 
in money—I give to my son Samuel one cow and calf, a bed and cloathing to be 
fitted off by his mother and thirty dollars in money. I give to my daughter 
Sarah Holmes my right of that land on which they now live, also ten dollars 
in money. I give to my daughter Nancy Gailey ten dollars. I give to my 
daughter Hannah the sorrel horse called Barber and if he should die before 
she is married I wish her to have another of the same value, also two cows 
and calves which with their increase and her horse shall be kept for her on the 
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land until she shall otherwise dispose of them, also a saddle and bridle, a bed 
and furniture to be fitted off by her mother, also the Bureau now in the house 
and ten dollars in money together with such other things as her mother shall 
see fit to give her to fifty and not exceed sixty pounds. 


I give to my wife the large Bible and hymn book, to my son Samuel the 
school books, to Hugh and William the Geography, history, and law books, 
the rest to be divided between my son John and the daughters. 


The Ballance of the personal Estate after settling of the above mentioned 
legacys and debts shall be a deposit in the hands of my sons Hugh and William 
to assist them in defending any disputes that may appear against the land or 
any part of it. I appoint and ordain my son Hugh, James Carothers and my son 
William as my Executors and that this my last Will and testament may be just 
in Execution according to the true intent and meaning in Everypart thereof I 
appoint my brother James Scott, Joseph Woods and Hugh Holmes (?) as 
Guardians and councellors to assist my Executors by their advise in putting 
the same in Execution in witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 


Seal this 3d day of October 1804. 


Wm. Scott (Seal) 
John Morison 
Nath]. White 
Rich’d Lafon 


Jessamine County To wit December Court 1804 


This last Will and Testament of William Scott decd was produced in 
Court by the Executors therein named and proven by the subscribing witnesses 
there to and ordered to record. 

Teste. Sam’] H. Woodson, Clk.” 


Before the Clear Creek congregation decided upon a site for their building, 
Mr. Samuel C. Steele said he would give the site chosen for the house of worship. 
Four years after the stone building was erected Mr. Steele deeded an acre of land 
on which the edifice stood to David McKee, of Woodford County, William T. 
Wilson, Samuel E. Riley, John C. Lowry and Archibald Young, of Jessamine 
County, Trustees of the Clear Creek Presbyterian Church. 


(Deed Book K, Page 78, Jessamine County Court, Jessamine County, Kentucky) 


Ground For A Cemetery 


On October 27, 1845, Robert Lowry deeded, for $20.00, a lot across the road 
from the church building, for a cemetery to Archibald Young, William T. 
Wilson, Samuel E. Riley and Samuel Holloway, of Jessamine County, and David 
McKee, of Woodford County, Trustees of the Clear Creek Presbyterian Church. 
(Deed Book F, Page 154, Jessamine County Court, Jessamine County, Kentucky) 
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In 1877 the trustees of the Clear Creek Church sold to the African Methodist 


Church, the house and lot of the Clear Creek Church. 
(Deed Book Y, Page 680, Jessamine County Court, Jessamine County, Kentucky) 


After the African Methodist Church ceased to use the building, it was razed. 


The Clear Creek Church in Jessamine County 
In 1824, Rev. John Hudson and Rey. Joseph Cabell Harrison organized a church which 
was called Ebenezer. In 1828, this building was erected by some of the members of the 
Ebenezer Church and they called the new church Clear Creek. In 1874, Clear Creek 
and the Southern Presbyterian Church Ebenezer, which was a continuation of the A.R.P. 
Church which came into the Southern Church in 1870, were united to form the Troy 
Church. 


Clear Creek Church, Jessamine County, 1828-1875 
Pastors and Supplies 


Simeon Harrison? @ranGie, soe cee ee ee eee eee 1828-1829 
John?T? Hamilton 2 ise ee ee eee ee ee 1830-1831 
samueél¢Taylor 22328" ee ae er ee ee ee et eee 1831-1837 
John: Frederick; Coonsri Sees ee eS oy gs eee 1837-1838 
Charles* Stewart? 3208). (oe eee a Oe) ee ee eee 1838-1846 
Samuel SMarting Bay lesst es eeeeea tee eee ee ee 1846-1847 
Matthew? Branch Price-a2 ee a ere eee Pe eee 1848-1850 
Joseph Williamgwallace ee aa See Sees eee eee 1850-1857 
George Brazertie as oe i Ee Ee i ae eee 1857-1858 
JoGettaV ernont Gosb ys Bas ee a ee a 1860-1863 
Thomas*Stephéen sl ces Ses. Skike Mas ieee eee eee 1870-1875 
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Graves of William Mahin, born 1772—died 1862 

and his wite, 

Eliza Jane Scott Mahin, born 1776—died 1854. 

Buried in the Clear Creek Cemetery across the road 
from the site of the Clear Creek Church in Jessamine 
County, Kentucky. 
They were the great grandparents of Marion Mahin. 
They were members of the Clear Creek Church in 
Woodford County and when, in 1828, the Clear Creek 
Church was organized, Mr. and Mrs. Mahin joined 
this church and were buried in its cemetery. 


After the division, in 1866, the following ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America supplied: 


EP OC CCN cya. Ly cue a meen ee beNMn Atri e Sn hee ta ee 1869-1870 
isicclaveactal UIE TI LRTTES a ore ee eee PC ees es eae Se eo 1871-1874 


From the Records of the Session of the Clear Creek Presbyterian Church 


November 29, 1828 to November 5, 1853 


“The following persons professing the Presbyterian faith, being desirous of 
being organized into a Church, met in the edifice recently erected in their 
neighborhood, on the 29th of November, 1828, and were regularly constituted 
a church by the Rev. Nathan H. Hall, to be known by the name of the Clear 
Creek Presbyterian Church; viz Mrs. Ann January, Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. 
Martha Scott, James Corothers, Mrs. Martha Frost, Mrs. Polly Sellars, Mrs. 
Ann Young, Archibald Logan, Ephraim Carter, David McKee, William Mahin, 
Mrs. Mahin, Mrs. Hannah Yeagle and Mary Ann Yeagle; and in their capacity 
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as a Church, elected Archibald Young, James Carothers, Ephraim Carter, David 
McKee and Archibald Logan, Ruling Elders of Said Church. The last three 
mentioned brethren were regularly ordained as such by the Reverend Nathan H. 
Hall. The two former were at the time regularly ordained elders of the 
Presbyterian Church. 


The dedicatory discourse was then delivered by the Rev. Simeon H. Crane 
from these words, “The glory of the latter house shall be greater that of the 
former saith the Lord of hosts”. Haggai 2:9. 


The Session met moderated by the Rev. N. H. Hall. Rachel Logan, Martha 
Young, Eliza Thompson, Elizabeth Price, Matilda Price, Elizabeth Johnson, Sr., 
Elizabeth Johnson, Jr., Polly Johnson and Mrs. McKee were received as 
members on certificates. John C. Lowry and Maria Lampkin were received 
members upon examination, the latter of whom received the ordinance of 
baptism. Archibald Young was chosen Clerk and Arthibald Logan, Treasurer. 


N. H. Hall, Moderator 
Archibald Young, Clerk” 


It is interesting to note that the father of Dr. Archibald Young and James 
Carothers were messmates at the decisive battle of King’s Mountain. 


The Following Were Ruling Elders 
1828-1875 


James Corothers 
Ephraim Carter 
Archibald Logan Elected November 29, 1828 


David McKee 


SR CRS Wa ce ge 


Archibald Young 
David Young was elected Clerk and served till his death September 21, 1860. 
Francis P. Hord elected September 25, 1830. Died October §, 1831. 


Asa Farra( had been an elder in the First Church in Lexington) _ ) 
) Elected 
Samuel E. Ryley : ) February 26, 
) 1832 
William T. Wilson ) 


Samuel T. Holloway elected in 1845. 
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J. Maupin elected in 1850. 


Castelion Trabue ) 


) 
William J. Ryley ) 


elected September 9, 1854. 


Alexander Hutchison elected January 19, 1861. 


Deacons in Clear Creek Church, 1828-1875 
John C. Lowry (died in 1860) 


George Hutchinson 
William J. Ryley 


John M. Mahin 


Silas Mahin elected December 4, 1841 


) 
) 
) 
) Elected in 1836. 
) 
) 
) 


Joseph Wharton elected March 19, 1842, died Feb. 17, 1861. 


Trustees in Clear Creek Church 


David McKee 

William T. Wilson 
Samuel E. Ryley 

John C. Lowry 
Archibald Young 
Samuel E. Ryley 
Alexander Hutchinson 
Archibald Logan Ryley 
Silas Mahin 

G. W. Thompson 


S. J. Ryley 


Cee a Fi A 


a i ee ee 


elected March 3, 1832 


Se Ee es 


elected January 19, 1861 


elected December 20, 1876 


nS RA ae tate ca Ae 
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Clifton Chapel, Clifton, Woodford County, Kentucky. 
This sketch by the well known cartoonist Clifford K. 
Berryman, a Pulitzer Prize winner. 

This Chapel stood across the street from Mr. Berryman’s 
boyhood home. 


The Clifton Chapel : 
At 
Clifton, Woodford County, Ky. 


In 1832 a church named Macedonia was organized near Germania in 
Woodford County. Worship was held here until 1868. 

In 1873 a chapel was built in Clifton to accommodate the persons who 
had formerly worshiped in the Macedonia Church. 

The chapel was an outpost of the Versailles church. Dr. Gelon H. Rout, 
pastor of the Versailles church preached here for many years. Several of the 
successorso f Dr. Rout preached here also. Many revivals were held here and 
the persons accepting Christ were enrolled as members of the Versailles 
church. 

In 1941 the Versailles church sold this property to Mr. Robert McDowell 
Talbert. 


The Clifton Chapel 
an outpost of the Versailles Presbyterian Church 

“In consideration of seventy five ($75.00) dollars cash in hand paid by W. H. 
Graves, E. T. Berryman, and D. B. Price, Trustees of Versailles Presbyterian 
Church to James W. Miller, the receipt of which by him is hereby acknowledged. 
The said James W. Miller and Perla M. Miller, his wife, have bargained and 
sold and do hereby sell and convey unto the said W. C. Graves, E. T. Berryman, 
and D. B. Price, Trustees of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, all of that certain 
lot of land situated in the Town of Clifton in Woodford County, Kentucky and 
bounded as follows, to-wit. 
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Beginning at the S.W. corner of the lot of Dr. J. H. Willis on Main Street, thence south 
with said street 59 feet 7 inches, corner to lot of said Miller thence east with his line 
back to the Cliff 146 feet thence along the foot of said Cliff N 59 feet 7 inches to the 
line of that lot of said Willis thence west with this line to the point of beginning. 


To have and to hold said lot of land unto the said Trustees their successors 
and assigns forever with covenant of General Warranty and with power in said 
Trustee or their successors to convey the said lot by and witness the grantors 
hands this day of September, 1890. 


James Miller 
Perla M. Miller” 
“State of Kentucky 
Woodford County, Sct., 


I, John S. Moore, Clerk of the Woodford County Court do certify that the 
foregoing deed to Trustees of Versailles Presbyterian Church was on the 29th 
day of September, 1890 produced to me in my office and acknowledged by 
James W. Miller and Perla Miller his wife parties hereto to be their act and 
deed. Whereupon said and was this day lodged for record and together with 
certificate duly recorded in my office. 

Given under my hand this Ist day of January, 1891. 

John S. Moore, Clerk” 
Deed Book #10, page 53. 


John Henry Berryman James Thomas Berryman 


1792-1874 1822-1879 
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Clifford Kennedy Berryman 
1869-1949 


The Berryman Family and Clifton Chapel 


hem Glitton Chapel was never organized into a church but was an 


outpost of the Versailles church. Several of the elders in the Versailles Church 
lived at Clifton and with the pastor of the Versailles Church were empowered 
to receive members into the Versailles Church. The most distinguished family 
connected with Clifton Chapel was the Berryman family and the most celebrated 
member of the family was Clifford K. Berryman, a Pulitzer prize winner. He 
united with the Versailles Church at Clifton Chapel in 1880 when eleven 
years old. Several years before his death he furnished the compiler of this history 
with sketches of his grandfather and father: 
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“John H. Berryman was born in King George Co., Virginia on August 9th 1792. His 
childhood and youth were spent in his native state and he ever cherished a reverential 
regard for The Old Dominion. In early manhood he emigrated with his parents to 
Kentucky whither their older children had preceded them and located in Fayette Co. 
Thus becoming a citizen of this state in its early history, and excepting a brief residence 
in St. Louis, Mo. lived here during his remaining life. His characteristics were sobriety, 
strict integrity, his stability of purpose, his regular habits and a remarkable equanimity of 
temper and spirits. These secured him to respect and confidence of neighbors and ac- 
quaintances. Quiet and peaceable in his disposition, he would even make sacrifices to 
avoid strife—if such sacrifices involved no compromise of honor or principle. Doubtless 
have few men lived to such an advanced age with fewer enemies or borne less malice 


toward his fellow men. He was married to Jane Railey, daughter of Capt. Thomas 
Railey of Woodford Co. on the 9th day of August, 1819 the 27th anniversary of his 
birth. This proved a very happy union. Congenial companions, hand in hand they 
journeyed from youth to age, seldcm separated for a period longer than one day, 
thoroughly identified in all iho temporal interests and possessions and ever cherishing 
in unison, the same sweet hope of an “inheritance with the saints in light”. Two years 
subsequent to his marriage, he purchased the farm in Woodford Co. first occupied and 
owned by his wife’s father and removing to it, continued to live there and pursued his 
chosen avocation of agriculture until within a few years of his death. He succeeded in 
providing liberally for a large family, acquiring a competence which enabled him to 
spend his old age in ease and independence. 


In 1825 he and his wife united with the Griers Creek Presbyterian Church and a few 
years later, when the Macedonia Church was organized in his immediate neighborhood, 
they pine original members of that church—was elected a ruling Elder and _ faith- 
fully performed ie duties of his office for many years. 


His piety was practical and unostentatious, being a conspicuous part of his daily walk 
and conversation. Regular and punctual in his attendance upon the ordinances of the 
church and active and zealous in his support of the gospel. He endeavored to obey the 
scriptural injunction to train up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Serenely sweet were the closing years of his life. His work was done. During the years 
following his dear wife's dati through all those years of separation and solitude—how 
beautiful and tender his touching devotion to her memory as day after day with form 
more bending and feebler steps, he visited that consecrated spot where the roses and 
lilies blossomed and faded over his buried love. And when the long expected summons 
came, he was ready to depart. Separated for a few short years they are reunited now 
in a blissful home where parting is unknown. He died May 17, 1874. 


James Thomas Berryman eldest son of the foregoing—born April 12, 1822—was twice 
married and entered business on the Kentucky River at Clifton, a portion of the property 
of his father. He was an elder in the little Presbyterian Chapel at Clifton. It was there 
that all of his children were baptized and became members of the Presbyterian faith. 
He was very faithful in his attendance to his duties as an elder, this I can attest to as 
I had religiously to attend the services whenever the church bell rang out. 


My mother, his second wife, was a Baptist at the Elkhorn Creek Church and when she 
united with my father’s church, she quietly sneaked down to Franklin County, her 
native county and was immersed as she felt it was safer than sprinkling. But she took 
all her children and they were christened by sprinkling at the little Clifton Chapel, 
which was in those davs just across the street from our home. Later it was moved 
across the road—owing to Kentucky River risings and ravages.” 


Clifford Kennedy Berryman, son of James Thomas and Sallie Church 


Berryman, was born at Clifton, Woodford County, Kentucky, April 2, 1869 and 
died in Washington D.C. December 11, 1949. 


On July 17, 1880, when eleven, he joined the Versailles Presbyterian Church 


and at thirteen years of age, he played truant from school in order to hear his 
idol, J. C. S. Blackburn, speak. He drew a picture of Senator Blackburn and 
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mounted it on the top of a cigar box and it was displayed in. his Uncle Ed’s 
office. Later, Senator Blackburn saw the picture and noted the boys artistic 
skill. In 1886, when Clifford was only 17 years old, Blackburn secured a job 
in the Patent Office in Washington which paid $30 a month. He spent $20 for 
room and board and out of the $10 he began to repay a loan. He studied art 
at night. His talent was recognized by the Washington Post and he was employed 
as an illustrator. Sixteen years later, he transferred to the Washington Evening 
Star where he became one of the foremost cartoonists of his day—winning many 
honors in this field. He was a skilled raconteur which made him a favorite 
guest at any gathering. 


One of his famous stories was that he sat next to Mark Twain, at the 
Gridiron Club, who told him that he took a trip to the Sea of Galilee and tried 
to rent a boat, but when he found out what it would cost, he understood why 
Saint Peter wanted to walk upon the water. 


He was the originator of the Teddy Bear—founded upon the fact that 
Theodore Roosevelt, while hunting in Mississippi, refused to shoot a bear cub. 
This was one of Mr. Berryman’s favorite cartoons. He used the teddy bear on 
his private correspondence. 


~ 


He lived in Washington for sixty-three years and in that time he made 


cartoons of most of the famous personalities in America but never gave offense 
to anyone. 


He was loved as a kind Christian gentleman and Clifton Chapel did well 
when it nurtured him in the Christian faith during his boyhood. He was active 
in the Presbyterian Church all of his days. 


In a letter to the author Rev. James H. Taylor recalled his association with 


Dr. Rout in Versailles:-My Summer In Versailles 


“In the spring of 1896 I was invited by Dr. G. H. Rout, the pastor of the 
Versailles Presbyterian Church, to come to Versailles and assist in the work. 
I accepted the invitation and went to Versailles in May, 1696, to try out my 
ecclesiastical wings. Upon my arrival I was met at the station by Dr. Rout 
and taken to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Talbot, where I was to stay during 
the summer. The Talbots were living on what was known as the Darneal 
place and I was most comfortably located with that splendid family. At that 
time in the family besides Mr. and Mrs. Talbot were four boys, Finley, John, 
Addison and Harry, and two girls, Louise and Ellen. Besides them there were 
several summer boarders and some others who were living there. I enjoyed 
being in this home where I was made to feel as one of the family and always 
treated with great kindness. 
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Dr. Rout was a very remarkable man, for whom I had the highest respect 
and admiration. Now as I look back on those days I realize more and more his 
consideration of me as a young seminary student trying to preach. Dr. Rout 
was a marvel in his expository preaching. I told him on one occasion, that 
after he had explained a passage of Scripture it was useless for any one else to 
speak on it for he had explained everything in it. In this respect he was a 
genius. The Rout family was very kind. I should like to mention Mrs. Rout 
and Miss Cornelia and Mr. John Y. Rout as well as Miss Fannie Symington, 
who lived with them. When I think of the congregation having to listen to me 
and recall how attentive they were always and how generous in their attitude, 
I am firmly convinced of the truth of the Presbyterian doctrine of the “Perse- 
verance of the Saints’, for they proved it. 


Kev. James Henry Taylor, D.D. 


I had to preach on Sunday afternoon at Grier’s Creek and the next Sunday 
afternoon at Clifton, alternating with Dr. Rout. We always had a Sunday 
night service in the Versailles Church and so Dr. Rout had me preach also at 
night. Hence it was my duty to preach twice each Sunday. On one occasion, 
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on a hot Sunday afternoon, I went to preach at Clifton, and one of the boys took 
his horse and buggy and drove me to Clifton. If I recall aright the little church 
at Clifton faced the west and at 3:30 in the afternoon the warm sunshine was 
streaming through the west door. Just as I got started in the sermon, the 
steamboat whistle blew for the steamboat to dock at the wharf, for the boat had 
been delayed and did not arrive Saturday afternoon previous. The arrival of the 
steamboat was always an important event. When the whistle blew a second 
time, the whole congregation got up and went down to the dock, with the 
exception of the boy who had come with me, because he was asleep in the pew. 
I went to the window and looked out and watched them unload the freight and 
take on some freight and then the steamboat whistle blew again and the boat 
went on up the Kentucky River. Then the whole congregation came back into 
the church and took their seats. I was afraid to go on where I had left off so 
I started again from the beginning. It did not seem to make much difference 
and I preached the entire sermon. I recall the theme of the sermon; it was the 
martyrdom of Stephen. 


Dr. Rout planned for protracted meetings at both Grier’s Creek and 
Clifton, he preaching one night and I preaching the next night. Our meetings 
were wonderfully well attended. I always felt so small trying to preach after 
he did and often told him so. He was so kind to encourage me and it was a 
wonderful help. 


On another occasion we had concluded our meetings at Clifton and I 
came up to Versailles on a Saturday morning and heard that Dr. and Mrs. 
Rout had been suddenly called to Danville. He left word with Miss Cornelia 
Rout that I was to preach in the church at both services on Sunday. I was simply 
dazed and must have turned white as a sheet. I said to Miss Cornelia, “This is 
impossible, Dr. Rout knows that after preaching at Clifton during the week, 
[ have nothing to preach.” My attitude must have been somewhat amusing 
for Miss Fannie Symington began to laugh. I turned to her and said “Miss 
Symington, this is serious; it is not a laughing matter.” I think she almost 
had hysterics and I don't blame her now as I look back on this event. Miss 
Cornelia was very comforting. Well, I got through somehow, due to the 
constant kindness of the people. 


I think of Mr. A. J. Alexander of Woodburn whose kindly face and gentle 
attitude helped me so much. 


The fact is, I am indebted to the people of the Versailles Church for their 
constant kindness. Mr. John Y. Rout was especially thoughtful, lending me 
his fine horse often to drive to Grier’s Creek or to Clifton. I liked John 
Rout tremendously. 


After the summer, Dr. Rout let me come up week-ends to Versailles to 
continue the work until November. Once again when he was absent I 


[SO] 


preached in the morning. After the service a lady of fine spirit and culture 
came to me and said, “You certainly proved your point.” I never could 
think of what point I had proved so I accepted the compliment, wondering 
all the while what in the world I had said. 


Once again I bear testimony to the consideration and kindness of Dr. 
and Mrs. G. H. Rout and to that fine people whom I hold in abiding esteem. 
Of Dr. and Mrs. Rout I can truly say “I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you.” May the coming years be blessed ones for the church at Versailles, 
at Grier’s Creek and at Clifton. The testimony of the past years has been 
inspiring.” 

James H. Taylor 


____ PHOTO BY J. WINSTON COLEMAN, JR. 


Ebenezer Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 


Erected 1803-1804; Restored 1953 


Robert Hamilton Bishop 


This portrait was painted by Horace Harding in 1830 and now 
hangs in the office of the President of Miami University. 
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The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 


The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church believes that only the Psalms 
should be used in religious worship. They do not allow hymns or gospel songs 
to be used. 


There are no churches of this denomination in Woodford County. But 
the Ebenezer Church in Jessamine County is very close to the Woodford 
County line and part of the land may be in Woodford. The major part of this 
church came into the Southern Presbyterian Church in 1870. After worshiping 
at Ebenezer for a few years, this group united with the Clear Creek Church 
in Jessamine County to form the Troy Church. 


Some of the Ebenezer members did not go into the Southern Church but 
adhered to the Associate Reformed Church and after using the old Ebenezer 
building erected a brick building in Woodford County. 


There are no records to inform us when the Ebenezer Church was 
organized. It is believed that Adam Rankin, who left the Presbyterian Church 
and was received into the Associate Reformed Church, was the organizer in 
1793. In 1798 a commission of the congregation of the Ebenezer Church was 
appointed to select a site for the new church building. This commission recom- 
mended that the new church occupy the old site. It is probable that Ebenezer 
was organized between the years 1793 and 1798. Robert Bishop was the 
pastor from 1803-1814. After Bishop, several ministers supplied the church 
but the membership diminished until the time came when there were no 
services held in the old building. 


Rev. Neal Gordon began his ministry in 1841 and continued until October 
12, 1870, when he and his officers united with the Southern Presbyterian 
Assembly. During his long ministry the church prospered greatly. The 
Southern Church used this building until 1874 when the Ebenezer and Clear 
Creek Churches united to form the Troy Church. 


After the union of Ebenezer with the Southern Church, a minority of the 
Ebenezer congregation retained their allegience to the Associate Reformed 
Church and worshiped at Old Ebenezer until this new brick building, in 
Woodford County, was dedicated September 14, 1883, dedicatory sermon being 
preached by Dr. W. M. Grier. 

The old stone building fell into disrepair but in 1953 the old building 
was restored. On Sunday September 13, 1953 the building was dedicated anew. 
Ephraim January, Grantor 
Trustees of Ebenezer Church, Grantee 
Jessamine County, Kentucky Deed Book “B”, page 194. 

“This indenture made this sixteenth day of June in the year of Our Lord 
A.D. eighteen hundred and six between Ephraim January and Sarah his wife 
of the County of Jessamine and Kentucky State of one part and William 


[93] 


Garrett and Robert Black of Woodford County and Robert Lowery of Jessamine 
County all of Kentucky State and acting trustees of Ebenezer Church under 
the inspection of the Associate Reformed Synod, of the other part. 


Witnesseth that the said January and Sarah his wife for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of ten dollars current money of the state to them in hand paid 
the receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge hath granted bargained and 
sold and do by these present grant, bargain and sell unto the said Trustees 
and their successors as members of the above named church forever all that 
parcel of land lying in the County of Jessamine and state of Kentucky 
containing one and half acres and bounded as follows (viz) 


Rev. Neal McDougal Gordon 
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Beginning at a stone eight feet from Lampkins line running thence South 48 degrees 
East ten and one half poles to a Hickory, thence South 9 degrees West nineteen poles 
to two Hickories, thence North sixty-three degrees West fourteen and one half poles 


to a stone eight feet from Lampkins line thence South twenty-four degrees East twenty- 
one and one half poles to the Beginning 


To have and to hold the same with all and every of its appurtenances 
unto the above named trustees and their successors for the special use of a 
house of worship forever and the said January and Sarah his wife do bind 
themselves, heirs, and Executors & Administrators and assigns to warrant and 
defend the said land from all and every person claiming in or by them 


In testimony whereof they have hereunto set their kands & affixed their 
seal the year and day above written. 
Ephraim January (Seal) 
Interlined before signed 
Teste, S. H. Woodson, Clk. 


Jessamine County Towit June Court 1806 


The within Deed from Ephraim January and wife to the Trustees of 
Ebenezer Church was Produced in Court and acknowledged by the said 
Ephraim January to be his act and deed and ordered to record. 

Teste: Samuel H. Woodson, Clk.” 


Ebenezer, Ky. 
The new A. R. P. Ebenezer Church, in Woodford County. The dedicatory 
sermon was preached September 14, 1883 Bye heya ave Cricr D:D: 
The building was razed about 1950. 


Surrounding the old building is God’s Acre in which lie many former 
members of the old church. In 1922 descendants of members of Ebenezer 
Church organized a cemetery Association. The Association cares for the grounds 
and graves. 


Descendants of Ebenezer members meet each year on the Second Sunday in 
September at Ebenezer for a religious service. 


Rev. William O. Weir 


Last Supply of the New A. R. P. Ebenezer Church 
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The New Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 


Some of the members of the Ebenezer congregation did not go with the 
Rey. N. M. Gordon into the Southern Church but maintained a separate existence 
for many years. From “Sketches Read Before the A.R.P. Presbytery of Kentucky 
held at New Hope, Madison County, Kentucky, May 11, 1901” I quote: pages 
16-17, as follows: 


“Dr. W. R. Hemphill as missionary of the Synod of the South visited this place, and 
preached in the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church on the 19th of December, 1870, to the 
adherents of the A.R.P. Church. At this time a petition was drawn and signed by 20 
members of the Ebenezer Church to be reorganized into an A.R.P. Church under the 
care of the Kentucky Presbytery. The petition was granted and A. R. Guyn and Cochran, 
elders, were appointed to act with Dr. Hemphill as commissioners from the Presbytery. 
The organization was effected on Saturday before the Sabbath in June, 1871, James 
Renwick, W. L. Guyn and R. N. Guyn were elected and ordained as elders. After a 
short time the congregation secured possession of the old church which they continued 
to use for a number of years. 


Dr. Hemphill supplied the church for two or three years. He was followed by J. C. 
Galloway, G. R. White, J. S. A. Hunter, J. S. Mills and perhaps others until 1881 when 
W. O. Cochrane came. He continued for about four years, having become pastor of 
this church in connection with New Hope. During his pastorate the new church was 
built. The old building was of stone and located in Jessamine County. The new build- 
ing is brick, and is in Woodford County, more conveniently located. The members of 
the congregation live in portions of three counties, Jessamine, Woodford and Anderson. 
The cost of the new building besides the lot and some material donated, was about 
$2,000. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Dr. W. M. Grier, September 13, 1883. 
The building committee was W. L. Guyn, J. R. Guyn, R. A. Guyn and James Renwick. 


Mr. Cochrane demitted the charge in 1884. The church was supplied by the Board 
for one year. Rev. R. Y. Mills came in 1885, and continued three years. The church 
was then supplied by the Board until 1892 when W. H. Millen became pastor in con- 
nection with Hinkston church in Bourbon County. His relation continued four years. 
He demitted the charge in May, 1896. Since the erection of the new building the church 
has grown considerably, but has not reached its former strength. Since the pastorate of 
W. H. Millen it has had no pastor, but has received supplies from the Board, from 
different ministers each for short periods of time. The following names appear on the 
records as having preached here at various periods during this time: O. Y. Bonner, H. R. 
McAuley, W. B. Logan, W. W. Orr, T. P. Pressly, Pelt Lcoplessm lee b> sotewart. a |e bls 
Simpson, J. H. Moffatt, J. Boyce, W. S. Castles, W. A. Plexico, J. H. Pressly, J. W. Mc- 
Clain, R. L. Robinson, R. S. Harris, L. I. Echols, S. W. Reid and Lewis Hickman. The 
supply at present is C. S. Young. 


The elders are James Rennick, T. D. Black, and J. R. Guyn. The deacons are Wm. Black 
and Ed. Haydan. 


The church has always paid the per diem and its assessments until within the last three 
or four years it has fallen short of paying the assessments of Synod in full. The active 
membership at present is 34.” 
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Rev. C. S. Young supplied the church until 1904. In November 1904, 
Rev. G. L. Kerr, pastor of the church in Millersburg began to supply the 
church and continued in this work until 1909. 


The last minute in the Records of the Session is dated October 31, 1909. 


After the departure of Rev. G. L. Kerr the Rev. W. O. Weir supplied the 
church occasionally. The membership constantly declined until the services 
were discontinued altogether and the building was sold. This brick building 
was torn down about 1950. 


Most of the members put their membership in the Troy church, some went elsewhere. 
Though Ebenezer has ceased to exist as a separate church it still lives in the lives which 
have been influenced by the gospel which was proclaimed in its pulpit for almost one 
hundred years. 


Deed for The New Ebenezer A.R.P. Church 1883 


On August 27, 1883 William L. Guyn and Mary W. Guyn, his wife, deeded 
to John L. Walker and Joseph R. Guyn, of Woodford County, and Robert 
Rennick, of Fayette County, acting Trustees of Ebenezer Church in line of 
succession of William Garrette and Robert Black, of the county of Woodford, 
and Robert Lowry, of Jessamine County, as will be seen by reference to a deed 
bearing date of June 16, 1806 made by Ephraim January and wife and on record 
in the Clerk’s Office of Jessamine County. 


“A lot of land in the County of Woodford lying on the waters of south Clear Creek and 
on the Versailles Munday’s Landing and Harrodsburg Turnpike for the purpose of 
erecting a house of worship for the use and benefit of the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian congregation at Ebenezer. The consideration of one hundred dollars.” 


Woodford County Deed Book 6 at Page 143. 


Elm Corner Presbyterian Church Organized, June 14, 1891 


In 1886 Rev. E. O. Guerrant, D.D., became pastor of the Wilmore and 
Troy Presbyterian Churches. He served vitae: 1886-1901: and Troy 1886-1896. 
Im connection with his pastorate he preached in nearby school houses when 
opportunity afforded. 


On June 14, 1891, he organized the Elm Corner Presbyterian Church 
where the Versailles-Harrodsburg roads intersect with the Sellers Mill Road. 
There were thirty-three charter members and three ruling elders. He and his 
assistant pastor, the Rev. Benjamin Moss Cowan, supplied the church. 
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Elm Corner Presbyterian Church 


Organized June 14, 1891 
United with Troy June 24, 1926 
Burned December 4, 1927 


Dr. Guerrant employed the following theological students: 


William Moseley Eldridge 
Benjamin Moss Cowan 
Andrew Painter Gregory 
John Moffett Mecklin 
William Crowe 

Coleman Owings Groves 


to assist him in the summer vacation. The author has been helped in preparing 
the history of the church by letters from most of these students and also by 
Mrs. H. L. Cockerham whose husband was pastor of the Troy Church from 
1904 to 1920; and by the Rev. W. J. Gammon who was pastor at Troy 1920-1924. 


The theological students were in charge of the work at Elm Corner during 
Dr. Guerrant’s pastorate at Troy. 


After Dr. Guerrant resigned the pastorate of Wilmore and Troy, his 
successors at Troy, Mr. Eldridge, Mr. Cockerham and Mr. Gammon supplied 
Elm Corner in connection with their pastorates at Troy. 


On December 10, 1896, Mr. R. H. Risk and his wife, Permelia, deeded one 
half acre of land, on which the building was erected, to Allen Jeff, William 
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B. Ford and Alexander S. Mattingly, trustees of the Elm Corner Church. Here, 
for about thirty-five years, an active ministry was exercised. The church 
served the communities of Mortonsville, Pinckard and the adjacent territory. 
The coming of the automobile removed the necessity of having churches close 
to each other, so in 1926 the Elm Corner and Troy Churches were merged and 
Elm Corner lives to-day in the Troy Church. 


Dissolution of the Elm Corner Church 


West Lexington Presbytery met in an adjourned Session in the Y.M.C.A. 
building in Lexington June 24, 1926. Rev. G. M. Hollingsworth was the 
Moderator. 


Present were Ministers: 


G. M. Hollingsworth J. E. Haney 

A. H. Doak Hervey McDowell 
Charles Kingsley 5S” .B.ylandersD. LD. 
J. S. Robinson D. K. Walthall, D.D. 


and Licentiate D. T. Brandenburg 


Ruling Elders were: 


H. H. Wetzel, Wilmore J. B. Gray, Mt. Pleasant 
Dr. A. J. A. Alexander, Versailles B. Y. Willis, Nicholasville 
W. A. Cox, Pisgah H. Lehman, Midway 


A petition was presented from the Session of Troy Church and _ the 
congregation of Elm Corner Church requesting the consolidation of the two 
churches. Following is the petition: 


“At a congregational meeting at the Elm Corner Church held on May 9, 1926, all 
members present voted to join the Troy Church asking the Presbytery to consolidate 
the two churches, the church so formed to retain control of the Elm Corner property, 
using same for a Mission Sabbath School and preaching services at such times and 
occasions as seem best to the consolidated church.” At a meeting of the Troy Church on 
June 6th, the above was ratified and the matter authorized to be presented to the 
Adjourned Meeting of West Lexington Presbytery on June 24, 1926. 


(Signed) William Hartley, Clerk of the Session of the 
Elm Corner Presbyterian Church 


W. W. Johnston, Clerk of the Session of the 
Troy Presbyterian Church” 
After discussion the motion prevailed to grant the request. 


Rev. William Crowe, D.D., Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States in 1932, writes about his work at 
Elm Corner and Nonesuch, as follows: 
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“I spent two summers in the middle nineties supplying the Elm Corner and Nonesuch 
Churches in Woodford and Jessamine counties. Dr. Guerrant was my boss; and that 
word fits into the picture. But withal I can say that his commands were invariably 
saturated with an effectionate interest in the person commanded. His leadership was 
always constructive and profitable for the one who was willing to follow. Alex Mattingly 
was an elder in the Elm Corner Church, as was Chilt Reed in the church at Nonesuch. 
They were both dependable and industrious in caring for their churches. Mrs. Gordon 
whose deceased husband was a brother of Prof. Neal Gordon of Lexington, was my 
hostess during both summers. Mrs. Gordon’s mother, Mrs. Hutchinson, lived with her. 
They were indeed handmaidens of the Lord. 


When Dr. Guerrant told you to do a thing, the shortest way out was to do it. One hot 
July day, in the midst of a desperately dry spell, this order came: “Now, Willie, you go 
over and start a meeting at Elm Corner, and I will be there next week to conclude it.’ 
‘But, Doctor, the weather is too hot for people to go to church, and more than that, 
there is nobody in that neighborhood to be converted. They are all members of the 
church already.’ “No, Willie, you do as I tell you.’ I did. A few attended each day. 
One old gentleman said: “Son, it’s mighty dry, but your preaching can’t bring rain. 
Wait till Dr. Guerrant comes, and we will get it.” So the Doctor finally arrived. The 
rains poured, the drought was broken, and twenty-eight people joined the church on 
profession of faith. 


They were a sturdy folk in that community—the Blacks and the Gruyns and others, plus 
those already mentioned. Those two summers are held in lively remembrance. The 
work was hard, but the discipline of lasting value. And it was a grand thing to get off 
occasionally and play around with the young fry in Dr. Rout’s congregation in Ver- 
sailles.” 


Ruling Elders were: 


Allen Jeff John Montgomery 
Alexander S. Mattingly John Rice 
Chilt MacDonald William Hartley 


William B. Ford 


Deacons were: 


William B. Ford Wilgus Guyn 
John Rice Miles Chapman 
John Montgomery David Stout 


James Donnellan 


Sunday School Superintendent: 


A. S. Mattingly 
John Montgomery 
James Donnellan 
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Prominent Families Were: 


Mattingly Donnellan 
Ford Rennick 
Trabue Montgomery 
Remley Thurman 
Park Moore 

Cole Gooch 
Hartley Gordon 
MacDonald McConnell 
Gaines 


Deed of the Elm Corner Presbyterian Church 


“In consideration of One Dollar cash in hand, the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, We, R. H. Risk and Permelia Risk his wife have this day 
sold and do hereby convey unto Allen Jeff, Wm. B. Ford and Alex S. Mattingly, 
Trustees of the Presbyterian Church at Elm Corner, Woodford County, 
Kentucky, and their successors in office the following lot or parcel of land 
lying in the County of Woodford and State of Kentucky, on the Versailles and 
Harrodsburg Turnpike Road on the West side thereof and bounded as 
tollows to-wit;— 


“Beginning at an elm tree at junction of Seller's Mill and Versailles and Harrodsburg 
Pikes corner to Mrs. Ann McKee and McFall Brothers, thence S 64 W 6.72 poles to a 
stake in the center of the Seller’s Mill Pike in line of Mrs. Ann McKee and R. H. Risk 
thence N 39 W 7.56 poles to a cedar post at angle in fence corner to said Risk, thence 
N 27 E 7.6 poles to a cedar post at angle in fence corner to same, thence S 80 E 9.48 
poles to a stake in center of the Versailles and Harrodsburg Pike corner to R. H. Risk 
and in line of McFall Brothers, thence S 16 E 8.20 poles to the Beginning containing 
#3 acre more or less.” 


“The conveyance is made to the Trustees of the Elm Corner Presbyterian 
Church and their Successors as a place of worship, and whenever it ceases to 
be used for that purpose said land with appertenances thereunto belonging shall 
revert to the said R. H. Risk or the grantee then owning the balance of the tract 
of land of which this conveyance is a part. 


To have and to hold unto the said Allen Jeff, Wm. B. Ford and Alex S. 
Mattingly, Trustees as aforesaid and their successors in office the foregoing lot 
or parcel of land together with all the improvements thereon so long as the same 
may be used as a place of worship with Covenant of General Warranty. 


In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands this 10th day of De- 
cember, 1896. 
Re Hee hisk 


Permelia Risk” 
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State of Kentucky ) 


) Sct. 
Woodford County ) 


I, R. H. Gray, Clerk of the Woodford County Court, certify the foregoing 
deed from R. H. Risk and his wife to the Trustees of the Elm Corner Presbyterian 
Church, was on the 10th day of December 1896, produced to me in my office 
and acknowledged by R. H. Risk and Permelia Risk, his wife to be their act and 
deed and the same was this day lodged for record and together with this certifi- 
cate duly recorded in my office. 


Given under my hand this 10th day of December, 1896. 
Rapti Gray elerks 
See Deed Book #12 of Woodford County, Kentucky Page 472. 


On June 24, 1926, the Presbytery of West Lexington merged the congregation 
of Elm Corner Presbyterian Church with the Troy Presbyterian Church, with the 
understanding that the Elm Corner property was to be used as a mission of the 
combined churches. On December 4, 1927, after services had been conducted by 
some students from Asbury College, Wilmore, Kentucky, the church building 
burned. 


On July 18, 1928, the above mentioned Trustees of Elm Corner Presbyterian 
Church, to wit:—Allen Jeff, Wm. B. Ford and Alex S. Mattingly, deeded to W. B. 
Boston, the lot on which the Elm Corner Church had stood. 

See Deed Book #33, pages 398-399 of Woodford County Court, Woodford 
County, Ky. 


Griers Creek Presbyterian Church 
Built in 1924 
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Rev. David Thornton Brandenburg 
Supplied Griers Creek Church 1933-1936 
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Pastors and Supplies of Griers Creek Church 
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Seceded to The New School Presbyterian Church 1840-1859 
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The New School Presbyterian Church disbanded in Kentucky in 1859. 
The Church was vacant during the Civil War and a family lived in it. 
A Chapel of the Versailles Church 1874-1928. 

Chapel Supplied by Dr. Rout and his Assistants 1874-1909. 
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Organized into a Church October 21, 1928 
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Griers Creek Presbyterian Church 


The Griers Creek Presbyterian Church crowns a beautiful eminence of blue 
grass land situated in Woodford County, Kentucky, four miles from Versailles on 
the Lawrenceburg and Versailles Road. On June 2, 1817, Thomas Railey, Jr. 
sold for $35.00 a tract of land to Willis Field, Andrew Muldrow, Samuel Jesse, 
Joel M. Dupuy and Randolph Railey, Trustees for the Republican Meeting House. 
On September 30, 1830, Charles Railey sold for $45.00 an adjoining tract to the 
above mentioned land, to Willis Field, Joel M. Dupuy, Samuel Campbell, Ran- 
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dolph Railey, Charles S. Railey, Allen Rowland and William D. Young, Trustees 
for the Republican Meeting House. 


A brick house was erected on this land between 1818 and 1820, which re- 
mained standing until 1924, when the present building was built on the site of the 
old building. A school house was built soon after the first church building was 
constructed. In this house Rey. John Newton Blackburn taught school at an early 
date. 


As the word Republican signifies, the church was not a denominational 
church, but was for the use of the various Protestant denominations then in 
Woodford County. Presbyterians seem to have been the denomination that used 
this building. 


Rev. Eli Smith, pastor of the Frankfort Church from 1817 to 1828, organized 
the Griers Creek Presbyterian Church in 1818 and supplied it in connection 
with the Frankfort Church until his removal to Paris, Kentucky, in 1829. 


While President of Centre College, Dr. Gideon Blackburn began to supply 
this church in 1829. On April 10, 1831, he was installed pastor of Versailles and 
Griers Creek. He continued in this capacity until his removal to Carlinville, 
Ulinois, in 1832. 


From 1833 to 1836, Rev. John Newton Blackburn, son of Rev. Gideon Black- 
burn, was the stated supply. Mr. Blackburn also taught the school at Griers 
Creek. 


Rev. Joseph Clay Stiles supplied Versailles and Griers Creek from 1836 to 
1840. 


In 1840 Griers Creek seceded to the New School Church and from 1840 to 
1859 it continued in the New School. The following is a copy of the action 
taken by the church: 


“A Solemn Protest of the Griers Creek Church against The Unconstitutional Measures 
of the General Assemblies of 1837-1838.” 


The following resolutions were adopted and signed by the members of the 
Griers Creek Church, December 16, 1840:— 


“We the undersigned members of the Griers Creek Church believe that in the course 
of events the time has come when we are solemnly and imperiously called upon to 
throw ourselves on our reserved rights and to take a decided stand against what we 
believe to be the system of high-handed, tyrannical and unjust measures pursued by our 
Ecclesiastical Courts. 


“We have ever believed that the Excinding Act of 1837 and the carrying out of that 
Act in 1838 were equally abhorrent to the principles of our discipline and to even- 
handed justice, but at the same time we have tried to feel and to act under the in- 
fluence of that Charity which ‘hopeth all things’. 
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“We did hope that those Acts were the result of a highly excited state of party feelings 
and that when time had afforded an opportunity for a calm and retrospective examina- 
tion of the whole subject, they would retrace their steps, so far at least, that we might 
continue with them without palpable violation of the dictates of conscience, “but hope 
deferred, maketh the heart sick’, and truly this hope has been deferred at least in the 
department of the Church in which our lot is cast. 


“So far from witnessing any disposition to retrace the steps already taken, we have 
witnessed the most uncompromising determination of every principle, sacred to Pres- 
byterianism and to our Free Republican Institutions. 


“We have seen the Session of a sister church deposed from office without prosecution, 
without charge, without citation, and without trial, for having as in duty bound, at- 
tempted to defend the good name of their Minister from the tongue of calumny and 
detraction. 


“We have seen one of our most talented and devoted Ministers arraigned and subjected 
to a mock trial and deposed from the ministry for no other reason than that of exercising 
the inalienable right of every Presbyterian and of every free man in discussing the 
principles of our discipline and the Acts of our Ecclesiastical Courts. 


“In view of this state of things therefore: 


“Resolved 1, That it is our solemn and deliberate conviction that we can not any 
longer continue our Ecclesiastical Connection with a body of men pursuing the course 
referred to in the above preamble without in some degree being “partakers of other mens 
. > 
sins’. 


“Resolved 2, That we renounce all connection with that branch of the Presbyterian 
Church who assume to themselves the distinctive titles of Old School and Orthodox. 


“Resolved 3, That in dissolving our connection with that body, we are not leaving the 
Presbyterian Church, that our attachment to her doctrines and discipline is undiminished 
and that we hope soon to form a connection with a large and respectable body of our 
breathren who sympathize with us, and with whom we hope to enjoy the administra- 
tion of our admirable form of Government on the good old Basis of our Confession of 
Faith, free from all the novel and tyrannical usurpation of Old Schoolism. 


“Resolved 4, That the Session of Griers Creek Church attend the Convention to meet 
on the 18th day of this month at Lexington to represent and attend to the interests of 
this church. 


Signed 
Martha W. Railey Martha Railey 
Caroline W. Frazer George C. Gough 
Jane Carr Pauline Pleasants 
Judith W. Railey Elizabeth Eplar 
Elizabeth Frazer Sarah McLain 
Susan C. Frazer Sarah A. Eplar 
Jane Shyrock Jane Wilson 
Martha A. Shyrock Agnes W. White.” 


Olivia Shyrock 
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Rey. Alexander Wheeler Campbell supplied the church in 1840-1843. After 
leaving Griers Creek, he went to Paducah and became the first pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Paducah. He and some relatives organized the Paducah 
Church. He died while pastor of the Paducah Church, in 1848. 


The Records of the Session give the following as members in 1843, with 
notations about their deaths and removals:— 


Jane Carr, died October 6, 1856 Jane Shyrock, dead 

Martha Ratcliffe, died Sept. 10, 1856 Jane Wilson, died July 12, 1854 
Joseph Frazer, dead Paulina Pleasants, died 4/9/1847 
Elizabeth Frazer, dead Mahaly (colored woman) 
Martha Railey, died July 10, 1849 G. C. Gough, gone 

Sarah A. Eplar Martha Shyrock, gone 

John Shyrock, dead Olivia Shyrock, gone 

Joseph T. Bain, Suspended John Lynch, gone 

Ann Egbert, died August 1, 1855 Mary Smith, Jr., dismissed 
Agatha White, dead Elizabeth Smith, dead 

(Elder) Wm. Dickey, died 7/26/1843 Sally Quarles, gone 

Susan C, Frazer, dismissed, 1853 Dr. Isham Railey, a ruling elder, 
Samuel Carr, dismissed died Sept, 4, 1845 

Sally McClain, died July 28, 1843 William Swift, at Lane Seminary 
Caroline W. Frazer, died 3/3/1859 Mary Smith, Sr., dismissed 
Martha W. Railey, dead Cornelia Smith, dead 

Elizabeth Eplar, dead Jane Caldwell, dismissed 

Jane P. Lyle, dismissed 9/13/1854 Sally Railey, died Oct. 25, 1854 


In the years 1843-1844 the Church was supplied by The Reverend John Black. 
After leaving Griers Creek, Mr. Black served in New Albany, Indiana, and from 
there went to Pittsburgh, where he died in 1847. 


Rev. George Washington Kennedy supplied the church 1844-1848. Before 
coming to Griers Creek, Mr. Kennedy had been pastor of the church in Lebanon, 
Kentucky and in Paris, Kentucky. When he left Kentucky, he went to Delaware, 
and the latter years of his ministry were spent in the East. 


After the removal of Mr. Kennedy, the church was supplied by ministers in 
Harmony New School Presbytery. Rev. E. P. Pratt and Rev. John H. Zivley were 
frequent preachers during this period. 

A brief note in the Records of the Session states, “Organized a Missionary 
Society on the monthly contribution plan, September 4, 1844.” One would judge 
from this statement that men as well as women belonged to this Society. Prob- 
ably, the members agreed to give so much each month. 


From 1851 to 1859 The Rev. Fincelius R. Gray, who at the same time served 
the Versailles Church, was the Stated Supply. After leaving Kentucky, Mr. Gray 
served in Missouri. 
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The Records of the Session contain only one statistical report which is as 
follows and is for April 1, 1854 to April 1, 1855:— 


“2 added on examination 

28 whole numbers of communicants 
1 adult baptized 

$20.00 contributed to education 
$12.00 contributed to education” 


After Mr. Gray resigned his work, the church had very few services. During 
the Civil War and immediately thereafter, the building was used as a residence. 


Dr. Rout, pastor of the Versailles Church, preached at Clifton two Sunday 
afternoons in the month and two Sunday afternoons at Griers Creek. These two 
points were outposts of the Versailles Church. Dr. Rout had theological students 
to assist him in the summer. Many evangelistic services were held in these two 
outposts and many united with the Versailles Church as a result of the meetings. 
Dr. Rout is mentioned in Griers Creek, September 2, 1872, for the first time. 


The Rev. E. C. Lynch, pastor of the Versailles Church, 1914-1926, took a 
deep interest in Clifton and Griers Creek. Many persons came into the member- 
ship of the Versailles church through Mr. Lynch’s work in these two outposts. 


At a meeting of the Session of the Versailles Church, September 19, 1918, 
Mr. A. A. Bowmar introduced a resolution that the Griers Creek Church Building 
be declared unsafe for further use, and that the windows be boarded up and 
services there be discontinued. Mectings, thereafter, were held in the school 
house nearby. 


At a congregational meeting held in the Versailles Church on November 26, 
1922, it was decided to use $4,000.00 of the $5,000.00 left to the Versailles Church 
by Dr. William Wasson, to build a new church at Griers Creek. 


The new church was ready to be dedicated in the fall of 1924. The Session 
of the Versailles Church at a meeting September 8, 1924, authorized the placing 
of the Versailles Communion table in the Griers Creek Church. At the same 
meeting, it was decided to invite the Reverend Dr. Rutherford Douglas to preach 
the dedicatory sermon in October. Dr. Charles Crooks, a professor in Centre 
College, was invited to have a part in the service with Dr. Douglas. Dr. Crooks 
had been a member of the Versailles Church during his boyhood, and his father 
was a ruling elder in the church from 1872 to 1877. 


Mrs. Nannie Sellers, on August 11, 1926, gave an acre of land near the Griers 
Creek Church for a manse for the pastor of that church. Dr. A. J. A. Alexander 
paid for the manse, and Mrs. Lucas Broadhead paid for a deep well. Several of 
the pastors have lived in this manse. 


A very impressive service was held in the Griers Creek Church, July 18, 
1926, when The Reverend Robert M. Cochran was ordained as Assistant Pastor 
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of the Versailles Church having, as his especial work, the pastoral oversight of 
Griers Creek. Mr. Cochran continued in this work for about two years, he of- 
fered his resignation to West Lexington Presbytery, May 17, 1928. Presbytery 


accepted the resignation to take effect June 3, 1928. 


The following officers were ordained as officers in the Versailles Church, 


November 21, 1926, to serve at Griers Creek: 


Ruling Elders Deacons 

Go 5. aV ance W. L. Searcy 

N. F. Rudd Ezra Shyrock 
Del lrosper 


Westley Sutherland 
Guy Bartlett 


This ordination service was held in the Griers Creek building and the Rev. 


Robert M. Cochran officiated. 


Griers Creek Organized into a Church . 


From the Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery, Fall Meeting, 1928, page 4, 


we learn of the organization of Griers Creek into a church. 


“A petition was read from the Griers Creek Chapel requesting the Presbytery to organize 
a church at that place. The request was granted and the petition is as follows: 


“We the members of the Griers Creek Presbyterian Church, which is, at present time, 
a mission or branch of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, do request the Presbytery to 
grant us the privilege of organizing the Griers Creek Presbyterian Church, thereby 
giving the officers of the Breen ae power to conduct its own business relations—re- 
taining, however, the support of the Versailles Presbyterian Church. The signers of the 


petition follows: 


“Mrs. Marshall Shyrock Mr. Norman Sutherland 
Emma G. Bartlett Margaret Strange 
Steven Vance Wesley Sutherland 
Frances Helen Bartlett Ezra Shyrock 

Lucille Shyrock Mrs. B. W. Thompson 
Ernie Brandenburg B. W. Thompson 

W. M. Todd Sarah Strange 

Mrs. Norman Sutherland Lester W. Searcy 

J. C. Todd. Mrs. Lester W. Searcy 
James Mitchen N. F: Rudd 


Guy W. Bartlett 


Mrs. Guy W. Bartlett 
Edna Earl Vance 

Mrs. Dorothy L. Trosper 
Dewey L. Trosper 

Mrs. John Bartlett 

Mary Elizabeth Bobbitt 
Dorothy Drury 

Munell Foofert 

Mrs. Anna Drury 

G. S. Vance 


“The following commission was appointed to organize Griers Creek Chapel into a 
church October 21, 1928, at 7:00 P.M. Rev. G. W. Belk, Rev. A. H. Chapin, Rev. J. S. 


Robinson and Dr. A. J. A. Alexander.” 
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(From the Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery, Fall Meeting 1928, page 11:) 


“Versailles, Ky., Route 5 
October 21, 1928 


Your commission to organize Griers Creek Chapel into a church, composed of the Revs. G. 
W. Belk, A. H. Chapin and J. S. Robinson and ruling elder Dr. A. J. A. Alexander, of the 
Versailles Church, met at the Chapel at 7:15 P.M. and was constituted with prayer. 
Rey. G. W. Belk presided and preached a sermon to a capacity house. Rev. Joao: 
Robinson was appointed Clerk. 


Testimonials were presented from the Versailles Church dismissing all those members 
who affiliated with Griers Creek. After the reading of the covenant and assent of the 


people thereto, the congregation was duly pronounced a church. 


The following officers were elected: 


Elders Deacons 
G. S. Vance Ezra Shyrock Lester Searcy 
Ngee hudd Guy Bartlett Dae Lr osper 


Wesley Sutherland 


These men having all been ordained and having served in the Versailles Church, were 
installed as officers in the new church, with the exception of Mr. Sutherland who was 
absent. Rey. J. S. Robinson propounded the questions and Rev. A. H. Chapin gave a 
fitting charge to the officers and members. Dr. A. J. A. Alexander brought a message 
of counsel and encouragement from the mother church. 


The Session was closed with prayer. 
Respectfully, 


G. W. Belk, Chairman; 
J. S. Robinson, Clerk.” 


At a meeting of the congregation November 25, 1928, the Rev. Joseph D. 
Campbell was called to the pastorate of the church. 


From the Minutes of the Spring Meeting of West Lexington Presbytery, 
held at Lexington, Kentucky, April 16, 1929, pages 19 and 20, we extract this 
minute: 


“Rev. J. D. Campbell presented a letter of dismissal from Upper Missouri Presbytery 
seeking admission to this Presbytery. Mr. Campbell was examined upon Theology, 
Experimental Religion, Sacraments and Church Government, and the examinations 
were sustained as parts and as a whole; after which he was enrolled as a member of 


this body.” 
A Call from Griers Creek Church was placed in Mr. Campbell’s hands and 
accepted by him. 


The following Commission was appointed to install Mr. Campbell the night 
of May 12 next: Rev. George Belk, to preside and preach; Dr. D. K. Walthall and 
Elder A. A. Bowmar, Rev. J. S. Robinson, alternate.” 
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Mr. Campbell ministered to the church until 1932 when he resigned. 


In January 1933, the Rev. David Thornton Brandenburg was invited by 
the congregation to become the Stated Supply. Permission was given at the 
spring meeting of Presbytery in April 1933, for Mr. Brandenburg to supply the 
church. He continued in this capacity during the years of 1933 and 1934. 

Mr. Brandenburg was succeeded by the Reverend Wylie Kenneth Mills 
who was licensed by Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery November 7, 1935, and 
was ordained by the same Presbytery in Griers Creek Church, January 12, 1936. 
Mr. Mills remained in this pastorate until his dismission to Louisville Presbytery, 
September 20, 1937. 

After Mr. Mills departed, the Rev. Charles Wallace Anderson was the 
Stated Supply. He came soon after Mr. Mills left and remained until the summer 
of 1942. He gave quite an impetus to the work and in many ways the church 
went forward. During his stay, forty-one persons were added to the membership. 

The Reverend Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D. began his work February 1, 1943 
as Stated Supply and continued to April 1, 1951. 


Since Dr. Sanders resigned, the following have served as Stated Supplies: 


Rev. Graham Gordon, 1951-1953 
Rev. S. H. Cramer, 1954-1955 
Rev. Kenneth L. Cristy, 1950-1961 


In 1961 Mr. William M. Ryan began his service at the church. 


The records of the church are very incomplete but, from the ones availa- 
ble, we learn that the following have served as officers in the church. 


When the church was organized in 1818, Samuel Campbell and Alexander 
McClure were the ruling elders completing the organization of the church. 


There are no records from 1818 to 1943 so we do not know if there were 
additional officers or not. Campbell and McClure are mentioned in the records 
of the Versailles Church, as being present in Versailles April 10, 1831, when 
Gideon Blackburn was, at that time, installed pastor of the Versailles and 
Griers Creek Churches. The only two ruling elders mentioned from 1843 to 
1859, when the records of the New School Church ceased, are Dr. Isham 
Railey and Samuel S. Graham. 


Since the new building was erected in 1924, the following have served as 
ruling elders: G. S. Vance, N. F. Rudd, Wesley Drury, Ezra Shyrock, Lester 
Searcy and Reuben Turner. 

The deacons have been: Guy Bartlett, D. L. Trosper, Westley Sutherland, 
Ezra Shyrock, Lester Searcy, B. W. Thompson, Prestice Phillips, James Adams, 
Ben Slattery, Ezra Shyrock, Jr., Forrest Turner and Charles Bartlett. 
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For many years there was a school on this property. As has been stated, the 
deeds stated that the church was to be for all denominations. The Woodford 
County School Board brought suit in the Circuit Court against the Presbyterian 
Church for a deed to the ground on which the school house stood. Judge Ardrey 
decided in favor of the Presbyterian church and was given a new deed to all 
of the land. 


Rev. Joseph James Bullock, D.D. 
Supplied the Harmony Church 1848-1849 
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Harmony Old School Presbyterian Church, Organized May 26, 1832 


From the Records of West Lexington Presbytery, we extract the following: 


“By order of Presbytery Rev. J. T. Edgar organized a church of sundry individuals 
dismissed from the Woodford Church. This church to be named HARMONY. Reported 


and received by Presbytery October 4, 1832.” Records from West Lexington Presbytery, 
page 149. 


From “Harmony Church Session Book” pages 1-3, we learn these facts 
about the organization of the Harmony Church: 


“A petition from sundry members of the Woodford Church, praying that they might be 
dismissed and constituted into a separate church, was laid before Presbytery. 


“Whereupon, it was on motion resolved, that the prayer of their petition be granted & 
that the Rev. John T. Edgar, agreeable to their request be appointed to constitute them 
into a separate branch of the Church of Christ, as soon as practicable.” 


May 26th, 1832 


“In accordance with the above resolution a meeting of the members who petitioned 
Presbytery to be constituted into a separate church was held: And after sermon their 
names being called, it was ascertained that they were prepared to be organized into 
a visable church of Christ to be known by the name of the Church of Harmony. Where- 
upon they proceeded to the choice of Ruling Elders. John Regis Alexander, late a ruling 
Elder in the Woodford Church, was chosen—together with Joseph H. Davis & James 
Franklin Bell who having signified their willingness to accept the office of Ruling 
Elders in said church were on answering the questions directed in the Form of Goy- 
ernment ordained to said office”. 


A list of names of the Church members constituted into the Harmony 
Church. 
Andrew Jonathan Alexander killed in his saw mill. 


Mira M. Alexander (Mrs. A. J.) She was daughter of Gov. George Madison 


Cherry McGinnis Mary J. Bell 

Joseph H. Davis Sarah Porter 

James F. Bell Milley Scrogin 

Charles Alexander Jane S. Madison 

John Regis Alexander Jane McCracken 

Martha M. Alexander (Mrs. Charles) William Harriman 

James Brown M. F. Alexander (Mrs. John Regis) 
Joseph N. Bell Victorie Campbell 

Harriett R. Davis Martha Brown (Mrs. James) 


Elizabeth Bell 
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The First Recorded Minute of the Session: 
October 3rd, 1832 


“The session met was constituted by prayer and appointed Jos. H. Davis to 
attend the meeting of Presbytery in Frankfort, on the 4th day October 1832, 
and J. R. Alexander to attend the meeting of Synod in Louisville, the 10th 
day of the same month. Dismissed with prayer.” 


Probably Simeon Salisbury moderated this meeting although the records do 
not say so. He baptized two Alexander children, June 3, 1832. 


Soon after the church was organized in May, Simeon Salisbury, who had gone 
to Georgetown in the fall of 1831, became the Stated Supply of Harmony. He 
remained with the Harmony Church until the spring of 1835. On September 
25, 1835, he was dismissed by West Lexington Presbytery to Salem Presbytery 
in Indiana. He was a minister full of missionary zeal. 


On August 13, 1836, a call was issued to Rev. Joseph Clay Stiles to become 
the pastor of Midway. The church prospered greatly under the ministry of Dr. 
Stiles, as he was an unusually gifted evangelist and one of the foremost pulpit 
orators of his day. The church lived up to its name and there was agreement 
and harmony among its members. 


Harmony, however, was not to be spared the spirit of division which 
had caused a split in the Presbyterian Church in the United States in the 
year 1838, into the New School and the Old School Presbyterian Churches. In 
the Sessional Records of Harmony Church, we find this note: 


“The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered to the members of Harmony 
Church by Rev. J. C. Stiles, on April 19th, 1840.” 
The next reference to the Lord’s Supper is as follows: 


“The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered to the members of Harmony 
Church at Midway by Rev. J. Stiles assisted by the Reverend Brethern Curtis, King, 
Black, Phillips and Kennedy, August 8, 1841.” 


In the minutes of the Session of the Harmony Old School Church dated 
June 3, 1841, we are told that the Session of Harmony Church had seceded with 
the former preacher, the Rev. J. C. Stiles. So, we are warranted in believing 
that the division occurred early in the year 1841. 


In the Shane Collection, in the Presbyterian Historical Society, 520 
Witherspoon Building, in Philadelphia, is the record of the Session of the Old 
School Harmony Church from its beginning till its end. From this record we 


get the information contained in this paper. The record of the Session begins 
thus: 
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“Woodford County, Kentucky, June 3, 1841, Harmony Church 


“The former session of the Harmony Presbyterian Church having seceded 
with the former preacher the Rev. Joseph C. Stiles, a meeting of the members 
of the church was called at Mrs. Mira Alexander’s on this day for the purpose 
of electing Elders for the said Church. Present, sisters Mirah Alexander, Jane 
Robertson, Elizabeth Bell, Margaret A. Pates, Eleanor M. Blackburn and 
brothers Col. John P. Porter, Joseph Nelson Bell, John R. Pates and Churchill 
J. Blackburn. 


“Brother John P. Porter was appointed Chairman and Brother Blackburn 
was appointed Secretary. 


“It was proposed to elect one elder, which was negated. It was then proposed 
to elect two elders which was decided in the affirmative. Whereupon Brothers 
Joseph N. Bell and Churchill J. Blackburn were chosen. The Church then 
adjourned to meet at Dr. C. J. Blackburn’s on Tuesday the 11 instant at 3 o'clock 
P.M. 


C. J. Blackburn, Secretary. John P. Porter, Chairman.” 


Charter Members of Harmony in May 1832 


Joseph Newton Bell, died about 1850 


Elizabeth Bell (Mrs. Jos. N.) was dismissed to Shelbyville, Kentucky, November 
21, 1852 Mrs. Mira Alexander (Mrs. Andrew Jonathan) was dismissed to the 
First Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, Missouri, October 6, 1850. 


In addition to the above, the following were members of Harmony: 
Harry, a colored man 
Jane Robertson, dismissed to Woodford Church, 1842 
John R. Pates 
Margaret Pates (Mrs. John R.) 
Churchill J. Blackburn, dismissed January 5, 1851. 
Eleanor N. Blackburn (Mrs. C. J.) dismissed January 5, 1851 
Col. John P. Porter, dismissed to Ist Church, Nashville, October 1, 1853 
William Mitchell, dismissed to church in Jackson, Mississippi 
Frances A. Mitchell, (Mrs. Wm.) dismissed to Jackson, Mississippi 
Prudence Blackburn, received by letter from Shelbyville, Kentucky, married 
Mr. Morton, dismissed 2nd Church, Louisville, Ky. 8/20/45 
Prudence B. Lewis, married Mr. Ringo, dismissed Feb. 22, 1847 
Sarah J. Bell, married Mr. _____- Allen, dismissed to Shelbyville, 12/1/1850 
David Tweedie 
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Rachel Tweedie (Mrs. David), dismissed Lexington, Mr., April 10, 1852 

John R. Stockdell, from Pisgah, 7/20/1846, dismissed, June 3, 1855 

Rachel Tweedie (Mrs. John), from Pisgah 7/20/1846, dismissed, June 3, 1855 
Mary A. Jones, joined 7/15/1848; dismissed 1/18/1856 

James Eells, dismissed by letter 

George Wythe Lewis, by letter from Frankfort, 7/15/1848, died 7/19/1865 
David C. Humphreys, from Versailles, 4/28/1850, will probated Sept. 1864 
Mrs. Sarah Humphreys (Mrs. D. C.) survived her husband. 

Samuel P. Humphreys, from Woodford Church, died prior to father, D.C. 
Mrs. Mary B. Humphreys (Mrs. S. P.) joined with husband May 2, 1852. 
Mrs. Lucy Humphreys Alexander, wife of A. J. Alexander, joined 5/2/1852 
Mrs. Eliza Steele came from Woodford Church, May 2, 1852. 

Mrs. Ann Chinn, from Woodford 5/2/1852, dismissed to Frankfort, 4/22/1865 
George Jacob Baumann, received 6/6/1852, dismissed 6/14/1857, Lexington, Mo. 
John Lewis, from Walnut Hill Church, Nov. 21, 1852. Died. 


Ruling Elders 
Joseph Nelson Bell, elected June 3, 1841, ordained and installed by Nathan Lewis 
Rice, June 11, 1841. 
Dr. Churchill J. Blackburn, elected June 3, 1841, ordained and installed by Rev. 
Nathan Lewis Rice, June 11, 1841. 
David C. Humphreys, who had been an elder in the Versailles Church, was 


elected an elder in Harmony Church, April 28, 1850. He was installed by 
Rev. J. J. Bullock, August 4, 1850. 


George Wythe Lewis, who had been a deacon in the Frankfort Church, was 
elected an elder in Harmony Church, April 28, 1850 and was installed, on 
August 4, 1850, by Rev. J. J. Bullock. 


Infant Baptisms Performed by Rev. Nathan L. Rice 


James Arnold Morehead Blackburn, son of Churchill J. and Eleanor M. Black- 
burn, baptized, June 13, 1841. 
Matilda Wallace Lee, daughter of Thomas and Mary Lee, baptized June 13, 1841. 


Charles Mills Bell, son of Joseph N. and Elizabeth Bell, baptized September 14, 
1841, born February 5, 1840. 


Infant Baptisms by Ezekiel Forman 


Churchill Pates, son of John R. and Margaret A. Pates, was baptized Sept. 23, 
1843, the day after Mr. Forman was ordained, Sept. 22, 1843. 
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George Edward Blackburn, son of Churchill J. and Eleanor M. Blackburn and 
was baptized in May 1844. 


Hester Mary Tweedie, daughter of David and Rachel Tweedie, was baptized 
June 15, 1845. 


Louis Edwards Mitchell, son of William and Frances A. Mitchell, was baptized, 
July 6, 1845. 


Elizabeth Wilson Bell, daughter of Joseph N. and Elizabeth Bell, was baptized 
July 20, 1845. 


Infant Baptisms by Rev. Joseph James Bullock 
James Baxter Bell, son of Jos. N. and Elizabeth Bell, July 15, 1848 


Thomas Jones, David Humphreys Jones, John Jones and Evan Jones, sons of 
Evan and Mary A. Jones, were baptized in June 1849. 


Infant Baptisms by Rev. Stuart Robinson 


John Victor Bell, son of Elizabeth and the late Jos. N. Bell, 4/5/1851 
Margaret Ann Tweedie, daughter of David and Rachel Tweedie, April 5, 1851 


Infant Baptisms by Robert G. Brank 


David C., son of Samuel P. and Margaret Ann Humphreys, Sept. 5, 1852 

Mary Agnes Jones, daughter of Evan and Mary A. Jones, October 31, 1852 

David C, Alexander and Mary Alexander, children of A. J. and Lucy Alexander, 
baptized, July 9, 1854 

Thomas Stribling Humphreys, son of Samuel and Margaret Humphreys, baptized, 
July 9, 1854. 


Harmony’s Pastors 


Nathan Lewis Rice 


Dr. Robert Garland Brank was the only installed pastor of Harmony, but, 
four other ministers acted as Stated Supplies or assisted greatly in the work of 
the Harmony Church. Among these who aided Harmony was Rev. Nathan Lewis 
Rice. When the Old School Harmony Church was re-organized, June 3, 1841, Dr. 
Rice presided. He seems to have taken the church under his care in connection 
with the Woodford Church, of which he was Stated Supply when the Harmony 
Church was begun. N. L. Rice was one of the ablest ministers of his day. See 
sketch of his life in another part of this book. 
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Ezekiel Forman 


From early in 1843 until November 11, 1846, Ezekiel Forman was the Stated 
Supply of Harmony while he was pastor of the Woodford Church. Dr. Forman 
was a man of intellectual ability and deeply spiritual. For sketch of his life, see 
another part of this book. 


Joseph James Bullock 


From June 25, 1848 to June 25, 1849, Joseph James Bullock was the Stated 
Supply of Harmony. He was one of the outstanding men of his day in the Synod 
of Kentucky, and other places where he served. 


Stuart Robinson 


While pastor at Frankfort, Stuart Robinson assisted Harmony in many ways. 
He was one of the great preachers of his generation. 


Robert Garland Brank 


Robert Garland Brank was a licentiate when he began his labors in the Har- 
mony Church, April 28, 1850. On November 17, 1850, he was called as a 
Stated Supply for one half of his time. He was ordained and installed as pastor 
in the Harmony Church, May 5, 1852. He offered his resignation April 3, 1853. 
A few months later, he became pastor of the Second Church, Lexington, Ky. 
Harmony declined rapidly after Dr. Brank’s departure. 


Harmony enjoyed exceptional privileges. Drs. Rice, Robinson, Bullock were 
Moderators of the General Assembly. Drs. Forman and Brank, also, held com- 
manding places in the church. All of the five above mentioned ministers were 
Moderators of the Synod of Kentucky. 


Harmony passes out of existence. 


Harmony shared some of the territory with nearby Woodford Church. 
The New School Harmony Church, which became later the Midway Church, 
shared the same territory. So, it was impossible for Harmony to build up a large 
membership, as many of her members moved to other states. In 1865, we find 
that West Lexington Presbytery gave, to the last serving ruling Elder, George 
Wythe Lewis, permission to issue letters to any of the members of the Harmony 
Church who desired letters. 


The resolution is as follows: 


“George W. Lewis, elder from Harmony Church after a statement of the condition of 
the church, asked that he be empowered to dismiss the members of the church if 
they should desire it and also that he be granted a letter to some other church. 

AS IrTue copy. 

John S. Hays, Stated Clerk” 
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‘Taken from the Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery, April 1865. 


The Last Communication About Harmony Church 


The last item about Harmony Church found in its records, is a letter written by George 
W. Lewis, just 35 days before Mr. Lewis died. The letter is dated June 14, 1865, and 
Mr. Lewis died, July 19, 1865. 


“Lexington, Ky., June 14, 1865. 
There being no other Elder in Harmony Church, of which you are a member, now 
living but myself, and as I cannot attend to the duties of an Elder living at the distance 
I do, I wish to move my membership to another Church and I have the authority of 
Presbytery to do so, and also to give to any members of the Church who may wish them, 
that they may join other churches. If you wish a letter please let me know at once. 
You can remain a member of that Church if you wish but there will be no Elder and 
no male member. 
Fraternally yours, 


George W. Lewis 
Clerk of Harmony Church.” 


Mr. Lewis moved his membership to Hopewell Presbyterian Church, in 
‘Bourbon County, Kentucky. 


The Harmony Church Building 


Joel Scott gave an acre of land to the Trustees of Harmony Church with 
the proviso that no persons were to be buried on the lot and another condition, 
if the church ceased to be used as a place of worship, the ground was to revert 
to the donor or to his heirs. In 1866, Harmony Church ceased to function and the 
property reverted to Joel Scott’s heirs, who exchanged it for the property of 
the Forks of Elkhorn Baptist Church. The Baptists used this site for many 
years and then removed to Ducker’s Station. The Old Harmony Presbyterian 
Church, in Woodford County was four tenths miles east of Franklin County line, 
on the Leestown Pike on the north side of highway #421, on the farm now owned 
by Walter Wash, about three hundred feet west of his house, and ten feet back 
from the highway. The church faced the highway. The building was razed in 
1934-1935, by Robert N. Williams, owner of the farm and father-in-law of Mr. 
Walter Wash. 

Mr. John Regis Alexander erected the Harmony building at his own ex- 
pense. When Harmony Church was divided into Old School and New School, 
the Old School acquired the property and used it until 1866. Soon after the 
separation into Old and New School, the New School moved to Midway and 
lives today in the Midway Presbyterian Church. 


Deed To The Harmony Presbyterian Church, September 22, 1832 


“This indenture made and entered into the 22nd day of September 1832 
between Joel Scott of the county of Franklin and state of Kentucky of the one 


[121] 


part and James F. Bell of the county of Scott, William Buford of the county of 
Woodford and Jos. H. Davis and Andrew J. Alexander of the county of Franklin 
and state aforesaid committee for building a church of the other part. 


Witnesseth That the said Joel Scott, for and in consideration of the sum 
of one dollar to him in hand paid the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged 
and good and valuable consideration, does bargain, sell and convey and by 
these presents hath bargained, sold and conveyed and released to the aforesaid 
committee all that tract or parcel of land lying and being in the county of Wood- 
ford and state of Ky. and bounded as follows, to-wit: 


Beginning at a stake on the North side of the Leestown road and 30 ft. West from 
Gutherys Shop and running N. 17 E. 18 poles to a stake leaving a road 30 ft. wide 
next to Gutherys line thence E. 764% W. 10 poles to a stake thence S. 17 W. 18 poles 
to the Leestown road thence with said N. 76% E. 10 poles to the beginning containing. 
180 poles of land. 


To have and to hold the said land to them the said committee and their 
successors forever with the following reservation that the said Scott reserves 
to himself one Walnut tree standing upon the Western line of the aforesaid 
land and binds the said committee and their successors forever not to permit 
the interment of any person whatever upon the said premises and that should 
the aforesaid premises ceased to be used as a place of worship then the title 
of the same to revert to the said Scott, his heirs, executors or assigns. 


Joel Scott” (SEAL) 


“State of Kentucky, Sct. 


I Alexander H. Rennick clerk of the General Court for the state aforesaid 
Do certify that the foregoing deed was produced to me in my office on the 22 day 
of Sept. 1832 and was acknowledged by Joel Scott to be his act and deed for the 
purposes therein mentioned and the same is truly recorded in my office the date 
above written. 


A. H. Rennick "7 C.GiG=s 
Franklin Co., Ky. Deed Book L (1828-1835) page 328. 


The Harmony Church Property acquired by the Forks of Elkhorn 
Baptist Church 


The Old School Harmony Church ceased to function in 1865 and, according 
to the proviso in the deed, the property reverted to Joel Scott’s heirs. 


On April 3, 1866 Robert W. Scott and his wife, Elizabeth W. Scott, and John R. 
Scott and his wife, Sidney Jane Scott, transferred the property to: 
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Levi T. Crutcher 
Waller N. Ayres 
George W. Robb 


Timothy Hughes 


a 


Trustees of the Forks of Elkhorn 
Baptist Church 


See Deed Book Z, page 20, Woodford County Court, Versailles, Kentucky 


Infant 


Child 


George Madison Alexander 

Mira Marianne Alexander 

Samuel Humphreys Brown 

Mary Catharine Bell 

Charles Alexander 

Sarah Jane Bell 

Andrew Alexander 

Robert Andrew Alexander 

William Henry Bell 

Mary E. Blackburn 

Thomas J. Tolliver 

Lavinia B. Flournoy 

Cassandria Flourney 

Henry Berry Blackburn 

Churchill Horace Blackburn 

Edward Mitchell Blackburn 

Breckinridge Flourney 
Blackburn 

James Weir Blackburn 

Robert Augusta Stiles 

Wilson Bell 

Jane Amelia Lee 

Charles Williams Alexander 

David Brainard Bell 

William Henderson Bell 

Joseph Bell 

Mary Franklin Bell 

Catharine Ann Pates 

Mary Emma Campbell 

Jos. C. Stiles Blackburn 

Edward Herndon Scott 

Margaret Kinkead Blackburn 

Mary Evelyn Stiles 


Parents 
A. J. & Mira 


James & Martha 

James F. & Mary 
Charles & Martha 

Joseph & Elizabeth 

Mrs. Mira Alexander 

J. R. & Marianne 

James F. & Mary 

©, di. ee 1, IM. Iilee@lxaurad 


Edward & Lavina Blackburn 


ee ce ee se 


ty iG, ee (Cp (5 ANG tinier 
Joseph & Elizabeth 
Thomas & Mary Lee 
R. & Marianne 

F. & Mary J. Bell 
N. & Elizabeth Bell 
F. & Mary J. Bell 
N. & Elizabeth Bell 
R. & Margaret Pates 
W. & Mary Campbell 
vy. & Lavina 


. & E. M. Blackburn 
_ 82 ( (EL ING SUglleS 


. & Mary Catherine Scott 


Baptized 
6/3/1832 


10/28/1832 
3/10/1833 
4/20/1833 
1/26/1834 
59/18/1834 
May 1836 
7/10/1836 
4/9/1837 


ee 66 “ec 


se ee ce 


e oe ee 


7/22/1837 

1/22/1837 

10/21/1838 
1838 


se 


6/16/1839 
8/31/1839 
8/31/1839 
8/3/1839 

11/30/39 

4/19/1840 
9/13/1840 


Baptisms of Harmony Church 1832-1840 


Ss. 


“e 


Minister 
Salisbury 


Ce oles 


ce ee 


. M. Winston 
. M. Winston 


ce se 


C. Stiles 
. Scott 
C. Stiles 


sé 66 


C. Stiles 
H. Brown 
C. Stiles 


ce sé 


Thomas Cleland, D.D. 


Infant Baptisms of Harmony New School Church 1842-1846 


Child 


Georgette Smith 

Adda Luella Smith 

Mary Frances Cunningham 
Sarah Elizabeth Lewis 
Paulina Lewis 

Ann Dupuy McClure 
William Boyer Fleming 
Anna Van De Graoff Troye 


Parents 
Elizabeth & Mr. Smith 


Rebecea & Mr. Cunningham 
Sarah & H. B. Lewis 
Andrew & Mrs. McClure 
Agnett & Wm. Fleming 
Cornelia & Edward Troye 


Baptized 
9/4/1842 


66 66 ee 
6 66 6é 


8/20/1843 


Ge 66 se 


8/20/1843 


ee 6 66 


9/8/1844 


Minister 
C. Stiles 


ce 


Child Parents Baptized Minister 


Clifton Rhodes Smith Elizabeth & Mr. Smith 9/8/1844 Se 
Chas. Thomas Clelland 
Stephenson Maynard & Mary 4/17/1845 William Graham 


ce 


Wm. Graham Stephenson Maynard & Mary Stephenson 
Margaret Crockett Gardiner Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner 
Nancy (Colored Child) Maria 


New School Harmony Church Marriages 


On Thursday, July 22, 1847, Jesse Martin of Midway was married by me to 
Margaret R. Thornton of the same place, a member of the Midway Church. 
Jas. Read Eckard 


1848—on Tuesday August 22, 1848, Preston B. Morrow of Versailles was. 
married by Rev. J. H. Zivley to Rebecca Davis a member of the Midway Church. 
C. Alexander (C.S.) 


On Tuesday, October 3, 1848, David Wiest a deacon of the Midway Church 
was by Rev. J. H. Zivley united in marriage to Mary E. Graves a member of 
said church. i 


C.~Alexander (C:S.) 


On November 6, 1848, J. R. Alexander of Paducah, was married by the Rev. 
J. H. Zivley to Mrs. Elizabeth Van de Graffe a member of Midway Church. 


C. Alexander (C.S.) 


On November 5, 1850, William Quinn was married to Angeline Kain of the 
Midway Church. 


Jase H. Bella G.s)) 


On December 12, 1850, John Wattson was married to Eliza Martin of the 
Midway Church. 
Jase He sBelly( Gos 


On July 17, 1851, Charles Wheeler was married to Harriet Lewis of the 
Midway Church. 


asm Eae Belle G.oy 


On January 29, 1852, Rev. S. Ramsey Wilson was married to Mary C. Bell 
by Rev. H. S. McElroy of the Midway Church. 


Jas; Ke Belli(Gs.) 


On April 20, 1852, L. J. Fleming was married to Miss Catharine B. Lewis, 
a member of Midway Church, by the Rev. H. S$. McElroy. 


J. W. Cleland, Clerk 
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John Regis Alexander 


One of the most interesting people connected with the Harmony Church 
was John Regis Alexander. He was born near Richmond, Virginia, in 1793, the 
oldest son of William Alexander of Scotland and Virginia, and of Maria Agatha 
de Laporte of Montpelliar, France. 


Mr. Alexander was educated at West Point; he was a member of one of the 
first classes to graduate from this institution. In 1817 he came to Woodford 
County, Kentucky, and two years later he bought the Hugh Mercer tract of land, 
near Spring Station, from his half-brother Robert. He called the estate Rosylns 
and soon brought there his Scottish cousin whom he had married, Marianne 
Campbell. In 1820 he built a large brick house, with beautiful handcarved 
mantles and woodwork. The brick from which the house was constructed was 
made and burned in a kiln by a pond near the house. (This same house still 
stands and is kept in excellent condition by Mrs. Benjamin Crosby.) 


At the time of the building of the house, Mr. Alexander erected a hemp 
factory in which was made heavy hemp rope to be sent throughout the South 
to tie cotton bales. In this factory were employed many slaves, and even as 
late as 1931 one could still see evidences of the old “rope walk” made by the 
men over a hundred years ago. All the hemp that was used in the making of 
these ropes was raised by neighbors, and the factory proved to be quite a lucra- 
tive investment until the 1840’s. At this time, the South went through a severe 
financial panic, and New Orleans received the brunt of the blow. As Mr. 
Alexander sent his rope to that city, he was ruined when the merchants could 
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not pay him. The Rosyln estate, the hemp factory, and all the slaves were 
sold. The land was bought by Mr. Benjamin Gratz, and the name was changed 
to Canewood. 


Mr. Alexander was an active member of the Presbyterian church, being a 
member of the Old Woodford Church. His son, the late John Campbell Alexander, 
said many times that his father told him that he built another Presbyterian 
church on the old Leestown Pike, calling the new church “Harmony”. This 
church was later turned over to the Baptists and was used until about 1910. 


As Marianne Campbell Alexander had died, Mr. Alexander married again— 
Mrs. John van de Graff, granddaughter of James Garrard, second governor of 
Kentucky. He then moved to Paducah, Kentucky, in 1850, where he built 
another house, a duplicate of the original at Roslyns; he also constructed another 
church which he called “Harmony”, too. He died in 1872. 


In the course of Mr. Alexander’s long life, he saw much of the nation’s 
history unroll before him. He saw George Washington in person; he witnessed 
the trial journey of Robert Fulton's first steamboat up the Hudson; he lived 
through the War of 1812; he helped to build the Missouri Trail, which passed 
his gate in Woodford County. He was with Lafayette when he visited Pisgah 
in 1825; he was one of the great crowd in Frankfort who waited for its dead 
to be brought back in boats from Louisville, in the War with Mexico; he lived 
through the horrors of the War between the States when his family divided, 
part fighting for the South and others for the North; and he saw “reconstruction” 
at its worst in the South. 


The Paducah paper said this about Mr. Alexander after his death in 1872: 


“He made it a matter of conscience to visit the sick and needy, to minister to their 
wants and to lead them to Christ. A Methodist neighbor rose at his funeral and paid a 
most noble tribute to him for his kindness to the poor and needy during the late war. 


Like Abraham, he built his alter, erected a place of worship, a comfortable church 
called Harmony, in which his children and neighbors might meet for the worship of 
God. He lived unto the Lord and died unto the Lord.” 


Macedonia Presbyterian Church 


“This indenture made and entered into this day of July, 1847 between 
Richard S$. Taylor and Jemina Taylor, his wife, of the first part and William 
W. Hawkins, John H. Berryman, Samuel S. Graham, and Isaac S. Whittington, 
Elders of the Presbyterian Church known as the Macedonia Church, all of the 
County of Woodford and State of Kentucky witnesseth—that the said Richard 
S. Taylor and Jemina Taylor, his wife for and in consideration of the sum of 

dollars in hand paid, the receipt is hereby acknowledged doth grant, 
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bargain and sell unto the said William W. Hawkins, John H. Berryman, Samuel 
S. Graham and Isaac S. Whittington, Elders of said Macedonia Church or their 
successors, all that tract or parcel of land situated and being in the county of 
Woodford and State of Kentucky and on the waters of Glenns Creek and 
bounded as follows to wit: 


Beginning at a stone corner to Thos. Graddy in the middle of the Ragind Ferry Road 
thence S 334° e 9 poles to a stone in the middle of the Versailles Road, thence 59% W 
11 poles and 5 links to a stone corner to Taylor, thence N 29 W 5 poles and 17 links 
to a stone, thence N 69% W 11 poles and 4 links to a stone, corner to said Taylor, thence 
N. 76 E 18 poles and 13 links to the Beginning, containing by survey three rods and 
18 poles by the same more or less, together with all and singular the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining, to have and to hold the said land 
hereby conveyed with the appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertain- 
ing to the said William W. Hawkins, John H. Berryman, Samuel S. Graham, and Isaac 
S. Whittington, Elders of the said Macedonia Church or their successors, known as the 
Elders of he Macedonia Presbyterian Church, forever, and the said Richard S. Taylor 
and Jemima Taylor his wife for themselves their heirs, executors or administrators the 
aforesaid tract or parcel of land and its appurtenances unto the said William W. Haw- 
kins, John H. Berryman, Samuel S. Graham, and Isaac S. Whittington, Elders of the 
Presbyterian Church and their successors, Known as the Elders of the Macedonia Church, 
against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons claiming through us or 
our heirs and will forever defend by these presents. 


Macedonia Presbyterian Church 
Drawn by Clifford Kk. Berryman, the noted 
cartoonist and a Pulitzer Prize winner. 


In witness whereof the said Jemima his wife who hereby relinquishes her 
right of Dower in and to the said lands conveyed in this deed hath hereunto 
set their hands and seals, retaining to ourselves the right of joining fence with 
the meeting house yard at the southeast and north west corners. Witness our 
hands and seals this day and date above named. 


Attest Wm. M. King 
David Stewart 
R. S. Taylor 
Jemima H. Taylor” 


Recorded in Woodford County Clerks Office, Deed Book S at Page 599. 


The Macedonia Church 


This church was located at Germania, Woodford County, eight miles from 
Frankfort, nine miles from Versailles and three miles from Clifton. It was 
organized April 4, 1832, by West Lexington Presbytery. At the division of the 
Presbyterian Church, in Kentucky into Old School and New School, it seceded 
to the New School Church. Rev. William Montgomery King, was instrumental 
in its organization and became its first pastor. He moved to Illinois. On his 
return to Kentucky he supplied the church until 1851, when he removed to 
Texas. 


In July 1847, Richard S. Taylor and his wife, Jennie Taylor, deeded land 
to William W. Hawkins, John H. Berryman, Samuel S$. Graham and Isaac S. 
Whittington, trustees of the Macedonia Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. Benjamin Mills, supplied the church from 1851 to 1856. He was the 
last pastor. The New School Church, in Kentucky, ceased to function about 
1858. So, we find that West Lexington Presbytery of the Old School appointed 
a commission to organize a church at Macedonia. Rev. Rutherford Douglas, D.D., 
Chairman of the Commission reported that on November 12, 1859, the church 
had been organized. 


This church functioned only a few years. The Versailles pastor seems to 
have had the oversight of the church. In the records of the Session of the 
Versailles Church, dated August 18, 1872, is this minute: “The Session of the 
Versailles Church met and received into membership of the Versailles Church 
Miss Kate McGinnis” The Clifton Chapel seems to have replaced the Macedonia 
Church. Clifton Chapel is first mentioned November 4, 1873. Clifton Chapel 
and Griers Creek were for many years outposts of the Versailles Church. 


On January 24, 1928, Robert S. Berryman, S. M. Stedman and Dr. A. J. A. 
Alexander, Trustees of the Versailles Church transferred the Macedonia property 
to George Edwards, James Edwards and John Hogan. 
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The New School Synod of Kentucky established a theological seminary at 
Macedonia. It never met with much success. 


One of the interesting contributions of the Macedonia Church was Rev. 
Samuel Alexander King, D.D., son of Rev. William Montgomery King, 
Macedonia’s first pastor. Dr. S. A. King was stated supply of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Waco, Texas, 1863-1903; professor in Austin Theological Seminary, 
1903-1918, and Moderator of the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly in 
1892. 


Macedonia Meeting House Treasurers Report 


Wm. W. Hawkins, Treasurer 


1847 To cash from Gi GTaveses i tee meen wana eaten <5) eee $ 2.00 
i a ‘ STC Cue ee aerance (te Weg Oe ee Be 1.00 
NO TOTE SEA gs le eo oye pt i = oe 2.00 

FEO UOC eee ie re ge Rte So Ce 1.00 

| FAVA Oy a oe ER eh, RNID Yet ea ptt ee aE 1.00 

(Gri ttend Griese ey eo poe ae et ot nl OE ee 2.00 

2 StEVElSO MN atte irra Laaaees ft te lee 5.00 

é ¥ @astleman mee see a eee es 1.00 
WV tee eel ee re a Ra Se Oe 2.00 

et % Niel COT aerator roe nt nore, re Sage ie gt 1.00 
oo 7 NIMETUn ter yee ee ee es es ee ee Be 0 
gee, 2 2 Wilhoit $2.00 Cash from Kinkead $5.00 ______ 7.00 
ated? ‘ Martini OU st LOM el ino. pee =e ene 3.50 
ai 4 Bright $5.00, from Stevenson $2.00 _-------__ 7.00 
# sé J. M. McLevain $10.00 from Hinton 5.00 ______ 15.00 

€ y F. Kinkead $5.00, from R. Taylor 5.00 __----_-- 10.00 
Sarah Whittington $5.00, Walter Ayres $2.00 __ 7.00 

nee ys) Thomas Edwards $1.00, J. McKee $5.00 _____- 6.00 

C es MclIwain $6.00, from Fagg $5.00 _------___-- 11.00 

< a EUMeVV eo OOO mei ee eciy Ck. mene ee ee ot 4.00 

erg? ss S. M. Wallace $5.00, From R. Railey $5.00 _--_ 10.00 
et ye} ‘a |mStecless > OOS E Tomy Paynessp.00 eo 10.00 
# * L. Railey $2.85, From V. Payne, Jr. $1.00 _____ 3.50 

of ie G. Mastin $1.00, From B. Yancy $2.00 _--___-_- 3.00 

« Rs Keay Oodsongs (OU sh toms) sbi lego.U0 mae 12.50 
$128.35 


The above data were furnished to me by Mrs. W. L. Elmore, granddaughter of 
Mr. Wm. W. Hawkins. 
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Midway Presbyterian Church and Manse 
Rev. J. C. McMullen and daughter on porch 


This educational building was erected in 1949. 
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Pastors of Midway Church 


Pee um Gla vecotiless. oe samen oe Le eee te 1841-1844 
Perce copiy fy eet peee ee Sa Ae re ee ee MES els 
(Dunelenrye/iviey: 2 fee ae) ee ee eee prmeee faite irk 1846-1850 
eeu CCC sIVICHT OV = Semen OE 1850-1855 
eu CS a ODS ON <., - eS Ne lie ey Sg 1855-1856 
VIM resi WE Ug ete) eiaVa le kote. 20 0d ee Pee AL ODS 1809 
Bae Mele VVilson 2 re Wi ek ee ne es ARSC AL Atte 
[ouewetee NCaNTOSE O10 0) ame oe OOF 8 2 eee 1861-1863 
“aL teal) Ceo) ite a epoca See ey Se rn 1863-1870 
HooeCwmilannekKiinaird . =e eee eee ee. ek ee, 1871-1888 
Mies ielersotuart WVlOttett. 2. een eee ess te ae eae ere 1888-1893 
Pe odes lH Cnrya| duiings Dre Nlotetts eabsence yes 1890-1891 
Tei ame ine ViGM ull en) enone eran eet ee aad =. mipret Roe 1894-1906 
eM VE MAILV LCT, 5.5), 1 SU as eee Lake Ss Unie ee ees 1906-1912 
Pomc ome c braver «| 00 a1 geen eee seer een pe 1912-1924 
Baie mplobalt: Ghapin pa sen eee ee oe! | _..__ 1926-1929 
Vem AR ATOLL VV ALtiClOme STK it Leen Skewes (ne ARIE Ry 
fo em bmanner ouddUth ae oe ee Jay.) Ao 23 JERVIS 
William Monroe Clark ______ ees Rae enaiensaee es A047 
ee we lieatmevaistudent supply) 2a.2 2 erie ei iy VaR 2 1848-1950 
Duy oumecti = Viiltony i 2k IEE LE RUS _..__1950-1955 
PAO VME TG TT Arie te ee ey ka i ee 956-1955 
Murphy Davis Miller ___--- ec Refresh SU Ea ee 9 195921960 


Student Supplies 


Pee me wire Olles) te Pee es eee Cie Nae, AP ee. See 1960-1962 
Se ep aivise ek OS SNe oe MP Re er eee eek tt 1 OG. 


Rey. Joseph Clay Stiles, D.D., LL.D. 
1795-1875 


One of the most outstanding ministers ever to preack in Woodford County 
was Joseph Clay Stiles, son of Joseph and Catherine Clay Stiles, who was born 
in Savannah, Georgia December 5, 1795. His boyhood was spent in Savannah 
and on Green Island, on the Atlantic coast, the summer home and burial place 
of five generations of the Stiles family. He graduated from Yale College in 1814, 
under the presidency of Rev. Timothy Dwight, D.D. He was in the War of 
1812 as he enlisted in the Chatam Artillery under Captain Mackay, in 1814, and 
was discharged at Savannah in 1815. He studied law at Litchfield, Connecticut, 
in the famous law school of Judge Gould, and, subsequently, in Savannah under 
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REV. JOSEPH CLAY STILES, D.D. 


Senator Barrien, one of the great legal minds of America. He practiced law for 
a few years in Savannah in partnership with W. W. Gordon. 


On August 14, 1820 he was married to Caroline, (daughter of Capt. Gad 
Peck), who died at Savannah, Georgia, in the summer of 1821. His wife's death 
was a great blow to him. He seemed to find no consolation in his sorrow. In his 
distress, one of his slaves said to him, “Master Joe, you is wrong; you cant help 
yourself; look to the Lord”. The message of the humble slave had its effect and 
he found peace in Christ. He desired to preach the gospel to lost souls. This 
was the year 1822. While returning from court in Darien, McIntosh County, 
he paused halfway to his home, on the plantation of his father in Bryan County. 
Seeing the Negroes on the plantation he began to preach to them. He was so 
enthusiastic in his new work that he even aided the Negroes in the preparation of 
their food so they would have more time to listen to his preaching. He visited 
other nearby plantations and preached to the Negroes. 


He became absolutely absorbed in this work. In speaking of this part of 
his life he said, “My ruling desire was to be sundered from the world by a great 
gulf, and left to labor and die with my able bearers”. His father, disappointed 
that his son had turned aside from the law, said, “Joe, if you are determined to 
abandon the law for the ministry, come home and get ready, and leave for 
some theological school, and prepare for the work”. His colored flock protested 
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at his leaving and told him that he could preach well enough. He answered 
them, “When your axe is dull, do you not grind it? I must go and grind my 
axe, that I may do better work for the Master”. So he left for Andover Theolog- 
ical Seminary and remained about two years. His eyes failing from excessive 
study, he returned to Georgia. 


He was licensed to preach the gospel by Hopewell (now Augusta) Presby- 
tery, at Lexington, Georgia, April 3, 1625, and ordained an evangelist by the 
same ibody in August 1826, at Milledgeville. He labored as evangelist for the 
Presbytery with great zeal and earnestness. His labors were accompanied by 
great power and success. He revived old churches and organized new ones. 
He organized churches at Milledgeville and Macon. It is interesting to note 
that the Macon Church which he organized in 1826 had later as pastor Dr. 
Robert Levi Breck from 1853 to 1858. Dr. Breck served the Versailles church as 
pastor from 1849 to 1850. Dr. Rutherford E. Douglas, a nephew of Mrs. G. H. 
Rout was pastor of the Macon Church from 1902 to 1923. 


In 1829 he removed to McIntosh County, Georgia, where until 1835, he 
did heroic work, largely at his own expense, in the low country of Georgia and 
Florida — also serving for a short time as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Savannah. The ten years spent in Georgia gave a new impetus to Presbyter- 
ianism wherever he preached. 


Mr. Stiles was received by the Presbytery of Georgia (now Savannah), from 
Hopewell Presbytery, January 4, 1833, and dismissed to West Lexington Presby- 
tery in Kentucky on November 3, 1835 when he removed to Central Kentucky. 
During his nine years in the West, he preached for a short time in Cincinnati, 
Ohio; at Versailles 1836-1838, Harmony and Midway 1838-1844 in Kentucky. 
His life was full of stirring experiences. Perhaps the most dramatic period of 
his career were the years spent in Kentucky. Mr. Stiles came to Kentucky just 
at the time when there was great agitation in the Presbyterian Church in 
America. This agitation led to a division of the Presbyterian Church into Old 
School and New School Presbyterian Churches. In this division, Mr. Stiles was 
to play an important part. His sympathies were with the New School. The final 
break in the Presbyterian ranks came in 1838. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly in America was divided into the Old 
School and New School General Assemblies because of doctrinal and adminstra- 
tion differences. Much hard feeling was caused by this schism. The Synod of 
Kentucky met in Paris in October 1838 and decided to remain with the Old 
School Assembly. There was an agreement that the differences would not be 
discussed by members of the Synod. Dr. Wm. L. Breckinridge and Dr. Nathan 
L. Rice were editors of “The Protestant and Herald”, a weekly Presbyterian news- 
paper. Dr. Rice wrote some articles in which he commented on the division of 
the church, Dr. Breckinridge sanctioned these articles on the editorial page. 
Mr. Stiles and Dr. Thomas Cleland felt that these articles were not in harmony 
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with the action of the Synod. Mr. Stiles used strong language for which he 
was tried by West Lexington Presbytery and deposed from the ministry for 
contumacy. 


Followers of Mr. Stiles and Dr. Cleland and others held a convention in 
Lexington in which it was decided that the ones in attendance there would 
organize a New School Synod in Kentucky. Dr. Stiles was the leader in the 
movement and as result of his popularity, several Presbyterian churches in 
Woodford County were divided, viz: Harmony, Versailles, Griers Creek and 
Macedonia. The division occurred in 1841 and continued until 1858. Dr. Stiles 
remained in Kentucky until 1844 when he accepted a call to Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. From Richmond he went to New York and from there he became pastor 
of a church in New Haven, Connecticut. 


Having been born in Georgia, his sympathies were with the South so he 
left New Haven and returned to Richmond, his former home and acted as a 
chaplain in the Stonewall Jackson Brigade. Having heard him preach one of his. 
strong sermons Jackson said to him, “Doctor, I would rather be a preacher than 
ten thousand generals”. 


Robert Augustus Stiles, son of Joseph Clay Stiles and his second wife Caro- 
line Clifford Nephew, was born in Woodford County June 27, 1836. He is one of 
the few native sons of Woodford County who has written a book. His book 
“Four Years Under Marse Robert” is one of the Civil War classics. In this book, 
he has this portrait of his father:— 


“My own dear father is one of the prominent figures in my recollections of that summer 
about Richmond. He was fond of horses, an excellent judge of them, and used to ride 
or drive the very best that could be found. I say “ride or drive.” He was then be- 
tween sixty-five and seventy years of age and, though vigorous and enthusiastic, found 
it very comfortable to drive sometimes; but his selected vehicle was at once the most 
unclerical and unmilitary that could well be imagined—a regulation skeleton “trotting 
sulky.” He kept his saddle at our battery and his habit was, when we were not actually 
fighting or on the move, to return to Richmond at night, coming down in the morning 
with a big market basket strapped under his sulky full of bread and good things. His 
approach was generally heralded by the shouts of the soldiers who followed; when, 
looking up the road, we would see him, often standing on the shafts, scattering biscuit 
and reading aloud the latest telegrams. Hundreds of men would sometimes follow him 
to out camp, and then he would have prayers with them and make a brief religious 
address. 


“Coming in this way one morning he did not find us; the battle was on and we had 
gone to the front. As he could not get his saddle, he kept right on in his sulky, hoping 
to overtake us. In some way he managed to pass through and get ahead of the second 
line and went on, actually between the first and second lines of battle, until his further 
progress was obstructed by a line of works which had been captured by the first line, 
when he was forced to turn back, amid a storm of ridicule from the second line: 


“That’s right, old man; this ain’t no place for you, nor for me either, if I could only 
git my colonel to think so!” 
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“Say, mister, won’t your buggy carry double?” 


>> 


“Haven't you got a place for me? 


«<< . . . > he . . . . > 
Oh, please, sir, take me with you! I ain't feeling so mighty well this morning. I’m 
powerful weak, right now.” 


“Father always followed the Scripture rule of “answering a fool according to his folly,” 
and so he jeered back at them, telling them “good-by,” but saying he’d be back in a 
minute—as he actually was, riding bareback and blind bridle, and passing right ahead 
with the troops. I have heard of following a fox hunt in one of these sulkies, but I ven- 
ture to say this is the very first time a man ever entered battle in one. 


“It will at once occur to the reader as remarkable that father was not arrested. He was 
a few days later, at Malvern Hill, by order of Gen. Rans. Wright, of Georgia, and a 
staff officer, as I recollect, of General Armstead, told me that he was directed to arrest 
him on one of the earlier battle-fields of the Seven Days, and made the attempt; that 
up to that time he had regarded himself as a pretty daring rider and scout, but that 
father, whom he did not then know, led him such a chase as he had never before had, 
and that he returned to his general and revorted that he didn’t believe there was any 
harm in that old fellow though he was certainly a crank, and if he got killed it would 
be his own fault; but that unless positively so ordered he didn’t propose to get a bullet 
through his brain following that old fool right up to the Yankee skirmish line. 


“It must be remembered that my father was a Christian minister, devoted to the soldiers, 
and a sort of chaplain-general among them. He was ready to whisper the consolations 
of religion in the ear of a dying man, to help the litter bearers, or to carry a wounded 
man off on his horse. Then, too, he was well known to many of our generals, to whom, 
by the way, he carried a vast amount of information gathered on his daring scouts 
ahead even of our skirmishers. I myself heard two or three of the most prominent 
generals say that it was their belief my father had seen more of the fighting of the 
Seven Days, from start to finish, than any other one man in or out of the army. I was 
of course deeply anxious about him, but he could not be controlled, and my belief was 
then, and is now, that the Federal skirmishers often refrained from firing upon him 
simply because they did not care at the time to expose their position.” 


Four Years Under Marse Robert by Major Robert Stiles Pages 111-113. 


Dr. Stiles was sixty-six years old when the war began and at its close he con- 


tinued to preach within one year of his death. He was eighty years old when 


he died. 


After the war, Dr. Stiles did evangelistic work in Virginia, Alabama, Florida, 


Missouri and Maryland. His last sermon was preached at Union, Monroe County, 
West Virginia, June 28, 1874. He died at Savannah, Georgia, March 27, 1875, 
in his 80th year. 


During the last illness in Savannah many of his admirers, among the Negroes, 


came to visit and nurse him. One Negro had been with him during the night 
and as morning was approaching, Dr. Stiles told him to go home and get some 
sleep. The Negro said, “Mass Joe, I just want to ask you one question, suh, 
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before I go.” “Well, Jim, what is it?” “Is de Lord present with you, suhP” “Oh, 
ves, — all the time.” “Thank you, suh; I knowed, but I wanted to hear you say 
so once more, suh.” After his death six of the Negroes came and asked to be 
allowed to remove the body and attend the hearse to the depot. He was buried 
in Richmond, Virginia. 


Woodford County's distinguished Senator Joseph Clay Stiles Blackburn was 
named for Dr. Joseph Clay Stiles and was baptized by Rev. John H. Brown, D.D. 
who later became Abraham Lincoln’s pastor in Springfield, Illinois. 


Grave of Rev. William George, Oakwood Cemetery, 
block 47, lot 1, grave 3, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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The Midway Church 1858-1963 


The Midway Church has been fortunate in having some very able ministers. 
In 1858, when the New School Church united with the Old School Assembly, 
Rev. William L. Breckinridge became the pastor. He had been pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Louisville for twenty-three years when he became 
the Stated Supply of Woodford and Midway Churches. He was Moderator of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly in 1859. After serving Midway for about 
two years, he became President of Oakland College in Mississippi and after 
serving this college for several years, he accepted the Presidency of Centre Col- 
lege where he served until 1868. Dr. Breckinridge was one of the recognized 
leaders in American Presbyterianism for many years. 
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Rev. Samuel Ramsey Wilson, 1861-1861 


Rey. Samuel Wilson succeeded Dr. Breckinridge and supplied the pulpit 
for several months. He had been the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Cincinnati, Ohio for many years. After leaving Midway he was pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Louisville. He was rated as one of the foremost 
preachers in the Presbyterian Church, 


Rev. Jowett Vernon Cosby, 1860-1864 


Rev. Jowett Cosby, who had had an Academy in Bardstown, moved to 
Versailles to be head of the Rose Hill Academy from 1860 to 1864. While in 
Versailles, he supplied the Midway and Clear Creek Churches. In 1864 he re- 
turned to Bardstown to become head of the Academy there, again. The remainder 
of his life was spent in Bardstown. 


Rev. William George, 1863-1870 


Rey. William George was a native of Ireland. He came to America as a 
youth and served in the Mexican War. He was educated at Centre College and 
Danville Theological Seminary. He served several churches in Kentucky and 
finally settled in Texas where he held several pastorates. 


Sandford McBrayer Logan 


Mr. Logan served at Nonesuch, Troy 
and Midway, in Woodford County, 
for a total of 27 years. 
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“Death of Rev. S. M. Logan, D.D. 


Rev. Sanford McBrayer Logan, D.D., honorably retired member of Lexington-Ebenezer 


Presbytery, and stated supply of the Salem Presbyterian church, died at his home in 
Winchester, Ky., on October 5. Dr. Logan was born in Harrodsburg, Ky., August 21, 
1864, the son of Rey. James Venable Logan and Mattie E. S. McBrayer. Practically all 
of his long service in the ministry was spent within the bounds of the Synod of Kentucky. 
Upon completion of his studies in the old Central University of Kentucky, from which he 
received the B. A. degree, he spent a year in teaching, and then began the study of law 
at Columbia University. Later he entered Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 
from which he was graduated in 1893. He was licensed and ordained the same year 
by Roanoke Presbytery. His more than half a century of service in the Christian ministry 
was spent in the following fields: Evangelist, Pittsylvania county, Roanoke Presbytery, 
1893; pastor, Stanford, Ky., 1894-1897; pastor, Middlesboro, 1897-1903; pastor, Wil- 
more, 1903-1912; pastor, Midway, 1912-1924; pastor, Jackson, 1924-1928; evangelist, 
Guerrant Presbytery, residence, Winchester, 1929-1931; evangelist, Synod of Kentucky, 
residence, Winchester, 1931-1932; stated supply, Troy and Wilmore churches, West 
Lexington Presbytery, 1932-1937; home missionary and evangelist, residence, Winchester, 


1937 to retirement. He was stated clerk of West Lexington Presbytery from 1913 to: 


1924, Funeral services were held at Winchester on the afternoon of October 7.” 


From The Christian Observer, October 20, 1943. 


Rev. Robert Hann Kinnaird, 1871-1888 
Rev. Robert Hann Kinnaird, like many of his Kentucky contemporaties, 
was educated at Centre College and Danville Seminary. 
His pastorate of seventeen years, 1871-1888, was the longest in the church's 
history. He accepted a call to Arkansas and died about one year after moving 
there. It was said that he never outgrew his love for Midway. 


Alexander Stuart Moffett, 1888-1893 


Dr. Moffett was educated at Washington College (Washington & Lee Uni- 
versity ) under Robert E. Lee and at Union Seminary in Virginia. 

Dr. Moffett’s heart was in the Foreign Mission work. He and his wife 
volunteered for foreign service but because of their several children they were 
not accepted. Although he could not go, five or six of his children became 
missionaries. 


Alexander Henry, 1890-1891 


Alexander Henry, born of missionary parents in India, supplied the church 
while Dr. Moffett was traveling in Europe. Mr. Henry later became a mission- 
ary in Brazil. 


John Calvin McMullen, 1894-1905 


Joan Calvin McMullen was a native of Alabama and received his education 
at Davidson College and Columbia Theological Seminary. Like Dr. Moffett, 
several of his children served in the Foreign Field among whom was Robert 
Johnston McMullen who after distinguished service in China, became President 
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of Centre College. Dr. McMullen was known for his godliness. When a tragedy 


occurred in an irreligious family, Dr. McMullen was the only minister that the 
family would see. 


James W. Tyler, 1906-1912 


Dr. Tyler was a Kentuckian educated at Central University, Richmond, 
Kentucky and at Union Seminary, Virginia. Dr. Tyler was known for his 
familiarity with the Bible, quoting it frequently in his sermons. His last work 
was “Superintendent of the Mountain Work for the Southern Presbyterian 


Church.” 


Rey. Sandford McBrayer Logan, 1912-1924 


Rev. Sandford McBrayer Logan was to the “manse born” being the grand- 
son of Rey. James H. Logan who served churches in Kentucky from 1828 to 1856; 
and son of Rev. James Venable Logan who was a member of the Synod of 
Kentucky 1860-1908, Rev. Sandford Logan was educated at Central University 
where his father was President, 1880-1901; and at the law schools of Columbia 
University and the University of Virginia, and at Union Theological Seminary, 
in Virginia. Having had training in the law, Mr. Logan developed into a very 
logical expounder of the Bible. 


Rev. Addison Hobart Chapin, 1926-1929 


Mr. Chapin had a wide experience before coming to Midway. He had 
service in several pastorates. He had been a missionary in Angola, West Africa. 
After serving acceptably for several years in Midway, he accepted a call to 
Evansville where he has had a successful ministry. 


Rev. Robert Benjamin Warfield Smith, 1931-1937 


Rey. Robert Benjamin Warfield Smith added another missionary touch to the 
Midway Church. He was born in Brazil and after studying at the University of 
Virginia and Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, he returned to Brazil 
as a missionary. 


Rey. Joseph Tanner Sudduth, 1937-1939 
Mr. Sudduth is still living, so, it is unnecessary to comment upon his ministry 
suffice it to say that he has Been loved in every pastorate he has held, and that 


the Synod of Kentucky has honored him by electing him its Moderator and its 
Stated Clerk which later office he still holds. 


Rev. William Monroe Clark, 1940-1947 


Mr. Sudduth was followed by Rev. William Monroe Clark who had served 
as a missionary in Korea 1909-1940. He came to Midway after a wide experience 
which was of much value to the church. After serving faithfully for seven years 
he accepted a call to a newly organized church in Thomson, Georgia, which he 
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greatly strengthened and took the lead in the building of a fine house of worship. 
Since retiring from active work, he has made his home in Orlando, Florida. 


Thomas Earle Arney, 1948-1950 
Mr. Arney, a student in Louisville Seminary, supplied the church for two 
years. 
Byron Leith Milton, 1950-1955 


Mr. Milton served the church with an evangelistic zeal for five years and 
resigned to accept work in “a larger parish” in South Carolina. 


Rev. Paul W. Hoffman, 1956-1958 


Rev. Paul W. Hoffman succeeded Mr. Milton in 1956 and after two years. 
of useful ministry he accepted a call to Knoxville, Tennessee. 


Rev. Murphy Davis Miller, 1959-1960 


Rev. Murphy Davis Miller came from Louisville Seminary and was in- 
stalled pastor. He served in Midway only a short time and accepted a call to the 
Wilmore Church. s 


Student Supplies 


Mr. Richard E. Jones and William Jarvis and Edward Short, theological 
students, have supplied the pulpit in recent years. 


Elders Ordained 
Thomas H. Martin May 18, 1847 
John Sutton, M.D. June 10, 1855 
W. A. Moore Jan. 20, 1872 
J. Wallace Harper Oct. 2, 1881 
Teo el onan Oct. 2, 1881 
J. S. Withrow Oct. 24, 1898 
J. L. McCabe Oct. 24, 1898 
Milton Davis Oct. 24, 1898 
John A. Steele July 14, 1906 
Wm. E.. Railey July 14, 1906 
Dr. H. G. Kasselman July 14, 1906 
Dr. Sanford Bailey 1909 
James Blackburn July 14, 1906 
Harris Lehman July 14, 1906 
B. M. Hieatt 1909 
John W. McCabe June 24, 1914 
Milton M. Davis March 31, 1918 
H. Laurence Davis June 12, 1938 
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Elders 


John Steele Davis 
William Foley 
C. H. McLemore 
W. C. Morris 


Deacons 


William R. Buford 
John L. McCabe 
Simeon Payne 
Newton Davis 

John S. Withrow 

C. J. Fleming 
Milton Davis 

J. S. Shipman 

Wm. G. Lehman, Sr. 
W. E. Railey 

John A. Steele 

H. C. Kasselman 
Henry L. Martin 
Benjamin M. Hieatt 
John W. McCabe 
James M. Withrow 
Samuel L. Gatrell 
Richard Godson 
Henry Laurence Davis 
Pascal P. Lacefield 
Milton Myles Davis 
John Henry 

C. H. McLemore 
Roy T. Wilson 

Dr. Milton Davis 
Wm. G. Lehman, Jr. 
Wm. C. Morris 
Henry A. Harper 

J. Howard Rouse 

L. H. Humble 

John Steele Davis 
Robert W. Hicks, III 
Van de Graff Shipp, II 
Charles Nuckols, Jr. 
George Allison 
Jefferson J. Kirby 


Ordained 
Feb. 25, 1951 
Feba2o a LOL 


1959 
1959 


Ordained 


Feb. 
Aug. 


Aug. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


March 
Jan. 
Jan. 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


jumer: 


June 
March 
March 

June 

June 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

June 

June 

June 

June 

Feb. 

Feb. 


2) 
25, 


8, 
25, 
25, 


1877 
1872 


1872 
1881 
1881 


1898 
1900 
1900 
1906 
1906 
1906 
1906 
1906 


2a L JUG 


1909 
1909 
1914 
1914 
1918 
1918 
1938 
1938 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1951 
1951 
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Deacons Ordained 


Oscar Lyne Feb. 25, 1951 
Owen Rouse, Jr. Feb 25 95! 
William Thomas Feb. 25, 1951 
Dr. Newell Hicks 1959 
Joe Myles Davis 1959 
Isaac Rouse 1960 
Warley Harper 1960 
N. Kenneth Brothers 1960 
Lister Lacefield 1960 
Robert Clinkenbeard 1959 
Hensley Mackie 1960 


Midway’s Contribution to the Kingdom of God 


As one thinks of the ministers who have ministered to the Midway Church, 
he realizes that they were not only men of intellectual ability but were men of 
spiritual ferver. Few churches have enjoyed such fine missionary leadership. 
Three of the ministers were ‘born abroad; four were foreign missionaries; two 
contributed their sons and daughters to the missionary enterprise. 


The elders and deacons have recognized their responsibilities as officers 
of the church and have given wise leadership in forwarding the interests of the 
church. 


The women of the church, like their sisters, in most of the churches, have 
proven their devotion to the kingdom in many ways. The Midway Church in 
the person! Mrs. John McCabe provided a wise leadership to the Kentucky 
Synodical when she was president of that organization. Mrs. McCabe has brought 
a unique distinction to her church by becoming the first woman to be elected to 
membership on the Board of Directors of Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
thereby becoming the first woman to hold such an office in the entire Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


On August 23, 1840 the Lexington & Ohio Railroad Companv deeded the lot 
on which the present church stands. The first building was of frame, in 1870 a 
brick building was erected and this, in turn, was re-built in 1909 after having 
been damaged by fire. The 1870 edifice was an exact copy of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Frankfort, Kentucky. The re-built church which cost $13,000 was 
re-dedicated free of debt on Sunday May 7, 1911, Dr. John Sprole Lyons, of 
Louisville, preached the dedicatory sermon. Dr. Lyons, also, held a week’s 
meeting where there were eighteen additions. 


In 1949 an educational building, at a cost exceeding $7,500, was added to 
the church. 
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A bell was placed in the belfry of the church in 1871, but it had been 
broken so long that only a few of the eldest members had ever heard it ring. 
This bell is said to contain coins collected by the children of the Sunday School 
of more than seventy-five years ago. This old bell was taken down, recast, and 
replaced in the belfry during the remodeling of the building 1949. 


Midway Presbyterian Church 


“This indenture made this twenty second day of August in the Year of Our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty between the Lexington & Ohio 
Rail Road Co., on the one part and Alexander Hamilton, John R. Alexander and 
S. E. Burton of the county of Woodford and Commonwealth of Kentucky of 
the other part, 


Witnesseth: That the said Lexington & Ohio Rail Road Co. for and in 
consideration of the sum of one cent current money of Kentucky to them in hand 
paid the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged; have granted, bargained and 
sold and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell and confirm unto the said 
Alexander Hamilton, John R. Alexander, and S. E. Burton their heirs, and assigns, 
all that tract or parcel of land, situate and being in the town of Midway, Wood- 
ford County, Kentucky, on the waters of the branch of Elkhorn, one half of a 
certain lot known in the plot of said town as the “School” house and church 
“lot”. Together with all and singular the premises thereunto belonging on in 
any wise appertaining To Have and To Hold the land hereby conveyed with the 
appurtenances unto the said Alexander Hamilton, John R. Alexander and S. E. 
Burton and their heirs and assigns in trust and for the use of the Presbyterian 
Church. And the said Lexington & Ohio Rail Road Co. do hereby convey the 
right and title to them by Francisco the aforesaid tract of land and premises unto 
the said Alexander Hamilton, John R. Alexander, and S. E. Burton, Trustees 
aforesaid, and their heirs or assigns against the claim or claims of all and every 
nerson or persons whatsoever do and will forever defend by these presents. 


In witness whereof the said Lexington & Ohio Rail Road Co. have hereunto 
affixed their seals and caused the same to be signed by the President of said 
Company the day and date first above written. 


Acknowledged in presence of 
8th line interlined one half of” 


Wm. R. McKee 
Rresicentslmcc. UO) shes GOo: 
The Lexington & Ohio R. R. Co. 


by Wm. R. McKee 
President thereof” 


Recorded in Woodford County Clerk’s Office, Deed Book Q at Page 348. 
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The New School Harmony Presbyterian Church 
1841-1846 
Became 
Midway New School Church 
1846-1858 


Rev. Joseph Clay Stiles, 1841-1844 


When the Harmony Church divided into Old School and New School, 
Rev. Joseph Clay Stiles was the pastor. He went into the New School into 
which his entire Session followed him with a majority of the members of the 
church. Dr. Stiles continued his pastorate until 1844. The church was vacant 
for several months after his departure. 


Rev. John G. Fee, 1846-1846 


The ministers of the Harmony New School Presbytery list Rev. John G. Fee 
as the Supply, in 1846. Mr. Fee gained a national TePULG OR by becoming the 
founder of Berea College. 


Rey. John Henry Zivley, 1846-1850 


Rev. John Henry Zivley served most acceptably from 1846 to 1850, when he 
accepted a call to Huntsville, Alabama. From Alabama he went to Texas where 
he helped greatly in building up Presbyterianism in that state. In Midway, 
he married Mrs. Mary Frances Sutton, widow of Dr. George Sutton. She was 
a great granddaughter of Caleb Wallace so well known in Virginia and in 
Kentucky history. 


Rev. Hugh Sneed McElroy, 1850-1855 


Dr. Zivley was succeeded by the brilliant young Hugh Sneed McElroy who 
was ordained and installed pastor of the church in September 1850. He served 
until 1855 when he was called to the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Detroit, Michigan, where he served until his untimely death in December, 
1857 at the age of twenty-nine years. He was a man of brilliant intellectual and 
spiritual attainments. 


Rev. John James Robinson, 1855-1856 


Rev. John James Robinson, a professor in Maryville College, Maryville, 
Tennessee, followed Mr. McElroy. After one year’s ministry, Dr. Robinson was 
recalled to Maryville to become President of that famous college. He was 
Moderator of the United Synod of the South in 1858. 
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After Dr. Robinson’s departure, the church was vacant for many months. 
During this period the church was thinking of a reunion with the Old School 
Assembly. On November 18, 1858, the congregation took this action: 


“Pursuant to previous notice a meeting of the members of the Midway Pres. Church 
(N.S.) was held in the church on the 18 Nov., 1858, to consider the subject of our 
ecclesiastical relation; and also, to elect a pastor. The meeting was duly organized, 
(Bro. J. F. Bell in the Chair). When, after deliberation it was decided without a dis- 
senting voice, that we make application to the West Lex. Presbytery Old School to be 
enrolled among her churches. And Rev. W. L. Breckinridge was unanimously chosen to 
serve us in the pastoral office. It was suggested that a committee be appointed to carry 
out these decisions of the church. When it was stated by the Moderator that he sup- 
posed that the Session of the church would do so, which not being objected to, they 


were considered as appointed for that purpose. 


W. H. Wallace, Clerk Pro Tem.” 


From the Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery, we learn that the New 
School Presbyterian Church at Midway made application to the West Lexington 
Presbytery (Old School) to be enrolled among her churches. The petition was 
received, and the request was granted by a unanimous vote without debate: & 
the church was ordered to be enrolled. 


(Minutes West Lexington Presbytery, December 29, 1858, page 347). 


So after a separation of seventeen years, the breach was healed and for 
one hundred and four years the Midway Church has rendered a valuable service 


in Christ's kingdom. 


The following were elders 1841-1858: 


Infant Baptisms of Midway New School 


jal Invouiiy «Ni enitd lee wee ed oo as EU 1832 
[esratess LEA Siiy Ise ee eee Ve 1832 
posceyo ov Tals: UDIERGA RS ae ak a oa a al a eee 1832 
INGE, Ie hoi Buta) Bere a ee ea es 1847 
OUTES UtLO Lee Vis) Se wees Se ee eee es te 1855 


Child Parents Baptized 


S. C. F. Clemons 

Marthy G. Gardner 
Jonathan A. Woolums 
Amanda Milvina Woolums 


Rob & Julyan Gardner ee en 


9%’ 9 - 9? 735 FF 39 


Rebeckah Katherine Woolums A # "4 i sa om ey 


Alice Haggin Bell 
Jos. Stiles Lewis 


Thomas Cleland 
Ann Cleland 


Als IMS pei Mary J. Bell De op 8 ap 


John & Emily Cleland 9/20/1848 


%) > bed tM) 39 


Church 1846-1858 


Mr. and Mrs. Clemons 10/11/1846 John Bl 


Samuel & Amanda Woolums 11/7/1847 Jas. Gallaher 


Henry and Sarah Lewis 9/20/1848 Dr. Cleland 


Child 


Margaret Bracken McCabe 
Laura Jane McCabe 
Lewis Albert Montague 
Rebecca S. Thornton 
Alice Zivley Lewis 
Lilley McBride McCabe 
Judith Martin 
Matthew Thornton Martin 
Mary Bell Montague 
Born 5/9/1851 
Charles Lewis Woolums 
Born 1/1/1851 
Horrace Eals 
Colvin Benali Patterson 
William Sarah Patterson 
Emma Florilla Willard 
Thomas Applegate Walston 
John McCabe 
Verpyle Payne 
George Sneed McElroy 
Born 2/26/1853 
Payne 
Patterson 
Robert Allen Bell 
Susan Frances Woolums 
Fleming 


Parents 
Wm. & Elizabeth McCabe 


Lewis & Margaret Montague 
Mrs. Margaret Thornton 
Henry & Sarah Lewis 

Wm. & Elizabeth McCabe 
Jesse & H. Martin 

Jesse & H. Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Montague 


Mr. and Mrs. Woolums 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Eals 
Mr. and Mrs. Patterson 

H. P. & Sophia Willard 
John & Eliza Walston 

W. H. & Elizabeth McCabe 
Verpyle & E. Payne 

H. S. & Lydia McElroy 


Verpyle & E. Payne 

Jos. & S. Patterson 

J. T. & Mary Jane Bell 
Samuel & Amanda Woolums 
L. J. & Catharine Fleming 


Baptized 
11/15/1847 


99 99 9 


6/9/1850 
6/9/1850 
7/27/1851 
7/27/1851 
7/27/1851 


7/27/1851 


4/13/1851 


F999. 39 


10/24/1852 
11/7/1852 
4/ /1853 
May 1853 
9/26/1853 


10/15/1854 
10/15/1854 
10/22/1854 
6/27/1855 
1857 


Minister 
Jas. Gallaher 


9 ’ 
9 9” 


9 9 


J. H. Zivley 


3 9 ” 


H. S. McElroy 
H. S. McElroy 


%” 


F. R. Gray, 
H. S. McElroy 
H. S. McElroy 


Thos. M. Cleland 


3rd Sabbath in June, Betta, the infant of Sandy McIntosh, a colored man, 
was baptized by the Rev. J. H. Zivley. 


2nd Sabbath in November, Matthew Henry, the son of Jesse and Margaret 
Martin was baptized by Rev. J. H. Zivley. 


Sabbath July oth, Ruth, daughter of Mrs. Ellen Shepherd, was baptized. 


November 27, 1853, Mary Elizabeth, child of Jesse and Margaret Martin, was 
dedicated to God in the ordinance of baptism by Rev. H. S. McElroy. 


Thomas Richard Wiest, child of Daniel and Elizabeth Wiest, was this day 


dedicated to God in the ordinance of baptism by H. $8. McElroy. 
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Nonesuch Presbyterian Church 


Pastors and Supplies of the Nonesuch Church 


Pa in Os CGUer rat bee ete Ca te eM ee ae 1887-1895 
Se my bocc Vel drid Oca et ae te ee eee 1896-1898 
ee ome CKAD Cig LOCA ee ied eet 2 | OPS peo ee on peo a 1901-1902 
Remo mmc Staves LOvd seen hee a fo sun Pee ie ett ate a 1003-19 12 
Oe lery Ue NETH BSE fe Se deems, or eee ieee arma os See ee One Re ae 1913-1921 
re BO i lynichyes ok eee es nes te ee eee eS? 1921-1924 
a eee CsOns Olio swOrth essa): el eee we ee ee Be 1925-1930 
Perce Cbiavyer lovans.(second time): eee 1931-1935 
Boers sel ner liv ll |Site, fea Wey ee 9 el ae De Ag 1935-1937 
Roem aviaceAT DUCK Guest? ey ee are on ete oe eS ge ey oe De 1938-1943 
Pere uOaticlm Lay lOre 2. seer see eNO ee APD 1944-1945 
hile [jelsy> LRSGTY (aes 1 Ma eclpce eee ph pl al kL Se ere 1945-1950 
MenML LC eso OT ie eos ene eee er ee ee oe ee rs bee | 1951-1954 
See @ Tr icloe Sil tlie eee Me eer es Oe eae ae Fe ty pe oe 1954-1957 
Hemme tee NACH lreGray ee ee ce We ee i ee 1958-1961 
(Reg ered aint 2 Pr Pe eee ae ee =, Rn ee ee ee a ree 1961 


History of Nonesuch Church 


On August 14, 1887 Dr. Edward Guerrant, pastor at Troy Presbyterian 
Church, preached in the walnut grove, at Mr. “Buck” Redmon’s house, near 
Nonesuch in Woodford County. 


There was no church edifice in the neighborhood, and no church organiza- 
tion, and no preaching. 


For some months, a sabbath school had been conducted in the schoolhouse 
at Nonesuch, by Mr. Robert A. Dodd, an elder of the Wilmore Presbyterian 
Church. 


On 31st August, 1887 Dr. Guerrant began a protracted meeting in the little 
schoolhouse, at Nonesuch during which he was assisted part of the time by 
Revd. Robt. M. Thompson of Mullett Lake, Michigan, and part of the time 
by Elder Jos. H. Hopper, of Perryville—an elder of the Presbyterian Church, 


employed in evangelistic work. 


The revival meetings continued until Sabbath 18 September, with the 
following blessed results — 


Sept. 1887 


Ninety-one persons were received into the Presbyterian Church at Troy. 
Ten united with the Presbyterian Church at Wilmore. Fourteen went to sister 
churches the Reform, Methodist & Baptist Churches. 
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Making 115 who confessed Christ during the meeting, 102 of them united 
with the Troy Church. It was considered best to defer the organization of the 
church at Nonesuch. 


Ninety-One members,—from 10 yrs. old to 80 were publicly received at Troy 
on Sabbath morning, Sept. 18th, 1887. 

Sept. 16, 1887 

On Friday before the close of the meeting, Dr. Guerrant raised a sub- 
scription to build a Church at Nonesuch—and secured One Thousand and - 
Twenty-Three ($1,023) Dollars. This amount was afterwards increased to 
some $1,600, 

On September 25 the congregation elected Chilton A. Reed, H. David 
Wilson, Robt. Strange, C. A. McDonald & Bluford Wilson a committee to 
superintend the erection of the new church. 

May 13, 1888 

The Committee employed Mr. Finis E. Long of New Hope to build a 
handsome modern style frame church—28 by 50 ft. with bell tower, and 
vestibule—on one and a half acre lot in front of Wilson’s Store, a beautiful 
eminence bought of Mr. Strother Dean. 

The new Church was finished and furnished by May 13, 1888. On that 
beautiful Sabbath it was formally dedicated to the worship of God, in the 
presence of a very great Congregation—estimated at 1,000 or more. Rev. Dr. G. 
H. Rout of Versailles preached the Dedication Sermon. 

After a sumptuous dinner, served on long tables in the yard, Dr. E. O. 
Guerrant preached to men only, filling the church. 

Increased our collections for the church today $341.55. 

The Versailles Church gave the substantial walnut pews for the new 
church. The Wilmore ladies gave the pulpit. 

May 1888 
Continued the services through the week. Rev. John Baker DeVault and 


Elder Jos. H. Hopper assisted Dr. Guerrant. The following were received into 
the Church during the meeting— 


Thos. Wilson Jno. W. Strange William A. Wilson 
Frank Paul Mrs. Lucinder Smith Mrs. Martha J. Paul 
David Wilson Mrs. Nancy Robinson Mattie F. Wilson 
James Harvey Dean Jno. Calvin Redmon Mary B. Webster 
Mrs. Mary E. Chapman N. George J. Wilson Jas. Thornton 
Nancy Webster Mrs. David Wilson Wm. Paul 

Wm. Geo. Webster Lee Wilson Jno. Wm. Webster 
Susie Robinson Mrs. Robt. Strange Robt. Lee Tyson 
James Wright Mrs. John Young Matt. O’Brien 

Mrs. Jas. Thornton Mrs. Jerusha Shanklin Jno. L. Heath 


Joseph Strange 
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May 1888 

This meeting closed May 27, 1888, with 30 additions to the Church— 
most all of whom received baptism—a few had previously been baptized. 

The church was regularly supplied with preaching by Rev. Edw. O. 
Guerrant every other Sabbath afternoon. A large flourishing Sabbath School 
and a good prayer meeting is regularly maintained. 

June 9th, 1889 

Rev. Edward P. Marvin of Lockport, New York assisted Dr. Guerrant 
at a meeting at Nonesuch, June 1889. The following persons united with the 
church— 


Mrs. Eliza Jane Kinkead Chas. Henry Baxter Frank Berryman 
Mrs. Sena (Lena) Kinkead Jno. Annie Chapman Bush Paul 

Mrs. Sally Ann Baxter Mary Ann Freeman Mrs. Martha Strange 
George Strange Creed Chapman James Thos. Minton 


Bettie Chapman 
The meeting closed, on June 14, with fifteen additions to the church. 
June 16, 1889 
On Sunday night 16 June, Dr. Guerrant preached at Nonesuch, and nine 
persons united with the church on profession, viz. — 


Charles L. Carter Martha A. Paul 
Mrs. Jno. Mitchell Jno. Wm. Mitchell 
Edward White Nannie Collins 
Char. Calvert Stewart Jno. Russell Carter 


Leonard Moore 

May 3, 1889 

On 3d May 1889, Rev. Wm. M. Eldridge of Virginia same to supply the 
Church at Nonesuch and Elm Corner, as assistant to Dr. Guerrant. He 
preached during the Summer of 1889 and returned to the Union Theo. Seminary 
Va., in the Fall. 
July 1890 
Dr. E. O. Guerrant, assisted by Rev. B. M. Cowan of Tennessee, held a week's 
meeting at Nonesuch and Seventeen persons united with the church on profes- 
sion & received baptism. 
May 22, 1891 

Rey. Edward P. Marvin of New York, preached at Nonesuch, and Edward 
Ledridge and his wife, and William Ritchie united with the church: Mrs. 
Ledridge by letter & the other two on profession. 
Aug. 17, 1890 

Revd. Edward O. Guerrant preached at Nonesuch, on Infant Church mem- 
bership—and baptized Sixteen children of the Church. 
Octr. 1, 1890 

Revd. B. M. Cowan of Somerville, Tenn. came to Troy, as Assistant Pastor, 
of Dr. Guerrant. He supplied the church at Nonesuch regularly until Decr. 1891. 
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Organization Of Nonesuch Church 
Oct. 4, 1891 


On 4 Octr. 1891 Dr. Guerrant preached at Nonesuch at 3% P.M.—after which 
sixty six (66) persons presented a petition asking for the Organization of a church. 
These were members of the Troy Church, having placed their membership 
there until the organization of the church here, near their homes. These persons 
were dismissed by the Troy Church, on their application, that they might enter 


into the organization of the Nonesuch Church. They are as follows: 


Robt. C. Wright 
H. David Wilson 
Chilton A. Reed 
Edwd. Ledridge 

S. Bluford Wilson 
Jno. W. Coyle 

Jas. T. Minton 
Mrs. Mary Wilson 
Mrs. Kate Wilson 
W. A. Wilson 
Claud Chapman 
Leslie Armstrong 
Clide Chapman 
Miss Josephine Redmon 
Miss Alice Redmon 
Mrs. Annie Reed 
Miss Lena Reed 
Thos. Reed 

John Reed 

Alvin Paul 

Chas. D. Wilson 
Mrs. Lucy A. Webster 
Mrs. Seney Kinkead 


Oct. 189] 


Green Berry Lewis 
James Thornton 

Mrs. Priscilla Thornton 
Mrs. Pauline Wright 
Mattie F. Wilson 
Virginia Wilson 

John W. Mitchell 
Eliza Mitchell 

Sarah M. Mitchell 
MSP Paul 
NatimCarrolleoi 

Mrs. Martha Carroll 
Septimus Spalding 
Mrs. Septimus Spalding 
Wm. Moore 

John Young 

Mrs. Young 

Mrs. Eliza White 
Reuben Chapman 
Mrs. Jerusha Shanklin 
Mrs. Mary J. Eakin 
Frank Paul 

Elizabeth Wilson 


Saml. Webster 

Mrs. Mary B. Webster 
Mrs. Maggie Minton 
Buck Kinkead 
Joseph Tyson 

James Beetly 

James Kinkead 

Mrs. Laura D. Coyle 
Mrs. Frances Wilson 
Mrs. Margaret Tyson 
Wm. T. Wilson 
Wm. Ritchey 

Mrs. Anna Ledridge 
Thos. S. Wilson 
Mrs. Ellen Wilson 
Luke Chapman 
Geo. Wilson 

James H. Oliver 
Mrs. Eliza Oliver 
Robt. Paul 

Eliza Wilson 

Mrs. Sallie Kinkead 


These persons elected the following members to be elders, Robert C. Wright, 
H. David Wilson, Chilton A. Reed, Edward Ledridge, and the following to be 
Deacons, S. Bluford Wilson, John W. Coyle, James T. Minton. 


These were duly ordained and installed by Edward O. Guerrant, Evangelist 
of Synod of Kentucky, assisted by Rev. B. M. Cowan, Elders Jos. S. Hawkins, 
Robt. A. Dodd, O. H. P. Tanner, Robt. Blacke. 


Edward Ledridge, elected elder, not being present, was not installed. 


Mr. A. P. Gregory, Student in Theology at Richmond, Ky. supplied the 
Church during winter 1891 and summer 1892. 
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Assistants to Dr. Guerrant and Summer Supplies 


LSU eee cane te eee J William Moseley Eldridge 
LSOOSLSY | ee eee eee Rey. Benjamin Moss Cowan 
ESOTS| SOU aie ee eee Rev. Andrew Painter Gregory 
Lov oeeee: eer Ee eee Rev. John Moffatt Mecklin 
LeSOE Deven nec erent) 7 eS Rev. William Crowe 
16010 (s\n ae. dee Rey. Coleman Owings Groves 
SOY Sze te mele nite PS NTR oan Rev. Elias Moore 
Elders elected since 1939: 
ites Tere Pall wets 202 me venatMere ih oh, lt eee gk eS 1947 
(SC OLe Cele Deis Cy gee eee to. ee 1947 
ha riGses Via Garter eee: = oe ee oe ee 1947 
leenuiehagh, Walon. 2 eG ea oe 1949 
UTLOCO SED Lac |v eeemeen eee) 1S eee eee eae 1954 
Lily Cet Cas lc Vaan ee Jn Seen eee 1954 
Deacons elected since 1939: 
COLO GR] RO CTNON GS ete ce eee se ee 1947 
| ahead ah YVONNE A Le Oh a a os 1947 
IN TSyaAt CES CAS CV meee nose ierere ee See eee 1947 
lakansiny NYCI Ns, 2 Sus a aaa see. Some eS 1949 
Uday NAY ACO BALES te 0 eI Ge al eS oer 1949 
lente sm arLiGvae eee de 0 se teeta ce ee 1949 
Donalce nme au pee sore eee ee ee 1954 
lowe Ce ReCIuO lige teen er ot eee ee ee 1958 
eT CLCLVMR Ls OL pepeat ene epee em eee ese ee 1958 


Woodford County Deed Book 8, Page 429 


“This Deed between Strother Dean and Lizzie J. Dean his wife of Mercer 
County Ky. of the first part and Chilton A. Reid, Chilton McDaniel and David 
Wilson Trustees of Presbyterian Church in Clover Bottom Woodford Co. Ky. 
and their successors of the second part. Witnesseth that the said party of the 
first part in consederation for the sum of Forty five Dollars cash in hand paid 
the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged do hereby sell, grant, and convey 
to the party of the second part their assigns and successors the following described 
property viz: 


A certain piece or parcel of land lying in Woodford County Ky. upon 
which there has been recently a Church building erected and adjoining the 
land of Robert Wright and containing about one and one half acres, and the 
whole of said lot enclosed with a fence and upon the turnpike leading from 
Cummin’s Landing on Ky. River to Lexington, Ky. To have and To hold the 


same with all the appurtenances thereon to the second party and their suc- 

cessors in office as Trustees afsd and assigns forever with covenant of General 

Warranty. 

In Testimony where of witness our signatures this 5th day of Oct. 1888. 

Strother Dean 
Lizzie J. Dean” 

Recorded 26th day November 1888. 

Delivered to H. D. Wilson April 8, 1889 


Pisgah Presbyterian Church, 1874 
Left to right: Rutherford E. Douglas; Dr. Rutherford Douglas, Minister; Drucilla 
Douglas; Mrs. Rutherford Douglas; Francis B. Douglas; George L. Douglas; Miss Sally 
McEachen (Mrs. Wood Powell); Betty Powell (Mrs. Waller Rodes); Mary McEashin (Mrs. 
Joe Carter ). 


Pastors and Supplies of Pisgah Church 


Adam Rankin William Orpheus Shewmaker 
James Biythe George McAlister Telford 
Joseph Parks Cunningham George Porter Wilson 

Jacob Fishback Price William Amaziah Stevenson 
Samuel Martin Bayless Hervey McDowell 

W. C. McPheeters Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea 
Robert Welsh Allen John Mecklin Simpson 
Rutherford Douglas Harry Watson Alexander 
Erasmus Ellerbe Ervin George Dennis Gracey 
Coleman Owings Graves Raymond Cecil Brown 
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The Pisgah Church 


In 1935, Dr. W. O. Shewmaker wrote a fascinating history of the Pisgah 
‘Church in his book “Pisgah and Her People”. It is unnecessary for the present 
writer to retrace the splendid work of Dr. Shewmaker. Probably it is well a 
few items which have transpired since 1935 be included in this writing. 


Rev. Rutherford Edwin Douglas, D.D. 


Dr. Douglas was born in the Pisgah manse F' ebruary 7, 
1869; baptized in infancy in Pisgah Church; and his funeral 
was conducted in Pisgah Church, November 24, 1961. 
“Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house and the 
place where Thy honor dwelleth.” 
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Educational Building 
Dedicated May 30, 1955 
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Distinguished group dedicate new educational building Memorial Day 1955, at 
Pisgah Church. 

Mr. Eugene L. Colcord, Chairman, Finance Committee, Dr. Rutherford E. 
Douglass, D.D., Rev. John W. Groves, Mr. William T. Clayton, Dr. Robert S. 
Sanders, D.D., Dr. Thomas D. Clark, Ph.D. and Mr. Robert L. James, Chair- 


man, Building Committee. 


Marker on the building of the Kentucky Academy at Pisgah. 
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Dedication of Educational Building 


PROGRAM OF DEDICATION 
May 30, 1955 


4:00 P.M. 

Invocation 3 Ss fe eae eee een Dr. Rutherford E. Douglas, D.D. 
Anthem, 23 2 ee ee ce Pisgah Choir 
WelcomemAddressye = 55 eee eee eee Mr. Eugene L. Colcord 
Chairman, Finance Committee 
Response 82" shee 2” on ORe he Soe Hon. W. L. Clayton 
(A friend of Pisgah) 
Origingor sk enuickyg. CAG cli) = =e sae etna Dr. Robert S. Sanders, D.D. 
Recognition 22s = ete Seer eee Mr. Robert L. James 
Chairman, Building Committee 

Dro RoE Douglas, D:D: Rev. W. A. Stevenson 

Dr. Thomas Rhea, D.D. Rev. John Groves 

The Ghurchtonsihesi ron ticr aes amen neanrene Dr. Fhomas D> Glarke bw: 
Deécoration ofa Gravicsmam te ee eee ee ee Children of Community 
Anthem 2 2 ae Se ee 2 2s ee ee Pisgah Choir 
Dedicat onforeB til din Cgeee ee ek aera ee enn Rev. Harry W. Alexander 


Dearly beloved Brethren: Forasmuch as it pleased Almighty God to put 
it into the hearts of His servants to build this house for His glory, let us now 
fulfill the godly purpose for which we are assembled of the dedication of it 
to the honor of God’s most holy name. 

Minister: God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Father who art in 
heaven: 

People: To Thee we dedicate this house. 

Minister: Lord Jesus, Son of God, Saviour of the world, Head of the Body which 
is the Church: 

People: To Thee we dedicate this house. 

Minister: Spirit of God, given to be our abiding Teacher, Sanctifier, and 
Comforter; Lord and giver of life: 


People: To Thee we dedicate this house. 
Benediction 22 46 See ee ee ee _-- Dr. Thomasthie. ips 
BUILDING COMMITTEE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Robert L. James, Chairman E. L. Colcord, Chairman 
| ee Garrett John H. Burrier, Secretary 
Mrs. Henry Graddy Mrs. James E. Ireland 
Charles W. Kelly Colonel Lewis A. Maury 
R. McDonald Garrett Colonel Thomas J]. Johnson 
Robert S. Hart 
MisSeannaahebeka tay sgl ele iments teres Designer of Building 
Mra james= ial reland:s=sses eee Supervisor of Construction 
Rey. harcyeW.. 2 \lexcic cares ea Minister 
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Woodford County, Kentucky, Book E, Page 311 Recorded Sept. 9, 1811 


“This Indenture of bargain and sale made and entered into this ninth day 
of September One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eleven between Samuel 
Stevenson of the County of Woodford and State of Kentucky of the one part 
and James Martin, Nathaniel Fergeson, James Wardlow and Francis Allen and 
Isaac Stevenson the present Elders of Pisga Presbatarian Society, In the other 
part, Witnesseth, that for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar to him 
the said Samuel Stevenson in hand paid the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged by the said Samuel and for the further consideration of a Bene- 
volent purpose and free gift of him the said Samuel to the said James Allen 
and others, Elders of the Society aforesaid and their Successors and for the 
sole use and benefit of the Society over whom they precide for the purpose of 
erecting a meeting house thereon as a house of worship, there is given, granted 
bargained and sold, and do be these presents give grant bargain and sell unto 
them the said James Martin, Nathaniel Fergerson, James Wardlow Francis and 
Isaac Stevenson elders of the society aforesaid and their Successors, and for 
the use and purposes aforesaid one certain tract or parcel of Ground lying and 
being in the County of Woodford and on which the present Meeting House 
stands and called and known be the name of Pisgah and bounded as follows 
to wit: Beginning at a Stone standing north sixty two West two poles from 
the Spring, thence south twenty degrees east twelve and a half poles to a stake 
or stone then south sixty six degrees east twenty four poles to a stake or stone 
thence north forty five degrees east ten poles to a stake or stone then north forty 
three degrees west twenty two poles another stake or stone thence south eighty 
four west nineteen and a half poles to the Beginning including the present old 
Meeting House and spring now commonly used by the said Society aforesaid 
to have and to hold to the only proper use and Benefit of them the said James 
and others herein named as (Sitdler of the society over whom they preside and 
to their successors forever under the direction of the West Lexington Presbetary 
the said Samuel Stevenson for himself and his heirs doth further Covanant and 
agree to and with the said Elders herein named and their successors for the use 
and Benefit of the Society aforesaid they further purpose aforesaid will warrant 
and forever defend against all and every claim whatever Claiming under their 
title in testimony whereof the said Samuel Stevenson hath hereunto set his hand 
and affixed his seal this the day and year first written. 


Samuel Stevenson” 
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Copy of a letter written by Rev. Matthew Branch Price to his sister, Mrs. Martha 
M. Mason, Independence, Missouri 
“Nicholasville, Kentucky 
Sugar Grove 
June 9, 1847 
My dear Sister:— 


How little do we know of the future! We know not what a day may, indeed 
what an hour, may bring forth! We plan and we arrange, but it is God alone 
who directs our steps. He has not only the issue of our lives in his hands, but 
it is his superintending providence which orders the most minute events of our 
lives. 


These reflections arise my dear Mat when I look back upon the events of 
the last three days. Sabbath evening last I bade what I considered a long 
adieu to the dear family here—the sorrow was felt, and the tears were shed at a 
separation which seemed in all probability to be for years, in the limits of 
sensibility forever. I left my home to go forth to your distant state to seek a field 
of ministerial labor. It was a sad parting. I went out to Mr. Coon’s intending 
to take an early start the next morning that I might go in the morning train of 
cars from Lexington. 


What was the shock I experienced after having retired to my room, to re- 
ceive from Mrs. Coons the sad intelligence that a messenger had arrived from 
father bearing the startling news that our much loved Uncle Jacob had died 
suddenly with apoplexy on his return from the General Assembly at Richmond, 
Va.? Now, of how uncertain is life! My plans were consequently thwarted. I 
was thus compelled to delay my contemplated trip. Providence had said in a 
voice the most intelligible by this afflictive dispensation, “Go not hence yet. I 
obeyed. 


A gentlemen passenger in the stage that morning had narrated the circum- 
stances of Uncle J’s death to Dr. Newell, one of our tavern keepers. He was one 
of the eight in the stage when he died. Dr. N., not supposing he was related to 
our family did not send us word; he however, late in the evening mentioned 
the singular circumstances to Dr. Ballard, who instantly informed him that he 
was a brother of father. He immediately came out to communicate the melan- 
choly news. Father and I went up to Pisgah early Monday morning. We found 
that the corpse had reached there the evening previous, and was buried with- 
out a moment’s delay. From Mr. Bullock, whom you knew for many years has 
been Uncle J's bosom friend and who was with him when he died we learned 
the circumstances of his death, They were returning from Richmond. Uncle 
J., usually buoyant in his spirits, having had as he often expressed to Mr. Bullock, 
the most pleasant trip he had ever had, and no doubt cheered with the prospect 
of soon returning to his beloved family. They had gotten as far on their journey 


as Brownsville, Pennsylvania, and were passing through the town when the 
startling event took place. As they entered the village at a slow pace, a boy 
having apples for sale approached them and presented his fruit to Mr. Bullock 
for him to buy. Mr. Bullock was sitting on the middle seat, Uncle | on the back 
seat immediately behind him. Mr. Bullock refused buying the apples when 
uncle J. in his accustomed pleasantry remarked “you Bullock you refuse to buy 
apples? I thought you never refused anything good to eat”. He then turned to 
the boy and said several humorous things, informed him how he must get 
Bullock to buy from him. These were the last words our dear uncle said. The 
stage had not gone fifty yards before a gentleman on the front seat remarked 
to Mr. Bullock “your friend snores very loud; you had better wake him up”. 
Mr. Bullock turned, placed his hands upon his forehead to awake him, found 
it cold and clamy, lifted his head up, one long lingering breath, and his friend 
and our uncle was a corpse. You can well imagine the feelings of all the pas- 
sengers, but more especially his, who had for many years been to him as a 
brother. 


They immediately lifted him from the stage to the ground, sent for a phy- 
sician who was only across the street, who bled him and used every exertion 
to revive him, but to no effect—his soul had gone to God who gave it, and whose 
faithful minister he was. 


A plank was procured, the lifeless body placed upon it, and it placed 
lengthwise in the stage, two passengers sat at the feet end and two at the head. 
In this manner was the body brought to Wheeling, a distance of 50 miles. Mr. 
Bullock's object in not stopping long enough to have a coffin made was that 
he was anxious to reach Wheeling in time for the regular packet. This he did. 
Here all things necessary were done to the body to preserve it until it could 
reach its final resting place. 

These are briefly the entire circumstances of this sudden and effective 
event. Mr. Bullock says two minutes were not consumed from the time they 
entered Brownsville till they left it. He is clearly of the opinion that uncle J. 
was not apprised of the approach of death. Not one struggle did he make nor 
was the pleasant expression of countenance so natural to him displaced. 


We would turn dear Mat, to the loving wife and lovely family of children 
thus unexpectedly deprived the one of the affectionate husband, the other of a 
fond father. Poor aunt Maria with a sensibility so delicate and affection so ardent, 
it is not in the least surprising that this heavy stroke should almost crush her to 
the dust. Weighty truly is her grief. Under any circumstances it is sad to lose 
a friend—a husband, but how greatly is the grief enhanced in circumstances 
like to hers. Uncle J. had written to her of his speedy return, and she was 
daily looking with eagerness for his arrival. How severe was the stroke when 
it was announced that he was coming but a lifeless corpse. Aunt Maria is, you 
know, as well calculated to bear wp under such an affliction as anyone living. 


Besides a certain firmness of character, she has a large amount of grace. She 
will, after the natural sorrow occasioned, no doubt commit with patient hope 
her keeping and that of her children to Him who has promised to be a father 
to the fatherless and a husband to the widow.” 


This letter describes the death of the Rev. Jacob Fishback Price, pastor of 
Pisgah Church, and who had gone as a commissioner from West Lexington 
Presbytery to the General Assembly at its meeting in Richmond, Virginia. The 
meeting over in company with his friend Rev. J. J. Bullock, he was returning 
home when he died suddenly. 


of the Kentucky Legislature, 1847-48. 
ACTS 1847-8 
Chapter 197 
“AN ACT to incorporate the Pisgah Church, in the county of Woodford. 


WHEREAS, it is represented to the present General Assembly, that, on 
the 9th day of September, 1811, Samuel Stevenson, by deed of conveyance, duly 
recorded, conveyed to James Martin, Nathaniel Furguson, James Wardlow and 
Francis Allen, as Elders of the Presbyterian Church in Woodford County, and 
to their successors, as Elders, two acres, three rods and twelve poles of land, 
including the meeting house called Pisgah: and whereas, on the 8th day of 
September 1847, Robert Stevenson did convey to Robert Allen, thirty acres of 
land, adjoining the said tract conveyed by Samuel Stevenson, in trust, for the 
use and benefit of the Pisgah church aforesaid, and to be held for the purposes 
of said Pisgah congregation of Presbyterians, (of the branch of said church 
called and known as the Old School;) and in said deed it is provided that the 
said Robert Allen shall have power, and is directed to convey to such Trustees, 
of said church, as may by act of incorporation be authorized to receive the 
title, for the use and purposes intended by said donor, Robert Stevenson. There- 
fore, 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, That William Allen, James S. Berryman, John Neet and John Martin, 
who are the present Elders of the Pisgah Presbyterian Church, (Old School,) in 
Woodford county, and their successors in Eldership, of said Church, be and 
they are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, to be known as the 
“Elders and Trustees of the Pisgah Church;” and they are hereby declared capa- 
ble, in law and equity, to hold ad enjoy, in their corporate character, for the use 
and benefit of said church, the two acres, three rods and twelve poles of land, 
conveyed to their predecessors, as Elders of said Pisgah church, and capable, 
in law, to receive from Robert Allen, a conveyance to them, and their successors 


[160] 


in office, the thirty acres of land conveyed, as aforesaid, to the said Robert Allen, 
by the said Robert Stevenson; and they are, and shall hold the same, and their 
successors, for the sole use and purposes set out and contained in said deeds, 
which are of record in the Clerk's office of the Woodford County Court. 


Sec. 2. That said Elders and Trustees, and their successors, shall have 
power to contract, either jointly, or by a committee of their own body; to sue and 
be sued, plead and be impleaded, in regard to any contract; they shall have 
power to make any improvement they may deem necessary for the building of 
meeting houses, repairing the same, the building a parsonage and other im- 
provements appurtenant thereto, repairing the same, fitting up any of said 
houses for purposes of worship, or any other improvements upon the said lands 
which they may conceive proper and expedient to carry out the trust confided 
to them, or the better security and protection of their property. 


Sec. 3. That said Trustees, or their successors, shall have power to pur- 
chase or receive, a further donation of any additional quantity of land, adjoining 
the land described above, so that the quantity shall not exceed, in all, sixty acres. 


Approved February 5, 1848.” 
Copied from “A True Copy of Pisgah Session Books 1808-1838, 1838-1884” 


“Sacramental Meeting was held in the Pisgah church on the 2nd Sabbath 
of June 1845. Services were held in the church on Friday and Saturday Pre- 
ceeding the Sabbath. Ministerial brethern assisting J. H. Logan, Wm. Y. Allen, 
and James H. Thornwell, professor in the South Carolina College at Columbia 
the Gen. Ass. having Determined after a full discussion of the question at its 
late meeting in the City of Cincinnati that baptism administered by a Romish 
Priest is not valid. Mrs. Maria R. Price, the wife of the Pastor, having heard 
the discussion in the Ass. of that question and having in her infancy been bap- 
tized by a Romish Priest—she being fully convinced that the discussion of the 
Ass. was correct expressed a desire to be baptized. She was on Sat. the 9th of 
June 1845 in presence of a large congregation baptized by the Rev. James H. 
Thornwell—by whose argument she was convinced that what she had received 
in her infancy at the hands of a Romish Priest was not baptism.” 


Note: This re-baptism was of especial interest because Mrs. Price’s husband, Rey. 
Jacob Fishback Price, had been the pastor of the Pisgah Church for twelve years. 
Dr. James Henley Thornwell was one of the ablest men in the Old School Presbyterian 
Church. He was Moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly in 1847, when only 
thirty-five years of age, one of the youngest ministers ever to fill this office. 
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REV. RUTHERFORD DOUGLAS, D.D. 


Next to Dr. Blythe, Doctor Douglas had the longest pastorate 
of Pisgah Church 1858-1890, a period of thirty two years. 
He was one of the outstanding ministers in the Synod of 
Kentucky. In 1866 he became the first Moderator of the 
Synod of Kentucky U.S. 


The Reverend Doctor Rutherford Douglas’ letter preparatory to a visit to the 
Pisgah Church, April 21, Poo ie 
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“Danville Tuesday 21st 1857 
“Dr. Wason 
Dear Sir 


Your kind letter came to hand last night informing me of the wishes 
of your church in regard to my serving them as pastor. I will be in Lex. on 
Tuesday morning early and would be happy to meet you or some of the breathren 
& go down to Pisgah with you. Or it may be that I will go down in Dr. Bullock’s 
buggy (for I will spend Wednesday night at his house) if however he can not 
furnish me with a buggy I would be happy to visit some of you in Lex & 
convern about the matter under consideration. Hoping to see you soon, I remain 
in haste, 


Yours trully, 
Rutherford Douglas” 


Reverend Hervey McDowell, Jr. 


Pastor of Pisgah Church 
September 1925-January 1938 


LEXINGTON HERALD 
Friday, June 25, 1943 


Rev. J. H. McDowell 


“LANCASTER, Ky., June 24 (Special)—The Rev. J. Hervey McDowell, 
former pastor of the Pisgah Presbyterian Church, Woodford County, died 
Wednesday at Pascagoula, Miss., where he has been a minister. 


Born at Cynthiana, Dr. McDowell was a son of the late Louise Irvine and 
Dr. Hervey McDowell. He was a graduate of Washington and Lee University 
and received his training for the ministry at Louisville Presbyterian College. He 
was pastor at the Pisgah Church for 12 years. 


Funeral services will be held Friday at the Lancaster cemetery at 3 p.m. 
The Rev. Mr. McDowell is survived by his widow, Jane Lusk, formerly of 
Lancaster, two daughters, Elizabeth and Mary Louise, and two brothers, Joe 
Desha McDowell, Lexington, and Edward C. McDowell, New York City. 


Gulfport, Miss.—Mrs. Elizabeth McDowell Duncan, of this city, died De- 
cember 13th 1954, at the home of her mother, Mrs. Hervey McDowell. Mrs. 
Duncan, a native of Biloxi and a resident of Gulfport for a number of years had 
lived much of her life in central Kentucky where her father, Rev. Hervey Mc- 
Dowell, was pastor of the Pisgah Presbyterian Church. She was prominent in 
church and civic affairs in Gulfport, a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
here, being active in the church’s work. 


Funeral services were conducted here and interment took place in the 
family cemetery in Lancaster, Ky.” 


The Rev. Hervey McDowell, Jr. 


In 1925, there came to the Pisgah Church, in Woodford County, Ky., the 
Reverend Hervey McDowell. It was well nigh a return of a native son, for he 
was born not so very far from Pisgah, at Cynthiana, the county seat of Harrison 
County, June 15th, 1871. His parents were Dr. Hervey McDowell, a well known 
and highly esteemed physician and surgeon. His mother was Louise Irvine Mc- 
Dowell, of a pioneer Kentucky family from Virginia especially identified with 
Boyle County and the community at Danville. 


In 1783, Judge Samuel McDowell, Colonel in the Revolutionary War, member 
for several times of the Virginia House of Burgesses during the period leading 
up to the Revolution, came from Virginia to make his home in Kentucky, which 
was then still a “district” of the State of Virginia. This move seems to have been 
distinctly due to his appointment by his personal friend, President Washington, 
as judge of the first district court to be established in Kentucky. He was the 
presiding officer of the various conventions that met in Danville, Ky., in con- 
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nection with the separation of Kentucky from Virginia. Hervey McDowell was 
this man’s great great grandson. He was also a great nephew ony De. Ephraim 
McDowell, the famous surgeon of pioneer days in Kentucky. 


Mr. McDowell took his collegiate course at Washington & Lee University, 
Lexington, Va. His theological training was received at the Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky. He was licensed by West Lexington Presby- 
tery at the spring meeting of that body in April 1899. On October 7th, 1900, he 
was ordained to the full work of the ministry of Transylvania Presbytery. His 
first pastorate was that of the Silver Creek Church (White's Station), Madison 
County, Ky., in the Presbytery of Transylvania. He served this church for some 
three years, resigning in 1903, and becoming pastor of the church of Biloxi, Miss., 
when he continued for some five years, going from there to Pass Christian, Miss., 
in 1909. In 1914 he became pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church of Me- 
ridian, Miss., where he continued for one year. From 1915 to 1919, he was pastor 
at Mt. Olive, Miss. He was Stated Supply at Garyville, La. in 1920, serving 
there until 1922. He served as Stated Supply at Cuba, Ala., 1922-1925. In the 
latter year, as noted above, he came to Pisgah. 


On April 9th, 1603, he was married to Miss Jane Kavannaugh Luck, of 
Lancaster, Ky., whom he had met during his pastorate at Silver Creek. She, also 
was of a prominent Kentucky family, originating in Virginia, whose most out- 
standing members were Judge Samuel Lusk, of Garrard County, Ky. and Wil- 
liam Lusk; the latter with Captain John McDowell helped to settle Rockbridge 
County, Virginia. 


It was very gratifying to Hervey McDowell to be settled at Pisgah, in whose 
life and atmosphere he was so perfectly at home, being, indeed, “to the manse 
born”. For thirteen years he remained in this charge, leaving it in 1938 for the 
milder climate of the Gulf region, where he had spent so many years, becoming 
Stated Supply at Pascagoula, Miss. In 1941 he retired from the regular work i 
the ministry, living with his wife and daughters at Gulfport, Miss. His health 
for sometime had not been good, and on June 23rd, 1943, he passed away at his 
home. The last three years of his active ministry were spent with the Pascagoula 
Church, during the first of these the church doubled its membership. 


He was interested in and informed as to correct Presbyterian procedure, and 
won from his brethren in the Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery the bantering title 
of “the Lawyer” of the Presbytery. For years he was Stated Clerk of the 
Presbytery. During his ministry of forty-four years, he was not only a faithful 
and diligent pastor but, especially in South Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama, 
in which territory more than half of his active years were spent, he was a leader 
in Home Mission work—organizing and establishing churches in this section. 
He was four times a member of the General Assembly. 
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Besides his clerical connection, he was a Mason, a member of the Sons of 
Colonial Wars, Sons of the Confederacy and the Kentucky Historical Society. 
He was an authority on Kentucky history, both church and secular, and on 
genealogy. “Next to his church” says one qualified to speak—“came his love for 
history and genealogy’. He received many letters from various parts of the 
United States asking for information concerning Kentucky history and genealo- 
gies. To answer these, was his great pleasure, never receiving a cent of com- 
pensation for the information furnished in his replies. 


During his pastorate at Pisgah, occurred the sesqui-centennial of that 
church. He planned and executed in a most noteworthy manner, the celebration 
of this anniversary. Also, somewhat later, he wrote and published in the 
Christian Observer an article presenting the origins of the Pisgah Community 
and congregation, before the organization of the church. 


He was survived by his wife, Mrs. Jane Lusk McDowell, of 620 Second 
Street, Gulfport, Miss. and two daughters, Miss Mary Louise McDowell, of the 
same address and Mrs. James Duncan (Elizabeth Lusk McDowell), of Tucson, 
Arizona, now deceased. Mrs. McDowell died December 3, 1961. 


(Written by Rev. W. O. Shewmaker, D.D. and sent to the author of this book soon after the 
death of the Rev. Hervey McDowell, Jr.) 


Rev. Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea, D.D. 
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Rey. Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea, D.D. 
Pastor of sbiscab Church () a mweeee eee ee 1938-1944 


Rev. Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea, son of John Irvin Rhea and Retta Catherine 
Slage Rhea, was born in Blountville, Sullivan County, Tennessee November 2, 
1914. He graduated from King College in 1935 and from Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in 1938. 


He was licensed by Holston Presbytery, Tennessee on April 19, 1938 and 
ordained July 19, 1938 by Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. He was pastor of 
Pisgah Church and Stated Supply of Bethel Church 1938-1944. He served as the 
Executive Secretary of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 1944-1950. Since 1950, 
he has been the esteemed pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Rogersville, 
Tennessee. He was Stated Clerk of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery, 1945-1950. 
In 1949 he was Moderator of the Synod of Kentucky. He received the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity from King College. On April 4, 1940, he was married to 
Miss Bobbie Baker of Louisville, Kentucky. 


Their children are: 
Thomas Clarke Rye Rhea, Jr. 
Robert Peter Rhea 
John Irvine Rhea, III 


x 


Rey. John Mecklin Simpson 
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MEMORIALS 
The following memorials were read and adopted: 
“Rev. JoHN MECKLIN SIMPSON 


The Reverend John Mecklin Simpson, pastor of the Pisgah Church and 
stated supply of the Bethel Church of Lexington-Ebnezer Presbytery, was called 
from his earthly ministry on January 21, 1946. 


John Mecklin Simpson was born into the home of Hunley Harvey and 
Rosa Mecklin Simpson in April, 1996, at Poplar Creek, a rural community near 
Winona, Mississippi. His boyhood was spent near Winona and he attended 
public school there. In 1927 he entered King College and graduated with his 
A.M. degree in 1931 and received his B.D. degree from Columbia Theological 
Seminary in 1934. He was licensed by his home Presbytery of Central Mississippi 
in June, 1934, but was ordained by Meridian Presbytery in October of the same 
year as he had accepted work within its bounds. 


In March, 1935, he was married to Miss Arbutus McCroskey, of Bristol, 
Tennessee, and into their home was born in 1940 a son, David Mecklin Simpson. 


His first work after completing his theological training was with a group 
of churches in and near Lauderdale, Mississippi. There were four U. S. churches 
and one U. S. A. church in this group and for ten years he served these churches 
most acceptably. In June of 1945 he accepted the call of the Pisgah church and 
came to Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery to serve the Pisgah and Bethel churches. 
During the seven and one-half months in this work he won the love and admira- 
tion of the people, and his work seemed most promising and his untimely passing 
is a severe blow to the progress of these churches. 


On January 15, 1946 the Presbytery of Lexington-Ebnezer elected Mr. 
Simpson its moderator. The following day he was not feeling well and was 
thought to be taking the flu but before many hours evidence of his lack of 
coordination was observed. He was taken to the Woodford Memorial Hospital 
and later removed to the St. Joseph Hospital in Lexington. Expert medication 
and care was commanded but nothing checked the rapid paralysis of his nervous 
system. When the paralysis reached the respiratory organs an iron lung was 
used, but only prolonged his breathing for a few hours for on the afternoon of 
January 21st his life ebbed away. 


Funeral services were conducted in the Windsor Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Bristol, Tennessee, on January 28, 1946, by the Rev. Dr. Ralph A. 
Brown, Rev. B. H. Wiggins, and Rev. Thomas C. Rhea, and his earthly remains 
were laid to rest in the Shelby Hills Cemetery. Besides his wife and son, he is 
survived by his mother, Mrs. Rosa Mecklin Simpson, two brothers, James Hamil- 
ton and Harvey Hunley Simpson, all of Winona, Mississippi, and a sister, Miss 
Bessie Simpson, of Memphis, Tennessee. 
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His ministry was characterized by humbleness of spirit and tenacity of 
purpose that made him hold on to difficult problems until they were solved. 
His sympathetic understanding of people caused the members of his congrega- 
tions to be devoted to him and his abiding love for the Lord’s work made him 
give of his best to the Master unto the end.” 


From: Minutes of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery—1946 


Rev. Harry Watson Alexander 


Rey. Harry Watson Alexander 
Supplied#PiscahsChurelh sss aan Nii OP Ste teeta So te a 1946-1958 


Rey. Harry Watson Alexander, son of William Sam Alexander and his wife 
Lula Patterson Alexander, was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 23, 1902. 
He graduated from Centre College and from Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained January 19, 1931, by Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. 
He was Stated Supply and pastor of the church in Carlisle, Kentucky, 1930-1936. 
He served the South Frankfort, Kentucky, church 1936-1941. He was Chaplain 
AUS, 1941-1946. Since 1946, he has been chaplain at the VA Hospital, Lexington, 
Kentucky. On July 14, 1932, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Howell 
DeWeese. One son, Harry Watson, Jr., was born of this union. 
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Rev. George D. Gracey, Jr. 


Rev. George Dennis Gracey, Jr. 


Se mm aS CACO NU CCH weer sere eeeen ee SOR RETINA PO cae rege Soe Oe 1959-1961 


Rev. George Dennis Gracey, Jr., son of George Dennis Gracey, Sr., and 
his wife Katherine McClanahan Gracey, was born in Covington, Tennessee, Feb- 
ruary 13, 1935. He graduated from Southwestern at Memphis and from Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He was ordained June 28, 1959 by 
Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery and installed pastor of the Pisgah Church. He 
served Pisgah and Bethel churches 1959-1961. In 1961 he became pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Pineville, Kentucky. 


On August 23, 1957 he was married to Miss Ruth Annelle Gandy, of Memphis, 
‘Tennessee. 


(el eL 


Rev. Raymond C. Brown 


Rey. Raymond Cecil Brown 


Rey. Raymond Cecil Brown, son of Roy Mitchell Brown and his wife 
Lona Druscilla Crouch, was born in Lexington, Kentucky, May 27, 1933. On 
November 26, 1960, he was married to Miss Le Nora Corbin Parsley. One son, 
Raymond Cecil Brown, Jr. was born of this marriage February 8, 1962. Mr. 
Brown is a graduate of the University of Kentucky and The Louisville Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary. 


On June 10, 1962, Mr. Brown was ordained and installed the pastor of Pisgah 
Church by the following Commission of Transylvania Presbytery: 


Rev. Troy Eslinger presided and propounded the constitutional questions; 
Rev. T. M. McMillan charged the pastor; 

Dr. Jesse De Boer charged the congregation; 

Rev. E. C. Gartell preached the sermon; 

Rev. William Bertelle Eyster took part in the services; 


Rey. Harry Watson Alexander and ruling elder Robert James were alternates.. 
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—__PHOTO BY J. WINSTON COLEMAN, JR. 
The Troy Presbyterian Church 


Organized in 1874 by the union of the Clear Creek and Ebenezer Presbyterian 
Churches. 


The building was dedicated in January 1875, when Rev. Gelon Hann Rout, D.D., 
preached the sermon. 
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Pastors of Troy Church 


Rev; Thomas:s. Lice? 522 5.2 eee ee ee eee 1872-1877 
Rev. Wie |2. a pslCy j= sate eee eed be ee 1877-1882 
Rev. Uhomass srr irae eee ener eee ee 2 ELGS Zsa 
Rev. E. O. Guerrant, Di De eee ee ee eee 1886-1896 
Rev. W. MEldrid ¢e/2 5 a8 sees eee re, eee oe 1896-1904 
Rey. .H. T..Cockerhatn geese, am ener eee ee fo 1904-1920 
Rev. W.. J. Gammon "Sees ee ee ee | ee ee 1920-1925 
Rev.-Charlés Kingsley ees see eee re ee wee ee 1925-1927 
Rev. Joseph: Smarr Robinson s22". = 22 2222 5 eee ee 
Rev. Woo .o10 yt hc eee se Aa oe OS 1930-1932 
Rey. Sandford @M OG a rae et. awe eee oo ee eee ee ee __1932-1937 
Rev. John: Davies ;Arbucklewe= te nme ae 1938-1943 
Rey. Jacquelin, Plume tes lia.y | 0 gee eet carte eee ee 1944-1946 
Rev. Johns |ay- Rice.) 0): |) eee eee ee 1946-1950 
Rev.. Edwin. Randle" Shorty see PR eran 0. Menge ri _1951-1954 
Rev: Richard’ Garlislessrnithies) ieee et eee 1954-1957 
James) Wilmer) Ma Ceit ly 6c ieee seen = eee 1958-1961 
Ben Léenhart,22 2 2 pees ee eee ee et ~ ae 1961- 


The Troy Presbyterian Church 


In 1791 the Clear Creek Church was organized in Woodford County. 
Rev. Adam Rankin was the first supply but he was succeeded by Rev. James 
Blythe who supplied until 1806, when the church was last mentioned in the 
Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery. In 1793 Adam Rankin united with 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. Many of the members of the 
Presbyterian churches followed him into the Associate Reformed Church. 


He organized the Ebenerzer A.R.P. Church, Jessamine County, between 
the years 1793 and 1798. The Clear Creek Presbyterian Church lost many 
of its members who went with Rankin in his new church relations. The 
Associate Reformed Church, about 1805-6, built a handsome stone church 
in Jassamine County near the Woodford County line and only a few miles 
distant from the Clear Creek Presbyterian Church. So Clear Creek passed away. 


The Ebenezer Church flourished for many years until about 1820 when 
its membership dwindled away and the stone building was not used. In 1824 
Rev. John Hudson, pastor of the church in Nicholasville, and the Reverend 
Joseph Cabell Harrison organized a Presbyterian Church which they named 
Ebenezer. The location of this church has not been discovered but the 
presumption is that as the Ebenezer A.R.P. Church building was not in use 
then the Old Stone A.R.P. building was the site of the Ebenezer Presbyterian 
Church. The pastors of the Nicholasville Presbyterian Church frequently 
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preached at the old Ebenezer Church so it was natural for them to use the 
old building when organizing a new church. 


In 1828 a handsome stone building was erected a few miles between Troy 
and Nicholasville. The church Ebenezer, founded in 1824, was the nucleus for 
the new congregation. The new building was called Clear Creek probably in 
honor of the Clear Creek formerly in Woodford County. On the membership 
roll of the new church were the names of some who had been members of the 
first Clear Creek Church and many from the old Ebenezer A.R.P. Church. 


In December 1841 Rev. Neal Gordon came to revive the old Ebenezer 
A.R.P. Church and was ordained pastor of Ebenezer in May 1843 and con- 
tinued in this capacity until October 1870 when he and many of his followers 
united with the Southern Presbyterian Church retaining the name Ebenezer 


aud using the old building. 


Moses G. Guyn and Ann Guyn conveyed three acres of land, one half mile 
south of Troy on the Versailles and Mundy’s Ferry Turnpike, to the following 
trustees David Black, John C. Lowry and A. S. Ryley for the purpose of erecting 
a parsonage house’ thereon for the use of the pastor of the Ebenezer and 
Clear Creek Churches of the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly. 


On September 26, 1874 Samuel Black and his wife Jane C. Black conveyed 
one acre of land to David Black, A. S. Ryley and John McCauley, Trustees of the 
Troy Presbyterian Church. In 1874 the Clear Creek and Ebenezer Churches 
ceased to exist and found their new life in the Troy Church. The present Troy 
Church building was dedicated in 1875, Rev. Gelon H. Rout, D.D., preached 
the dedicatory sermon. Rev. Thomas S. Lee was the first pastor of Troy and 
served faithfuly until his death in 1877. He has been followed in the pastorate 
by other ministers who have given their full devotion to the church. 


The women, as well as the men, have been active in the work of the 
church. About 1877 the women were organized into a missionary society 
by the Rev. W. J. Lapsley and they have been constant in their services until 
the present. Today they function under the name of Women of The Church. 
In 1890 the women built a chapel across the road from the church. 


“The chapel of the Troy Presbyterian Church was erected and dedicated in the first 
year of the Gay Nineties. The dedicatory exercises took place on December 25, 1890, 
a very large crowd attending the service. 


“The chapel cost the ladies of the Troy Church $1,000. It contains a nice parlor and a 
larger room for lectures, Sabbath School and Prayer Meeting. 


“The Rey. Dr. Thomas E. Converse, Louisville, Editor of the Christian Observer 
preached the dedication sermon.” 
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Early History of Auxiliary of Troy Church, 1877-1932. 
By Mrs. Sarah L. Shields 


“About the year 1877 the ladies of the Troy Church were organized into a 
missionary society by Rev. W. J. Lapsley and continued with great zeal during 
his ministry which closed in 1882. The society used the magazine, “The 
Missionary as a text-book and donated all free will offerings to both Home 
and F oreign Missions. The society continued its Missionary work during the 
ministry of the next pastor Rev. T. S. Simrall, and continued vigorously under 
the ministry of Dr. E. O. Guerrant from 1886 to 1896. He also organized the first 
of two working societies, young and old ladies, combined, with our missionary 
society. These continued to flourish throughout the ministry of our next pastor, 
Rey. Wm. Eldridge, and brings its history down to the year of 1904 to the 
ministry of Rev. H. L. Cockerham who left the church in a flourishing condition in 
1920. Since then under the ministry of Rev. W. J. Gammon, who has given us 
great spiritual aid, our society has been strengthened. Led by him we have 
become more efficient workers in our master’s vineyard. In 1912 the General 
Assembly, approving of the organizing of the women of our church, under the 
guidance of the church, we became what is known as the “Woman’s Auxiliary” 
of the Troy Church have been operating under this name. Surely the blessing 
of God will follow all earnest, consecrated workers. Let us render praise and 
thanksgiving to His name alone. 


“Two lady missionaries went from Troy Church to the mountains with 
Dr. E. O. Guerrant, 1886 to 1896, Miss Emma Gordon and Miss Eliza Gordon. 
Below is given a roll of the original or charter members of the missionary society 
of Troy Church so far as the names could be gotten. 


“Mrs. Samuel Holloway Mrs. Zerelda Hutchison 


Mrs. Huge McCauley Mrs. Sarah L. Shields 
Mrs. John McCauley Mrs. Nan Black 

Mrs. Samuel Johnston Mrs. W. Lapsley 
Mrs. Mary A. Mahin Miss Eliza Gordon 


Mrs. Samuel Lowry, Sr. 


“In 1925 the Rev. Chas. Kingsley being the pastor, the Auxiliary continued 
to grow and thrive. Under the ministry of Rev. J. S. Robinson and the 
Auxiliary continued to go forward and do a great amount of good. 


“This brings us down to our present pastor, Rev. W. S. Smythe. 


“The Auxiliary is meeting all requirements, doing a great deal of work 
and contributing to all causes. 
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“Some of the sons and daughters who have given so abundantly of their 
time to the service of the Master are the Rev. Thornton Brandenburg, Mrs. 


Harold Clyde and Rey. John Gordon. 


“The ladies have contributed to some extent to both Home and Foreign 
Missions, and at this writing are continuing to do so.” 


Troy Church, 1932-1963 


The previous sketch was written by Mrs. Sarah L. Shields. Mr. Smythe 
served until 1932. He was succeeded by Rev. Sandford M. Logan who served 
until 1937. Rev. John Davies Arbuckle became pastor in 1938 and served until 
1943. Rey. Jacquelin Plummer Taylor began his ministry at Troy in January 1944 
and continued until November 1946. The next pastor was Rev. John Jay Rice, 
Jr. who served from 1946 to 1950. Rev. Edwin Randle Short served most ac- 
ceptably from 1951 to 1954, when he accepted a call to Sikeston, Missouri. On 
May 9, 1954, Richard Carlisle Smith, Jr., a senior in Louisville Seminary, was 
ordained and installed pastor of Troy and Nonesuch Churches by a Commission 
of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. He served until 1957 and was followed by 
the Rev. James W. MacElree who served until 1961; Mr. MacElree was followed 
by Ben Lenhart who came in 1961 and continues to serve the church. . 


The Ministry 


The writer has known most of the ministers who have supplied the Troy 
Church from Dr. E. O. Guerrant, who began his ministry in 1886, to the 
present and he thinks the church has been fortunate in its leadership. Progress 
has been made under every pastor although some of them have had a brief 
tenure. 


Rey. H. L. Cockerham had the longest pastorate of sixteen years and during 
his stay the wel! equipped educational building was projected and competed by 
; quip} S pro] I ) 

his successor. Mr. Cockerham preached the dedication sermon in 1921. 


Almost every pastor has done something to keep the beautiful edifice in good 
repair. It is a pleasure to visit this spot where for eighty-eight years worshipers 
have come to commune with God and to receive new inspiration and hope. 


Space forbids us to write at length about the many godly pastors but 
because of his unique personality and his contribution to the kingdom of God, 
we include a sketch of Dr. E. O. Guerrant by his cousin the Rev. Coleman 
Owings Groves, D.D. 
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Incomplete Register of Elders 
of 


The Troy Presbyterian Church 


Troy, Woodford County, Kentucky 


Name 
Samuel Holloway 
David Black 
Dr. John C. Lowrey 
Oliver Hazard Perry Tanner 
Samuel Lowrey 
George Washington Thompson 
Samuel Ryley, Sr. 
Samuel R. Guyn, Sr. 
Alexander Hutchison 
Robert William Black 
James C. Lowrey 


Archibald Campbell Shields 


Charles M. Holloway 
James H. Hutchison 
David C. (Chris) Black 
Wallace W. Johnston 
John William Shields 
Charles G. Kincaid 


John B. Montgomery 
Alexander S. Mattingly 


George M. Jewell 
John Paul Shields, Sr. 
W. B. Ford 

William M. Hartley 
James P. Donnellan 
Hugh Marion Mahin 
Stanley H. Wheeler 

W. P. Harris 

Miles Chapman 


Elbert S. Jewell 


Marion Woods Mahin 
Millard C. Hartley 
George Francis Young 


Ordained 


12- 4-1898 


12- 4-1898 


12- 3-1905 

1- 2-1910 
12-29-1916 
12-29-1916 


2-12-1922 
2-12-1922 
2-12-1922 


2-12-1922 
7- 95-1925 


July or August 1926 
July or August 1926 
June 14, 1942 
June 14, 1942 
June 14, 1942 


7-11-1948 


7-11-1948 
1-1948 
1-1948 
4-1958 


7-1 
7-1 
5a 


Ceased to act 


Last Session Attended 
4-20-1913 


Last Session attended 


3-29-1925 

Last Session attended 
6-28-1925 

Dismissed 
2-27-1927 


Dismissed to the 


Versailles Presbyterian 


Church 
2-16-1958 
Joined Church of 


Christ, Nicholasville, Ky. 


9-15-1960 


Died 


2- 1-1899 
11-10-1911 
12- 8-1901 


4- 6-1908 
Between 


Sept. 25 and 
Dec. 18, 1909 


10-13-1932 
11-10-1919 

7- 3-1935 
10-18-1930 


8-13-1947 


9-14-1941 
1-17-1948 
1- 6-1959 
0-16-1948 
0-20-1950 


1 
al 


11- 3-1961 


7-27-1961 


Copied August 5, 1962 from the Session Book of the Troy Presbyterian 


Church. 


Marion W. Mahin, Clerk of Session 


Name 
James Guyn 
Archibald Ryley 
John C. Guyn 


David Christopher (Chris) Black 


John William Shields 
Hugh Marion Mahin 
Wallace W. Johnston 
Charles G. Kincaid 
Stanley H. Wheeler 
John Paul Shields, Sr. 
John William Mahin 
George Frank Singleton 
William Alexander Black 
Elbert S. Jewell 
Wallace F. McCauley 
Wilgus Guyn 

Adam Rankin Young 
Miles Chapman 
Marion Woods Mahin 


George Francis Young 


Thomas E. Herod 
Millard C. Hartley 


Alexander Edelman 
William Lloyd Mahan 


Hensley Mackie 


John Paul Shields, Jr. 


Robert Keith Montgomery, Sr. 


Robert E. Moore 
Walter S. McCauley 
Ray Lewis Black 
George William Jewell 
John L. Donaldson 
Clinton H. Newman 


Copied from the Troy Presbyterian Session Book August 5, 1962. 
Marion W. Mahin, Clerk of Session 


Incomplete Register of Deacons 


of 
The Troy Presbyterian Church 


Troy, Woodford County, Kentucky 


Ordained Ceased to act 

12- 4-1898 Ordained Elder 
12- 3-1905 
Ordained Elder 
12-29-1916 

12- 3-1905 Ordained Elder 
6-14-1942 

12- 3-1905 Ordained Elder 
1- 2-1910 

1-23-1910 Ordained Elder 
12-29-1916 

12-29-1916 Ordained Elder 
6-14-1942 

12-29-1916 Ordained Elder 
2-12-1922 

2-12-1922 

2-12-1922 To Maxwell St. 
Pres. Ch. 
2- 4-1934 

2-12-1922 

2-12-1922 Ordained Elder 
7-11-1948 

2- -1930 

6-14-1942 Ordained Elder 
7-11-1948 

Before 1- 9-1939 Ordained Elder 

7-11-1948 

10-15-1939 Ordained Elder 
3- 4-1958 

6-14-1942 

6-14-1942 Ordained Elder 
7-11-1948 

7-11-1948 Moved away 1949 

7-11-1948 To Maxwell St. 
Pres. Ch. 
10-20-1950 

7-11-1948 To Midway Pres. Ch. 
11-15-1959 

7-11-1948 To Meadowthorpe 
Pres. Ch. 
3-16-1958 


Moved away before 1954 
Moved away before 1954 
Joined Baptist Church 


Died 


11-10-1919 
10-18-1930 
10-16-1948 
7- 3-1935 
1925 


10-20-1950 
9- 8-1939 


4- 1-1958 
11-15-1931 


11- 3-1961 
6-26-1946 


2-11-1937 
9-26-1956 


7-27-1961 
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Rev. Edward 


Owings 


Guerrant, D.D. 


Reverend Edward Owings Guerrant, D.D. 


Pets ar pSDUCO mK Cn ULCk Verse ee ue A reo aE February 28, 1838 
Preme DOU AS ACG COCA meter Seer tern Nt Een) Pee ee April 26, 1916 
Peetonrot lroy Ghureh, Woodford County, Kentucky--_-2_-___---__- 1886-1896 
ee ccebiims( orner.andsNonesuch, G@hurchese2 ages ss Soe 8 es 1891 


This sketch written by Reverend Coleman O. Groves, a cousin of Dr. Guerrant:— 


“The story of the life and work of Dr. Edward Owings Guerrant is a very 
fascinating one. He was born in Sharpsburg, Kentucky, Feb. 28, 1838. He 
graduated from Centre College in 1860, and attended the Danville Theological 
Seminary in 1860 and 1861. He served as Captain in the Confederate Army 
(one of “Morgan’s men”) from 1862 to the close of the Civil War. After the 
war he studied medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, and graduated from 
Bellvue Medical College, New York. Dr. Guerrant practiced medicine in 
Montgomery and adjoining counties from 1867 to 1873. 


From 1873 to 1875 he attended Union Theological Seminary and was 
ordained to the Gospel Ministry by West-Lexington Presbytery October 30, 1875 
After serving Salem and Union and the Mt. Sterling Church, he was called to 
the First peers Church of Louisville in 1879. In 1882 he was elected as 
evangelist of The Synod of Kentucky and for three years he held many remarkable 
meetings in the cities and towns of Kentucky as well as in the Home Mission 
fields of the mountains. 


In 1886 Dr. Guerrant became the pastor of the Troy and Wilmore Churches, 
and for more than ten years he labored in this field, where he had many souls 
for “his hire”. During this period he organized churches at Elm Corner and 
Nonesuch. He was a man of boundless energy and consuming zeal. Like 
his Master he was ever comforting the sorrowing, healing the sick, and “preaching 
the gospel to the poor’, and like his Master, “the common people heard him 


gladly”. 


He always drew a crowd, and he never disappointed an audience. He was 
a preacher of “The Word”. His expositions of scripture were so simple that a 
child could understand him. He heeded the exhortation of Christ to Peter: 
He fed his “sheep” and his “lambs”. His conversations with children and 
young people, his “personal work”—were impressive and unique. For example: 
He said to a little girl, “What will you take for your eyes?”, and she said, “Why 
I wouldn't take anything for my eyes”. Then he would say, “No! Your eyes 
are more precious than silver and gold, but your soul is worth infinitely more 
than your eyes. It is so valuable that the Lord Jesus came from Heaven to 
Earth, and suffered and died on the Cross, in order that your soul might be 
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saved. Don't let your soul be lost by rejecting Him! But put your trust in Him 
now! He will save you now!” In his children’s services he would have them 
sing again and again the little chorus: 


“Give me a heart like Thine! 
By the wonderful power, 
By Thy grace every hour, 


Give me a heart like Thine!” 


He saw a little mountain boy chewing tobacco. He told him what a dirty, 
filthy habit it was. He said, “Why, a man and a worm are the only things that 
eat tobacco. There is no other animal that will eat it! The boy replied, “Yes 
there is too, for Daddy’s old Jack eats it! Fer I seed him”. Then Dr. Guerrant 
said, “Well, nothing but a man and a worm and a jack will eat tobacco!” 


I have been a minister of the gospel for more than forty years and have held 
pastorates in five synods. It has been my privilege to hear many of the so- 
called great preachers of our Church and other churches, but I have never 
heard a more effective evangelist or a more magnetic speaker than Dr. 


Edward Owings Guerrant. : 


After my first year in the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary I had the 
pleasure of assisting him in his work at Elm Corner and Nonesuch and Troy. 
From Mr. Len Willis he borrowed a horse, a young sorrel mare, which I was 
to ride to the various prayer meetings and preaching services, as well as in my 
pastoral visits. He assured me that “the best thing for the inside of a man was 
the outside of a horse”! I will say that the horse was pretty well broken when 
the summer was over, and so was the theologue! By the way, Dr. Guerrant 
was himself a superb horseman. Someone remarked that “he was the only 
little man he ever saw who looked well on horseback”. That was because of 
the build of his shoulders, his perfect “seat” in the saddle, and his delight in 
being there. 


I have been asked to relate some anecdotes with regard to Dr. Guerrant. 
They would fill a large volume, and would doubtless make interesting reading. 
Some of those that I have heard have been told at “my expense’. But some strange 
things did happen to me during those happy days when I was young and 
inexperienced. For example: Dr. Guerrant had five lovely daughters, and 
whenever there was a “house-party at Belvoir, I felt that I ought to be there,— 
prayer-meeting or no prayer-meeting! On one Saturday afternoon the young 
people had planned a trip to Shakertown in Mercer County. I was invited, 
and I had all sorts of visions of fried chicken and country ham and jolly times 
with the young people. I deliberately tried to “cut” the prayer-meeting at 
Troy and I rode several miles out of my way in order not to meet the doctor, 
but I miscalculated, and when I reached Belvoir his keen black eye saw me 
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first. He said: “Coleman, I'm glad to see you. I’ve been trying to send you a 
message. Ive just gotten a telegram announcing the death of Mrs. Hamilton 
in Montgomery County, and I am wanted for the funeral. Go back to Troy 
and conduct the prayer-meeting, and preach for me there tomorrow .—The young 
people may have sympathized with me, but they laughed heartily as I rode 
down the avenue on my sorrel mare. 


When I came to assist Dr. Guerrant in the summer of 1895, I had two 
sermons. One was on the doctrine of the Atonement and the other was on 
the doctrine of the Incarnation,—a sort of Christmas message. On one occasion 
I was unexpectedly called upon to preach at Troy and as I had already used my 
other sermon, I had nothing left but the sermon of the birth of Christ. I was 
a little nervous for I had already delivered this message at Elm Corner and 
Nonesuch, and I could see folks from both communities in the congregation. 
There was a large congregation present, and just as I bad gone into the pulpit, 
Dr. Clay Lilly came in and took a seat in the “amen corner” to the left of the 
pulpit. I was wonderfully relieved and I delayed the service somewhat while I 
explained to Lilly my predicament and urged him to preach for me. He refused, 
saying that he was on vacation, and would not preach for anybody—much-less— 
me. I argued the matter with him, but he only grinned, and said, “nothing 
doing’, and so I went back into the pulpit and although it was mid-summer 
I delivered my Christmas sermon. I was very familiar with that sermon, 
and having recently been a “college orator’, I “waxed eloquent” as I pictured 
our Blessed Lord as the shepherds found Him, “wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger’. 


There are two good stories about Dr. Guerrant during his seminary days: 
Dr. William Frost Bishop, his classmate in Union Seminary, once pastor of the 
Central Church, Kansas City, Missouri, says that he and other students heard a 
conversation between Dr. Guerrant and Dr. Peck of the Seminary faculty. Dr. 
Peck was acting the part of the Registrar or Dean. Dr. Guerrant asked Dr. 
Peck what he was to study and the text-books he would need. Dr. Peck 
replied by asking if he did not have a young family in Kentucky. Dr. Guerrant 
admitted that he had,—a wife and two little children. Dr. Peck then suggested 
to him that he go back to them and take care of them, and let the Lord use 
him in some other way than in the ministry. Dr. Bishop says that he and the 
other boys who heard it considered it a “sentence”, and felt sorry for this 
young man who wanted to study for the ministry. They expected nothing 
but to see him pack up and leave immediately. But he says that Dr. Guerrant 
stood there leaning in a characteristic pose, with his elbow on a railing, and 
looking earnestly at him, said “Dr. Peck, if you will please tell me about my 
studies, I will attend to my family’. Dr. Peck looked “flabbergasted” for a 
moment, and then smiled broadly. Dr. Guerrant laughed, and from that moment, 
says Dr. Bishop, the two men were close friends. Dr. Peck and the students failed 
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to realize that Dr. Guerrant had for some years been in the Confederate Army, 
and had graduated in medicine, and had practiced it for six or seven years. He 
was not a boy; he was a man, and knew his business. 


Another story is about a debate in an organization in which the faculty 
of the Seminary and the students both were active. The question of “the 
rightfulness of life insurance” was a live one. It was debated in that organization. 
Dr. R. L. Dabney, then of the faculty, was opposed to it, and spoke against it. 
Dr. Guerrant spoke in favor of it. They say he spoke with thrilling earnestness 
of what his life insurance policy had meant to him when he thought of his wife 
and babies as he was desperately ill with typhoid fever some months before 
and had feared that he was on his death-bed. Dr. Dabney was to reply; but 
Dr. Guerrant after he finished his speech, simply took his hat and left, as though 
the matter were settled—The story is that while Dr. Dabney did reply, he was 
definitely chagrined, and unable to speak with any force. 


During his pastorate at Troy and Wilmore Dr. Guerrant made frequent 
evangelistic tours, “missionary journeys’,—to the mountains. He loved to 
minister to the neglected “Highlanders”, and in 1910 “The Galax Gatherers” 
was published. “The Gospel Among the Higilanders’—In his introduction to 
this volume, Dr. W. W. Moore, President of Union Seminary, says: “As Sir 
Walter Scott by “The Lady of the Lake” and “Rob Roy” made the Highlands 
of Scotland known to the World and turned an endless stream of tourists through 
those romantic regions, so Dr. Guerrant, by these sketches, has helped to give 
to the world a true knowledge of this vastly greater and wilder Appalachian 
region, with its four millions of untutored and unchristianized people, and 
has done more than any living man to turn a saving stream of evangelists and 
teachers into remote and needy recesses. He has been in turn soldier, doctor 
and evangelist,—these three—but the greatest of these is Evangelist.” 


My friend, Dr. W. O. Shewmaker of Memphis, who succeeded me as pastor 
of Pisgah Church in Woodtord County, has given me a graphic description of 
Dr. Guerrant when he first saw him and heard him. It was sixty years ago. Dr. 
Shewmaker was a boy in his “teens”, living at Harrodsburg, Kentucky. Dr. J. J. 
Chisolm, a very conservative man, was then the pastor of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. He had arranged to have a revival meeting conducted by the 
newly appointed evangelist of the Synod, Dr. Edward O. Guerrant. “Uncle Joe” 
Harper was to lead the singing. He says: “I remember how Dr. Guerrant came 
into the church, with his quick, elastic step, his erect carriage, his swift all- 
inclusive glance. He was of rather less than medium height, but from the 
waist up exceedingly well and gracefully built; his finely molded head was 
covered with a suit of raven-black glossy hair. 


His features were rather large, but harmoniously arranged. The cheek- 
bones were a little high, the nose large but well-shaped, the lips full, the chin 
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strong. He wore a rather heavy moustache, cropped, “side-burns” and a 
“goatee. It as a makeup was very becoming to him. The features, though, 
that you saw and remembered were his eyes. They were large dark, and at 
times, quite black. They were exceedingly expressive as the lights in them would 
come and go, and they had the singular quality of giving the impression of 
seeing everywhere in the area, and of looking every person in the audience 
(however large) directly in the face. 


The pulpit had been moved back and the platform extended. This strange 
preacher could not tolerate anything between him and his audience. It was 
long before the days of Billy Sunday or Sam Jones, and Mr. Moody was just 
beginning to be a lar ge figure. The cr owds filled the church night after night, The 
preacher was not only magnetic and compelling and unique, but, lb was a 
complete innovation, he would accept no invitations, but hurried away from the 
meetings to get to his room in the “Commercial House” which was next door 
to the church. 


I cannot recall now the number of professions there were during those 
thrilling days, but it was large. There was no incorrect speech, as was some- 
times true in Mr. Moody's sermons,—nor was there any courseness, like Sam 
Jones or Billy Sunday. There were, though, both humor and pathos, produced 
with a skill that mastered the audience, and never weakened the impression of 
deep sincerity”. 

During his pastorate at Wilmore and Troy he organized “The Soul Winner 
Society’. Those who loved the souls for whom Christ died gladly contributed 
to this work of “carrying the Blessed Evangel to thousands of humble homes 
in the Alleghanies and Cumberlands”, and when the number of missionaries 
continued to multiply, more than seventy being on the roll, the name of the 
Society was changed to “The Ronee Inland Mission”, and from 1902 to 
1916, he devoted all of his time to this work. He loved the work and spent 
every ounce of his energy in prosecuting it. He was called to his Heavenly 
reward on April 26, 1916.” 


Rev. Harrison Litthe Cockerham 


Harrison Little Cockerham, son of John Franklin Cockerham and _ Polly 
Puckett, was born in Wolfe County, Kentucky, August 25, 1870 and died in 
Quicksand, Kentucky, January 26, 1948. He was educated at Central University 
at Richmond, Kentucky, and Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 


He was licensed and ordained by West Lexington Presbytery. Mr. 
Cockerham served the Scott County group of churches 1901-1904; his longest 
pastorate was the Troy Church which he served 1904-1920. Having a desire to 
serve the mountain people, he resigned the Troy Church and returned to the 
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mountains where he did a remarkable work in several fields until his death. 
His pastorate of sixteen years was the longest in the history of the Troy Church. 


On September 20, 1899, in Louisville, Kentucky, he was married to Miss: 
Emma Duesing who survives him. No children were born of this union. 


Rey. Harrison Little Cockerham Rev. William Moseley Eldridge 
Pastor of Troy Church 1896-1904 


Rev. Charles Eugene Kingsley 
Pastor of Elm Corner 1925-1926 
Pastor of Troy Church 1925-1927 


In speaking of the ministry one can say that John Jay Rice is to the 
“manner born.” His grandfather was the celebrated Nathan Lewis Rice, D.D. His 
great grandfather was the Rev. James K. Burch, who had the distinction of 
being moderator of the Synod of Kentucky, three times. 
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Réeven| oon lays Rice; |r) D:D: 
Supplied the Troy Church 1946-1950 


John Jay Rice, Jr., was born in Fulton, Missouri, March 12, 1886, the son 
of Professor John Jay Rice and his wife, Susan Hockaday. The father was a 
professor in Westminister College for over fifty years. 


John J. Jr., was graduated from Westminister College in 1906, and from 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary in 1912. 

He was licensed and ordained in May 1912 by West Lexington Presbytery. 
From 1912 to 1917 he was pastor of the Church of Nicholasville and in 1917-1919 
he was pastor in Paris. He served the United Church in Harrodsburg, 1919-1920. 
In 1921-1922 he was pastor in Jonesboro, Arkansas. From 1922 to 1933 he was 
pastor of the First Church in Danville. 


After resigning the work in Danville he was in business but supplied some 
church almost every Sunday. From 1936 to 1940 he was Stated Supply of the 
church in Lawrenceburg. 


On April 13, 1947, Dr. Rice was installed pastor of the Troy and Nonesuch 
Churches by a Commission of West Lexington Presbytery, and he rendered a 
valuable service in this important field. 


In 1924, he was moderator of the Synod of Kentucky. 


His Alma Mater, Westminister College conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity upon him in 1933. 


In 1925, he published a book entitled, 
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THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Its Origin, Organization and Influence” 


In Paris, Kentucky on July 22, 1918 he married Miss Elizabeth Brown. Dr. 
and Mrs. Rice have one daughter. 


For some years he has served as assistant pastor in the National Presbyterian 
Church in Washington, D.C. President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Mrs. 
Eisenhower are members of this church. 


Woodford Church 


The Woodford Church 


So far as is known there is no record extant of the organization of the Wood- 
ford Church. The records of Transylvania Presbytery in whose bounds the 
church was organized, are silent on this subject. The earliest mention of Wood- 
ford Church is found in the First Order Book of the Woodford County Court 
June 2, 1789. The church is called “the Meeting-House near Lewis’ Big Sinking 
Spring’. At a meeting of the county court August 4, 1789, the church is called 
“Shannon’s Meeting House”. The first mention of Woodford Church in the 
Records of Transylvania Presbytery is on October 5, 1790, at a meeting in the 
Walnut Hill Church when James Dickey is appointed to collect funds in the 
Woodford Church for the support of missionaries in the Synod of Virginia. 
Transylvania Presbytery held a meeting in the Woodford Church April 22, 1794. 


The Church was probably organized by Samuel Shannon. On October 26, 
1784, Samuel Shannon accepted a call to the congregations of Windy Cove and 
Blue Spring in Augusta County, Virginia. He remained with these two churches 
about two years. At a meeting of Presbytery September 26, 1756, these two con- 
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gregations are requesting that supply preachers be sent to them. Foote in 
“Sketches of Virginia”, states that Shannon was dismissed to Kentucky in 1787. 
At a meeting of Transylvania Presbytery in the Walnut Hill Church April 22, 
1788, Shannon is received into the Presbytery from Lexington Presbytery. At 
a meeting of Transylvania Presbytery in the Cane Run Church October 7, 1788 
Shannon is called to the Bethel and Sinking Spring Churches. After serving 
these churches for about four years he became pastor of the Woodford Church. 
Judge Caleb Wallace had been a minister in Hanover Presbytery before coming 
to Kentucky. Wallace and Shannon therefore had probably been friends in 
Virginia. It is likely that Shannon came to Kentucky through the influence of 
Wallace. Judge Wallace owned land near Woodford Church and was a con- 
stant attendant of the Woodford Church until his death in 1814. 


On March 3, 1795, Andrew Lewis, attorney in fact for his brother John Lewis 
conveyed two acres of land to William Kinkead, James Dickey and Thomas Bell, 
Trustees of the Woodford Church, and on the same day he conveyed 132 acres 
to Samuel Shannon. The Shannon land was very close to the Woodford Church. 


The first two meetings of the Woodford County Court were held in the home 
of Judge Caleb Wallace, The next six meetings of June 2, 1789, July 7, 1789, 
August 4, 1789, September 1, 1759, October 6, 1789, and November 3, 1789, 
were held in the Woodford Church. Those present and constituting the Court, 
June 2, 1789, were Thomas Marshall, John Craig, John Watkins, William Cave, 
George Blackburn, John Finney and William Trotter, Gentlemen. “Humphrey 
Marshall took the Oath of Fidelity to the Commonwealth and the Oath of an 
Attorney as the Law directs and Thereupon he is admitted to plead in this 
Gourt. 


At the meeting of the Court, July 7, 1789, the will of Peter January is ad- 
mitted to probate. This is the first recorded will in Woodford County. 


When the Court met Tuesday September 1, 1789, Peyton Short was given 
permission to build a mill on his own land on Main Elkhorn. At this same 
meeting the following order was taken, “Ordered that John Finney and George 
Blackburn, Gentlemen, be requested to confer with the Proprietors of Shannon’s 
Meeting-house to know upon what terms may be admitted to continue holding 
the Court of this County there and make report thereof to the Next Court.” 


The Court met in Woodford Church October 6, 1789, and at the meeting 
John Lewis was given permission to build a mill on his own land on Lewis’ 
Spring, near Shannon’s Meeting-house. The following report was given to the 
Court: 


“The persons appointed to confer with the Proprietors of Shannon's Meeting- 
house returned their report which is in the words following to wit: In obedience to 
an Order of the Worshipful Court of Woodford County to us directed bearing date 
the first day of September One thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine request- 
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ing us to confer with the Proprietors of Shannon's Meeting-house we have pro- 
ceeded to agree in manner and form following that is to say the Minister and 
Elders doth agree the Congregation will bring all the plank to the said house and 
will chink and daub it, if the Court will lay the floor with square Joints and one 
twenty penny nail in a plank in each Sleeper except at the ends which are to have 
two twenty penny nails and to make two doors and two windows and the Court 
may have the use of the house to sit in during the term of four years if they 
think fit. And it is ordered that the same be Confirmed and established agreeable 
to the Said report’. 


The Woodford Church stood on some of the finest land in Kentucky. It was 
incorporated into the Woodburn Farm owned by Mr. A. J. Alexander, one of the 
most famous farms in America. We do not have the names of the members of 
this church but if we had a full list we would find some of the most famous names 
in Kentucky. The church at one time had several hundred members. Woodford 
was the mother of churches. For many years the Presbyterians living in and 
near Versailles were a branch of the Woodford Church, On February 3, 1829, 
the Versailles Church was organized out of the Woodford Church. On May 26, 
1832, the Harmony Church which later became the Midway Church, was or- 
ganized out of the Woodford Church. 


Woodford Church had an interesting group of ministers as pastors and as 
stated supplies. The list follows with dates of service: 


Samuel Shannon ___- grt ok a a eee 1792-1802 
Jatiess > lythewe= ssn 15032 S04 eee ee 1812-1813 
Roberts fart ee eee 0) 3 =| 5) eee 1818 
(etaiay (Bile ke eee 1803 

JameshV\VclCh eras 1803 

Jonn Boage:@ampbcl lit aes. ae sees eee 1809-1810 
Robere Cumnine ain =e erage a eee een ee 1811 
Ts9aC gli) See oe et ee ee ee ee oe 1808 
Roberta Varsha) eee LS per ee, eer, 1814-1823 
James Louis Marshall _-__-__- ee LS24S1825 
|Koimvey Imlnvekforny See. So Eis SS ete PRE! 
ELAS mit hiceeitee suai bere oe eee ee ee 1824-1825 
Tyan ani WV Atel ge eee eee ee 1825-1826 
John 2 RObinsoneN orelanc = ee eee tS /el so 
| OUngID = bax ong aan ee ga eeasene AGRI) 
spun, Weyree Wensreilh epee ce ee 2 1831-1883 
JohngNewton’ BlaclD tint: ae see eee 1836-1838 
SamuelaDaviestotuart aoe eee 1839-1840 
Nathanaliewisehnce ssa ee mieearee ener 1841-1842 
|chn@Dabneveshanew se seer oe ferret So 
Ezekiel sHorman wes) eee nee ase 1842-1847 
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ODEs Gar anc Gall kee ae eee ee eee aes 1850-1854 


Mibliamnpicey ise DLeCKInT IC eC = amine eet aenes 1858-1859 
WatthewaVantlscirseot. s er hearer e 1862-1864 
Nlexandenetleniyag ae tects ykr ane eel same 1861-1862 


Of this group three were moderators of the General Assembly the highest 
honor that can ‘be given a Presbyterian minister. 


James Blythe was Moderator of the General Assembly in Philadelphia in 
1816. 


Nathan Lewis Rice was Moderator of the General Assembly in Nashville, 
Tennessee, in 1855. 


William Lewis Breckinridge was Moderator of the General Assembly in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1859. 


The following fourteen were Moderators of the Synod of Kentucky: 


Samuel Shannon Eli Smith 

James Blythe John D. Paxton 

Robert Stuart Nathan Lewis Rice 

James Welch Ezekiel Forman 

John Poage Campbell Robert Garland Brank 
Robert Cunningham William Lewis Breckinridge 
Robert Marshall Matthew Van Lear 


Five of the Woodford ministers were stated clerks of the Synod of Ken- 
tucky, viz: 

Robert Marshall Robert Stuart 

James Welch John Hudson 

John Poage Campbell 


It will be noted that there were several ministers supplying the church in the 
same year. The explanation of this is that the early church ministers did not 
give all their time to one church but were free to serve several churches. The 
churches would supplicate Presbytery for ministers to supply the churches. 
Presbytery would assign several ministers to supply these churches in the same 
year. 


Meetings of Presbytery In Woodford Church 


The Presbytery of Transylvania met in the Woodford Church on April 22, 
1794. It was at this meeting that Presbytery took steps to organize Kentucky 
Academy which later merged with Transylvania Seminary to form Transylvania 
University in 1798. It was at this same meeting that James Moore was dismissed 
by the Presbytery because he refused to stand an examination on experimental 
religion as one of the steps in his examination for ordination in the Presbyterian 
ministry. He organized Christ Episcopal Church in Lexington. 
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West Lexington Presbytery met in Woodford Church November 10, 1829, 
to hear a report of Commissioners to the last General Assembly and to take action 
on the installation of Rev. J. D. Paxton as pastor of Woodford Church. 


When the Presbytery met in Woodford Church September 28, 1836, the 
Presbytery passed some resolutions on slavery. 


At a called meeting of Presbytery in Woodford Church, January 24, 1839, 
Samuel Davies Stuart was ordained and installed pastor of the Woodford Church. 


Rev. James Daniel Matthews was Moderator of the Presbytery when it met 
in Woodford Church, April 8, 1843. Presbytery licensed James M. Priest, “man 
of color”, to preach. Priest went as a missionary to Liberia and became Vice- 
President of that republic. Rev. Ezekiel Forman was ordained by the Presbytery 
in Woodford Church, September 22, 1843, and installed pastor of the church, 


The last meeting of Presbytery held in Woodford Church was by West 
Lexington Presbytery, U.S.A., September 6, 1870. The Committee on Freedmen 
was authorized to organize a church for Negroes in Lexington, if the way be 
clear. 


Woodford Church United with the Versailles Church 


After an existence of about eighty-five years, Woodford Church was united 
with the Versailles Church. The following items were copied from the Minutes 
of West Lexington Presbytery, dated September 13, 1873: 


“The undersigned constituting the entire membership of Woodford Church, believing 
that the limited membership, the deficiency of material from which accessions might be 
reasonably be expected, and the proximity of the churches of Versailles and Midway 
offer insuperable difficulties in the way of the successful prosecution of the work as a 
separate organization, respectfully petition the Presbytery of West Lexington to unite 
us with the Versailles church until such time as Providence may open the way for the 
organization of a separate church. 


“In effecting this union the undersigned would request that the Presbytery provide that 
the property of Woodford Church be held by the united church and used for such 
religious services as it may provide, but that it shall in no event to sold without the 
consent of those now constituting the Woodford Church. 

F. P. Kinkead Florence Wallace 

Mary B. Kinkead Mildred Sargent” 

H. U. Whittington 


“G. H. Rout and R. Douglas were appointed a committee to draft a paper expressive 
of the action of Presbytery in answer to this petition.” 


Records West Lexington Presbytery, 1871-1881, p. 133-134, Sept. 13, 1873. 
Action of the Presbytery on Union of Woodford and Versailles Churches 


“On report of the Committee appointed, the following paper was adopted in regard to 
the petition of the Woodford Church: 
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“Presbytery having heard the petition of the Woodford Church to be united with the 
Versailles Church, it is ordered, 


I. That said petition be granted and that the churches of Woodford and Versailles 
be hereby united into one organization under the name of the Versailles Church. 


IJ. That the property of the separate churches be, so far as Presbytery has any power 
to effect its status, vested in the united Church with the single condition that the 
Woodford Church property shall not be alienated, except with the consent of the 
petitioners, but shall be kept for religious uses, under the direction of the united Church. 


III. That the Officers of the separate churches become officers of the united Church, 
so soon as the congregation of said united Church shall signify its approval of this 
action.” 


Records West Lexington Presbytery, 1871-1881, p. 136, Sept. 13, 1873 


In looking at the list of the six persons who constituted the membership of 
Woodford Church when it united with the Versailles Church in 1873, one notices 
the name of F. P. Kinkead and his wife Mary R. Kinkead. This F. P. Kinkead was 
the grandson of Captain William Kinkead who after selling his land in Virginia to 
William Alexander in 1789, came to Woodford County. This William Kinkead 
was one of the three trustees to whom John Lewis deeded the land on which 
Woodford Church stood, in 1795. So for the entire life of the Woodford Church, 
a Kinkead was connected with the church. “Frank P. was one of the most 
cultured and enterprising farmers of the bluegrass country, and was one of the 
first to embark in the Jersey cattle trade in 1856. He was the purchaser of 
General Robert Anderson's fine herd, when the latter was called to duty at 
Fort Sumter. He died at the Cave Spring home, December, 1874, since which 
time Mrs. Kinkead has resided in Versailles, travelling much, as her ample means 
permitted.” 


The Florence Wallace who was among the last six members of Woodford 
Church was a great granddaughter of Judge Caleb Wallace who was a regular 
attendant at Woodford Church until his death in 1814. Florence Wallace married 
Dr. William H. Whitsitt, the distinguished Baptist minister. The Sargents and 
Whittingtons were early settlers in Woodford County. 


The last official mention of Woodford Church, as a place of worship, is in the 
Sessional Records of Versailles Church, September 6, 1874:— 


“Sept. 6, 1874. A sessional meeting was held at Woodford Church and was constituted 
with prayer. Present, Rev. G. H. Rout, Moderator and Ruling Elders F. P. Kinkead 
and J. M. Van Meter. A. J. Alexander appeared before the Session and was examined 
on his religious experience, when having made a satisfactory profession of his faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, he was admitted to the sealing ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
he having previously been baptized. Mrs. Mary F. Alexander, wife of A. J. Alexander, 
was received by letter from the Presbyterian Church in Chillicothe, Ohio. 


Closed with Prayer, 
W. M. Dickey, Clk.” 
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Some few months before her death, Miss Dora Lucas wrote to me from 
Montpelier Station, Orange County, Virginia, November 13, 1944. In this letter 
Miss Lucas wrote, as follows: 


“It may be if I name some of the families who regularly attended services there, you 
may get a clue that would lead to more information. Mr. “Johnnie Shipp” as he was 
iwi called by the children and neighbors lived near by in what is still known as 
the Shipp home. He carved all the woodwork in the church with hand tools. It was 
beautifully done. 


“Some seventy odd years ago, the Humphreys family who lived not far from Spring 
Station, the Sargent family, then living near McKee’s Cross Roads, Mr. A. J. Alexander 
owner of “Woodburn”, Mr. Lucas Broadhead, the Gardner family who lived in what is 
called the Redding Place on the Old Frankfort Pike were all pretty regular attendants 
at “Old Woodford Church”. I do not know whether the grave stones and tablets are 
left standing in the Church Cemetery or not, as I have not visited the place for a good 
many years. While most of our family of nine were reared on Woodburn Farm, we have 
not lived there for thirty years. I think one of the tablets (I think it was Mr. John 
Garner’s) had this inscription—“Thou hast conquered me, O Death, I by thy dart am 
slain, but Christ shall conquer thee, and I shall rise again’. 


“Of course you already know that well beloved and most erudite minister, Dr. Gelon 
H. Rout pastor of the Versailles Church at the time conducted the services there. 
Mrs. Mary (or rather Mrs. Frank Kinkead) Miss Sallie Fullerton and sometimes Mrs. 
A. J. Alexander taught Sunday School there. 


“Mrs. Alexander told a joke on Dr. A. J. A. Alexander. When he was quite a child and 
went to Versailles with the family to hear Dr. Rout—he asked her one Sunday morning 
if he could take along a dictionary to look up the “big” words Dr. Rout used.” 


It is not known how long services were held in the Woodford Church. We 
know that on June 10, 1893, the Church in Versailles transferred to Mr. A. J 
Alexander the Woodford Church property. So for just about one hundred years 
the Woodford Church served the Presbyterian Church constituency in that 
locality and then ceased to function. 


In an interview which John D. Shane had with Jesse Graddy, one of the 
pioneers of Woodford County, Graddy said that the first church was a log church. 
We can easily believe this, as in 1789 when the County Court was preparing to 
continue its meetings in Woodford Church, the building is described as a 
wooden building. We do not know when the brick building, which was torn 
down some years ago, was erected. Miss Dora Lucas says that Mr. John Shipp 
did all the carving in the church with hand tools. This would indicate that the 
brick church must have been constructed probably between 1840 and 1860. Mr. 
James Alexander has a Bible which was presented to Woodford Church in 1862. 
It might have been that the Bible was presented when the building was new. 
In the absence of facts we are left to conjecture. Even if we do not know when 
the ‘buildings were erected we know that the land on which the several buildings 
stood has been the same in the entire history of the church. 
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As one visits the site of the Woodford Church his heart almost fails him. 
The edifice has been torn down. A few bricks and timbers are the sad _ re- 
minders of a house which was dedicated to God and in which souls found their 
acceptance with God. 


Here lovers plighted their troth and were united in wedded love. Into this 
house were borne the bodies of those who when alive worshipped in this His 
earthly temple. 


The voices of the greatest of Kentucky's long roll of distinguished Presby- 
terian preachers had been heard pleading with men to be reconciled to God. 


Nearby, where stood the church, is the desecrated God's Acre. People whose 
names will ever be memorable in Kentucky’s proud fame were buried here. 
Connubial, filial and fraternal relations in their devotion made sacrifices to mark 
with decent respect the graves of their loved ones. These stones have been left 
as the prey to the tramping of cattle and horses. Scarcely one stone stands 
erect. What a sacrilege and what a desolation! 


Deed to Woodford Church March 3, 1795 


“This Indenture made the third day of March in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five between Andrew Lewis of the County 
of Bath and State of Virginia, Attorney-in-Fact for his brother, John Lewis 
of the said county and State of the one part, and William Kincaid, James Dickey, 
and Thomas Bell of the County of Woodford and State of Kentucky of the other 
part. 


Witnesseth That the said Andrew Lewis for and in consideration of the sum 
of six shillings to him and hand paid the receint of which is hereby acknowledged, 
hath given granted, bargained and sold and by these presents doth give, grant, 
bargain and sell unto the said William Kincaid, James Dickey and Thomas Bell 
and their heirs in trust for the benefit of the Presbyterian congregation called 
and known by the name of the Woodford congregation to use and dispose of 
as Ruling Elders of the said Congregation or a majority of them shall from time 
to time direct and appoint all that tract or parcel of land on which the Meeting 
House of the said Congregation and the fence which enclose it now stands in 
the County and State last above mentioned containing two acres, and is bounded 
as follows to wit. 


Beginning at a Buckeye and Hiccory near the northeasterly corner to the said fence, 
thence north 71 west 20 poles to a stake, thence south 19 west 16 poles to a stake, 
thence south 71 east 20 poles to a stake, thence north 19 east 16 poles to the beginning, 
together with all and singular the privileges and appurtenances as thereunto belonging, 
or in any wise appertaining.” 


In the first order book of Woodford County at a meeting held at “the 
Meeting house near Lewis’ big sinking spring on Tuesday the second day of 
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June in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and eighty-nine” is 
the third meeting of Woodford County Court. The two previous meetings were 
held in the home of Caleb Wallace. 


On October 6, 1789 I find this “On motion of John Lewis for leave to build 
a mill on his own land on Lewis Spring near Shannon’s Meeting house’, 


From all of the above data would you not locate the graveyard on Mrs. A. B. 
Gays farm as being the same plot of ground? 


Samuel Shannon was a friend of Caleb Wallace in Virginia. In 1788 Shannon 
became pastor of Bethel Church in Fayette County and in 1792 he became 
pastor of Woodford. Shannon must have organized this church and later re- 
turned to become pastor. 


Deed of Trustees of the Woodford Presbyterian Church to A. J. Alexander 


“Whereas, John Lewis by deed bearing date the 3rd day of March 1794, 
and now of record in the office of the Clerk of Woodford County Court in 
Deed Book “B” at page 407 conveyed the tract of land hereinafter described to 
Wm. Kinkead and others in trust for the Presbyterian congregation called the 
Woodford congregation and whereas on the 13th day of September 1873 F. P. 
Kinkead, Mary R. Kinkead, Florence Wallace, H. W. Whittington, Mildred 
Sargeant, Mary A. Sargeant, who then constituted the entire membership of said 
Woodford congregation or church petitioned the Presbytery of West Lexington, 
Kentucky to unite them with the Presbyterian Church of Versailles, and also 
to provide that the property of the Woodford Church be held by the United 
Church and used for religious purposes and to be sold on the event of the above 
named parties consenting thereto. And, whereas, the said Presbytery granted 
said petition by an order duly entered on said 13th day of September 1873 and 
said Woodford Church and Versailles Church were thereby united into one 
organization under the name of the Versailles Church and the property of the 
separate churches so far as said Presbytery had any power to effect its status 
vested in said church. And whereas F. P. Kinkead, H. W. Whittington, Mildred 
Sargeant, and Mary A. Sargeant have since said petition was made to said 
Presbytery departed this life and the said Florence Wallace has served her con- 
nection with the Presbyterian Church and became a member of the Baptist 
church leaving said Mary R. Kinkead the sole survivor of said petitioners now 
connected with the said Presbyterian Church. 


And, whereas, at a meeting of the congregation of the said Versailles Church 
held at the Presbyterian Church in Versailles on the 18th day of April 1893, 
the Elders and Trustees of said church were ordered and directed to convey the 
said lot to A. J. Alexander in consideration of the sum of Five Hundred Dollars 
to be paid by him to the Versailles Church now in consideration of the premises 
and of Five Hundred Dollars in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby ac- 
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knowledged the undersigned D. B. Price, E. N. Berrymen, Chas. H. Talbott, and 
W. H. Graves, Ruling Elders of said church and as Trustees thereof and Mary 
R. Kinkead (who unites herein for the purpose of giving consent to the sale and 
conveyance) have granted, bargained and sold and do hereby sell and convey 
unto the said A, J. Alexander all the right, title and interest of said Versailles 
Church and of the undersigned as Elders and Trustees of said Church in and 
to that tract or parcel of land lying and being in the County of Woodford, State 
of Kentucky, now surrounded by the lands of said A. J. Alexander and the ancient 
boundaries as given in the aforesaid deed are as follows, to-wit: 


Beginning at a Buckeye and Hicory near the north-eastwardly corner of a fence; thence 
N 71 W 20 poles to a stake; thence S 19 W 16 poles to a stake; thence S 71 E 20 poles 
to a stake; thence N 19 E 16 poles to the Beginning containing two acres and being the 
lot on which the old Woodford Church is now standing. 


To Have and To Hold all the right, title and interest of the undersigned and 
of said Versailles Church in and to the aforesaid lot with the buildings and 
appertenances thereunto belonging unto the said A. J. Alexander, his heirs, and 
assigns, forever, but on the express condition and agreement which by the 
acceptance of the deed the said Alexander makes that he will furnish the same 
protection to the graves on the said lot as has heretofore been furnished to them. 


In Testimony Whereof the grantors hereto sign their names this 10th day of 
June, 1893. 


Mary R. Kinkead E. N. Berryman, Elder and Trustee 
D. B. Price, Elder and Trustee Gate lalbottelider: 
W. H. Graves, Elder and Trustee 


“State of Kentucky 
Woodford County, Sct., 


I, R. H. Gray, Clerk of the Woodford County Court, do certify that the 
foregoing Deed from the Elders and Trustees of the Presbyterian Church at 
Versailles, Kentucky to A. J. Alexander was on the 17th day of June 1893 pro- 
duced to me in my office and acknowledged by E. N. Berryman and D. B. Price, 
Elders and Trustees of said church to be their act and deed and said deed was 
again produced to me in my office on the 19th day of June, 1893, and acknowl- 
edged by Chas. H. Talbott, an Elder of said Church to be his act and deed and 
said deed was again produced to me in my office on the 20th day of June 1893, and 
acknowledged ‘by W. H. Graves, an Elder and Trustee of said Church to be his 
act and deed, all of which is hereby certified for record. 


Given under my hand this 20th day of June, 1893. 


R. H. Gray, Clerk 
By: F. M. George, D.C.” 
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“State of Kentucky 
Woodford County, Sct., 


I, R. H. Gray, Clerk of the Woodford County Court, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing Deed to A. J. Alexander was on the 10th day of June, 1893 pro- 
duced to me in said county and acknowledged by Mary R. Kinkead, party thereto, 
to be her act and deed. Whereupon, the same in this day lodged for record and 
together with this and the foregoing certificate duly recorded in my office. 


Given under my hand the 28th day of July, 1893. 
Ree Cray Ga eC 


Deed Book 11, Pages 213-215 Woodford County Court. 


Rev. Robert Stuart, D.D. 
Supplied Woodford Church 1803-1804, 1813 
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Grave of John Lyle in Paris cemetery 


John Lyle supplied Woodford Church 1803 
MR. LYLE IS BURIED IN THE CEMETERY IN PARIS, KENTUCKY 


Rev. John Lyle 


Rev. John Lyle was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, October 20, 1769 
and died in Paris, Kentucky, July 22, 1825. He was licensed to preach in 1795 
and was ordained February 19, 1800 by West Lexington Presbytery. He was the 
first minister ordained by West Lexington Presbytery. He became pastor ot 
Salem Church in Clark County in 1800 and served this church for several years. 
In 1809 he moved to Paris and opened a female school. This was the first school 
exclusively for girls in the West and one of the earliest in America, 


He bore a prominent part in all the trying scenes through which the Pres- 
byterian Church was called to pass. He was a faithful minister of Christ and 
especially gifted in evangelistic work. 
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Rev. John Poage Campbell, D.D. 
Supplied Woodford Church 1809-1810 
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Grave of Robert M. Cunningham 
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


Supplied Woodford Church in 1811 
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Grave of Rev. Robert Marshall 
in the cemetery of Bethel Church, Fayette County. 


Supplied the Woodford Church 1814-1823 


Inscription on the Tomb. 
Memento Mori. 


Beneath this monument, 
erected 
by filial affection, 
reposes all that was mortal of the 
Rev. Robert Marshall 
pastor of Bethel Church, 
who died June 16th, 1832, 
in the 72d year of his age, 
and the 42d of his 


ministry. 


If in my life I tried in vain to save, 


Hear at last, O hear me from the grave. 


Rev. Robert Marshall 


Rev. Robert Marshall was born in County Down, Ireland, November 27, 
1760, and died in Fayette County, Kentucky June 16, 1832. Between the year 
1760 and 1832 he lived a very interesting life. 


In the twelfth year of his age he came with his widowed mother to 
America and settled in Pennsylvania. He served in the Revolutionary War being 
in the ‘battle of Monmouth and Brandywine and others. 


He received his classical education at Liberty Hall in Virginia under William 
Graham and his theological preparation under Rev. John McMillan in Pennsyl- 
vania. He was licensed April 23, 1790, at Three Ridges (West Alexander, 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, by Redstone Presbytery). He was sent on a 
missionary tour with Cary Allen to Kentucky in 1791. Bethel Church in Fayette 
County, Kentucky, claimed his services. He was ordained and installed pastor of 
Bethel Church, June 13, 1793, by Transylvania Presbytery. 


He was an active pastor and labored incessantly for the cause of Presby- 
terianism in Kentucky. He took an active part in the Great Revival. He was 
carried away from his Presbyterian teachings and was with Barton Stone and 
others taken into the New Light Schism. After seven or eight years absence from 
his Presbyterian brethren he returned in 1811 to the fold of the Presbyterian 
church and was reinstated in his old charge, Bethel. Here he served faithfully 
until his death. 


Mr. Marshall was married two times (1) Jenny Vance, August 2, 1792, who 
died February 21, 1798, leaving two sons, Rev. James Marshall and Rev. Samuel 
Vance Marshall. 


(2) Betsy Glass, December 20, 1798, who died November 12, 1848, in the 
seventy-eight year of her age. Her children were Joseph Glass Marshall, Betsy 
Glass Marshall, Robert Marshall, Sarah B. Marshall and Glass Marshall. 


Meeting of Transylvania Presbytery in Woodford County in April, 1794 


At this meeting steps were taken to found Kentucky Academy which 
united with Transylvania Seminary to form Transylvania University in 1798. 


At this same meeting James Moore’s examination was not satisfactory and he 
was dismissed. He afterwards became the founder of Christ Episcopal Church 
in Lexington. 


The minutes of the Presbytery follow. 


Rev. John R. Moreland 
Supplied Woodford Church 1826-1829 


Rev. Samuel Davies Stuart Rev. Nathan Lewis Rice, D.D. 
Pastor Woodford Church 1838-1840 Supplied Woodford Church 1841-1843 


[204] 


SLATED SPRING SESSION 
“Woodford Church, April 22d, 1794. 


Phy. met according to adjournment & was opened with a sermon on Isaiah 
60, 1, by the Rev. David Rice. 


ROLL—U. pps Messrs David Rice, Robert Finley, James Crawford, Samuel 
Shannon, Terah Templin, James Kemper, Robert Marshall, James Blythe, minis- 
ters. Claybone Rice, Moses Mitchell, Bryant Ferguson, John Kincaid, John 
Caldwell, Thomas Dinwoody, Jacob Reader, James Stevenson, Samuel Price & 
Malcolm Worldly, elders. Absent, the Rev. Thomas Craighead & James Mc- 
Connel. 


Mr. Crawford is chosen Modr & Mr. Marshall Clk. 
(isby We eas 


PETITIONS—A supplication from Salem. A verbal supplication from Mount 
Pleasant. A verbal supplication from Benson. A verbal supplication from Pleas- 
ant Point, & requesting leave to erect a house for public worship. Leave to erect 
said house is granted. A verbal supplication from Simpson’s Creek. A verbal 
supplication from Washington & Johnston's Fork for supplies & the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s supper at Washington. A verbal supplication from Little 
Mountain & Flat Creek. A verbal supplication from Sinking Spring & Stoner 
Mouth for supplies & the administration of the Lord’s supper at Stoner Mouth. 


CALL D. RICE—A call for the Rev. David Rice from the united congrega- 
tions of Cane Run & the Forks, which was read & ordered to lie on the table 
till tomorrow. 


SCHOOLS—Proposals being brought forward by Mr. James Crawford 
to set foot grammar schools & public seminary for the education of youth Pby. 
agree to take the same under consideration. 


COM. SCHOOL—Ordered that Messrs Crawford, Blythe, Marshall & Cald- 
well be a committee to prepare & bring forward said proposals for further 
investigation against next Thursday morning, which shall be appropriated to 
said business & no other till it is finished. 


Pby. adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. Concluded with 
prayer. 


oa aes 110 
April 23d, 1794. 


Pby. met according to adjournment, et p p s q s except Mr. Templin. 


Col. Robert Patterson, an elder from Lexington congregation, which (it 
appears) has a right to a representative in Pby., takes his seat. 
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Rev. Ezekiel Forman, D.D. 


Supplied Woodford & Harmony Churches 1844-1847 
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APPEAL ASH RIDGE—There being an appeal from the judgment of Ash 
Ridge session by Isaac Barr in a matter where he is accused of immoral conduct, 
Pby. are of opinion that it be referred back to said session, & that Mr. Blythe, Mr. 
Marshall, William Scott, Robert Patterson, Samuel Bryce, Thomas Dinwoody & 
Bryant Ferguson assist the session in said matter. 


A supplication from New Providence congregation for supplies & the 
administration of the supper. 


Ordered that the minutes of the last stated session be read. 


EXCUSES—Mr. Marshall’s reasons for absence are sustained. Mr. Kemper 's 
reasons of absence are sustained. 


J. MOORE—Mr. Howe's trial discourse deferred. Mr. Moore not being 
present according to appointment, wrote to pby. to know whether he should 
attend. Resolved that Mr. Moore be requested by this pby. to attend as soon 
as possible that they may proceed to his remaining parts of trial, & that the clerk 
transmit to Mr. Moore a copy of this resolution. 


S. FINLEY—Mr. Finley read his discourse which was sustained as part of 
trial, & he is appointed a presbyterial exercise on Rom. 8, 2, & a lecture on 
Psalm 110, to be read at the next session. 


(39) V. 1, P. 110 


The call for Mr. Rice was received & presented to him, which he accepts. 


On motion ordered that Co. Robert Patterson be added to the committee 
appointed last evening. 


Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o clock. Concluded with prayer. 


April 24, 1794. 
Pby. met according to adjournment, et p p s q s. 


The committee report progress, which is as follows: 


SCHOOL COM. REPORT—Whereas human literature is confessed by every 
judicious & wise observer as a matter of this life of great consequence & the 
more encouragement it meets with, & the more its influence prevails the farther 
are mankind removed from the brutal creation & the nearer the approach to 
superior spirits in knowledge. The Pby. of Transylvania, therefore, taking into 
consideration this important matter, & wishing to promote learning, came to 
the following resolutions. 


Urey bP. 113 
Resolved that Pby. appoint one grammar school within their ‘bounds, & that 


David Rice, James Crawford, James Blythe, Robert Patterson & John Caldwell, 
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Rev. Robert Garland Brank, D.D. 
Pastor Woodford Church 1850-1854 
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or any three of them be commissioners to fix on a suitable seat for the same & 
that it be earnestly recommended by the pby. to those under their care that 
they encourage learning as much as possible by sending their children to said 
school or by promoting others elsewhere. 2. That the Grammar School be under 
the particular care of a minister, a member of the pby. of Transylvania, & shall 
be visited by them / or their committee, at least once in every year, & that the 
most effectual measures be taken & means used to fill said school with students, 
such as from genius & disposition may promise usefulness in life, & to promote 
industry & application in study, moral virtue & practical religion. 3. That 
serious youth shall be sought for of promising abilities, & put to school to obtain 
a liberal education, & if they or their parents are not able to defray the expenses 
of the same they shall be supported by collections, & that provision for this 
purpose may be made it is earnestly recommended by this pby. to all the people 
under their care, that is to say, at least all heads of families, to contribute an- 
nually to this laudable & charitable design for four, two shillings & three pence; 
& record shall be made of the names of all persons who contribute in every 
congregation, with the sums respectively thereto annexed. 4. That proper 
persons shall be appointed in each congregation, in thé manner following, viz: 
in Walnut Hill, Mr. William Dunlap; Jessamine, Mr. James Johnson; Clear Gréele 
Mr. Win Scott; Pisgah, Mr. Moses McIlvaine; Woodford, Capt. William Kincaid; 
Bethel, Mr. [howatthneva Robinson; McConnel’s Run, Mr. Thomas Dinwoody; 
Georgetown, Mr. John Hawkins; Cherry Run, Maj. William Henry; Ash Ridge, 
Capt. William Campbell; Lexington, Mr. Robert McGowan; Salem, Mr. James 
Fishback; Green Creek, Mr. James Crockett; Point Pleasant, Mr. James Gay; 
Sinking Spring, Mr. William Henry; Stoner Mouth, Mr. Wm. McCune, Gray's 
Run, Mr. Joseph Caldwell; Cane Ridge, Col. John Purviance; Concord, Mr. 
Moses Mitchell; Little Mountain, Capt. Andrew Kincaid; Johnson's Ford, Mr. 
Hugh Fulton; Washington, Col. William Ward; Where Robert Finley preaches, 
Mr. Mackin; Silver Creek, Col. Miller; Paint Lick, Major Joseph Kennedy; 
Lincoln, James Logan, Esq., Forks of Dick's river, Mr. James Thomson, sur- 
veyor; Danville, Mr. Robert Caldwell; Cane Run, Capt. John Haggin; New 
Providence, Mr. George McAfee; Arnold, Mr. Robert Armstrong; Brashear's 
Creek, Mr. Van Cleave; Beargrass, Capt. Edwards; Pennsylvania Run, Mr. Wm. 
Cummins; Simpson’s Creek, Mr. James Allen; Beardstown, Mr. John McGee; 
Poplar Neck, Mr. Joseph Reid; Harden’s Creek, Mr. William Rice; Harbison‘s, 
Mr. Thomas Crawford; Glens Creek, Mr. James Stewart; Woodford County Court 
House, Mr. George Francisco; Cartwright’s Creek, Mr. David Caldwell; Spring- 
field, Mr. Trimble; Cincinnati, Mr. Moses Miller; Columbia, Mr. Samuel Sarran; 
Cumberland, Mr. Thomas Donald & Major McClain. And the said collectors 
shall pay the monies which they may receive into the hands of James Crawtord, 
Stated Clerk of presbytery, who shall dispose of the same for the purposes herein 
mentioned, as the Presbytery shall from time to time direct; & also a copy of the 
names of the contributors with several sums respectively thereto annexed shall 
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— 


Lo 


W. L. Breckinridge 
Supplied Midway and Woodford 
Church 1858-1859 


Rev. Matthew Van Lear, D.D. 
Pastor of Woodford Church 1862-1864 


be transmitted to said clerk to be filed & preserved by him. 5. That Pby. shall 
from, time to time, as may be found necessary, appoint a person or persons, 
properly qualified, to teach the youth in said school; & in case of the death or 
resignation of said teacher, or teachers, in recess of the pby. the minister who 
superintends said school may fill such vacancy, or vacancies, with another fit 
person or persons, who shall continue till the end of the next session of pby. 
6. As soon as may be thought convenient a place, which is judged / the most 
proper, shall be fixed upon as a permanent seat for a public seminary. 


(41) V. 1, P. 116 


7. Subscriptions for erecting public buildings, procuring a library, & for such 
other purposes as may be thought conducive to the interests of said seminary, 
shall be immediately set on foot, and that more effectual provision may be made 
for defraying the expenses of this institution one or more ministers shall be 
sent, commissioned by pby. to solicit donations in the Atlantic States. 8. A 
library with such philosophical apparatus as may be judged necessary shall be 
procured as soon as sufficient collections are made for that purpose. 9. When 
the public seminary is erected & opened it shall be under the care of a minister 
of the gospel, who shall be president of the same, of the most approved abilities 
in literature & acquaintance with mankind that may be obtained, & zealously 
engaged to promote the interest or real & practical religion. 10. The number 
of trustees of said seminary shall not exceed twenty one, of which the ministers 
of the Pby. of Transylvania, (or if divided into two or more presbyteries, the 
ministers composing them) shall always make one half. 11. Two thirds of the 
whole number of trustees in service shall constitute a board to do business, & 
the voice of a majority of the whole number present shall decide on any question, 
motion, resolution or appointment, except in the appropriation of the funds, 
forming the constitution, fixing & establishing the permanent seat of the Semi- 
nary, electing the president & other officers & fixing their salaries, in all which 
cases the same number of trustees shall concur as is required to constitute a 
board, & where such concurrence is wanting the decision of the board shall be 
of no avail. 12. No endeavor shall be used by the president or other teachers 
to influence the mind of any student to change his religious tenets or embrace 
those of a different denomination any further than is consistent with the general 
belief of the gospel system & the practice of vital piety. 13. The same persons 
who are appointed in the several congregations as collectors or receivers ot 
donations for serious youth shall be collectors of the money subscribed for the 
use of the public seminary & shall pay the same into the hands of the stated 
clerk of presbytery. Lands, money or property that may be subscribed for & 
given for the use of the public seminary shall be under the direction of the Pby. 
until trustees be regularly appointed. 14. No donation given or received for 
the use of the public seminary shall be appropriated to the use of any Grammar 
School whatever. 
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The above resolutions & plan of education, being maturely considered, was 
agreed to by Pby. 

Mr. Finley, Mr. Ferguson & Mr. Bryce absent with leave. 

Mr. Moore read his discourse & it is sustained as a farther part of trial. 


On motion agreed that the committee sit till they finish the business for 
which they were appointed. 


Adjourned to meet at Mr. Shannon’s tomorrow morning at 8 oclock. Con- 
cluded with prayer. 


April 25th, 1794, Samuel Shannon’s. 
Pby. met according to adjournment, u p p s q s. 
RAEN CAE Vee VAG 


On motion agreed that on the third Wednesday in May the members of 
Pby. & others meet at Clear Creek church, to inquire into the general causes of 
the prevailing declension of religion, & what may be the best methods of re- 
moving those causes, & to implore the divine aid in this important case. 


REPORT ON SUBSCRIBING—On motion ordered that the committee re- 
port. 


The committee report that they have formed the preamble of a subscription 
to raise funds for the public seminary, which, after the blanks were filled up, 
is as follows: 


We, the subscribers, for the purpose of promoting learning & useful knowl- 
edge, do subscribe the following sums annexed to our names for the use of a 
afaislte seminary as agreed on by the Pby. of Transylvania, one third of which 
shall be paid in cash, & other two thirds in the following specific articles, viz: 
live cattle, pork, flour & hemp; the cash to be paid on or before the first day of 
November next to collectors appointed for that purpose, & the property shall 
be payable on demand at any time after the first day of Decem. next, to be 
delivered at some convenient place & to some proper persons who shall be ap- 
pointed in each county respectively, for the due & faithful performance of the 
above, we, the subscribers, (each for himself,) do bind ourselves, our heirs, 
executors & administrators, (unto Col. John Caldwell, Col. Robert Patterson, 
Col. James Smith, Col. Joseph Crockett, & Mr. James Thompson, surveyor, in 
trust for said seminary until trustees are appointed thereto,) in the penal sum 
of one hundred pounds each, as witness our hands & seals this ~---~- day of 
May, one thousand seven hundred & ninety four. . 


The committee further report that they have prepared an address to the 
people at large on the subject of education, which, being read, it was ordered 
that Mr. Rice revise & bring it forward before the Pby. to rise. 
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J. MOORE EXAM.—Mr. Moore was introduced & examined in part on 
divinity & the remainder deferred till tomorrow. Adjourned to meet tomorrow 
evening at 8 oclock. Concluded with prayer. 


April 26th, 1794. 
Pby. met according to adjournment, U. p p s Gus: 


On motion ordered that Mr. Mcore be introduced in order to proceed in 
his examination. Mr. Moore was therefore introduced & (according to the 
unanimous voice of pby. taken for that purpose,) it was inquired of him whether 
he was willing to be examined on his experimental religion, that a majority of 
the members of Pby., who were not before present at his examination, might 
be satisfied with the same; which he repeatedly refused to do. It is therefore 
the unanimous voice of the Pby. that he be dismissed. 


MOORE'S DISCOURSE—On motion ordered that Clayborne Rice be ap- 
pointed to copy a discourse written by Mr. Moore on Luke 13, 5, read at an 
intermediate meeting in Novem. last, which was not sustained & therefore re- 
tained in the hands of Pby., & that Mr. David Rice compare the copy with the 
original to the stated Clerk of Pby. who is at liberty to deliver it to Mr. Moore if 
he require it. 


(42) V. 1, P. 120 


DESOLUTION OF EXAM.—On motion Resolved that if any member, or 
members, of Pby. are not sufficiently satisfied with the experimental religion of 
any candidate, or candidates, (under their care, upon sufficient reason being 
assigned) Pby. may, from time to time, examine said candidate, or candidates, 
until they are fully satisfied, notwithstanding he, / or they, may have been 
examined before their examination sustained & entered upon the minutes. 


(48) V. 1, P. 128 
Mr. Howe read his discourse & it is not sustained as part of trial. 
Mr. Robinson read his discourse & it is sustained as part Ofatrials 


Adjourned to meet on Next Monday at 8 o'clock in the morning. Concluded 
with prayer. 


April 28th, 1794. 
Pby. met according to adjournment, u. p. p. s. q. S. 


Mr. Bevel read his discourse & it is sustained as part of trial. 


Mr. Cameron read his discourse & it is sustained. 


Pby. proceed to read the minutes of the last stated session. 


Messrs. Rice & Crawford reported that they sent forward the petition to 
the Governor but received no answer. 


EXCUSES—Mr. Crawford and Mr. Blythe fulfilled their appointments. 
Mr. Shannon’s reason for not fulfilling his appointments are sustained. Mr. 
Marshall fulfilled his appointments in part & his reasons for not fulfilling the 
rest are sustained. 


Ordered that the minutes of the intermediate Phy. be read. 


Messrs. Crawford’s, Shannon’s, Tamplin’s, Kemper’s & Blythe’s reasons for 
absence sustained. Mr. Marshall’s reasons for not installing Mr. Finley sus- 
tained. 


Mr. Robinson is appointed a presbyterial exercise on John 1, 17, to be read 
at the next stated meeting. 


Mr. Finley is appointed to supply one sabbath at Flat Creek & one at Little 
Mountain. 


Mr. Howe is appointed a presbyterial exercise on 2 Cor. 3, 18, to be read 
at the next stated meeting. 


L. TODD ON COM.—On motion resolved that Co. Levi Todd, (in case he 
will serve,) be a commissioner in place of Col. Patterson, to fix on the seat of the 
Grammar School. 


Ordered that Mr. Shannon, Mr. Blythe & Mr. Marshall be a committee to 
examine Mr. Bevel on the Latin & Greek. 


Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at 8 o clock. Concluded with prayer. 


April 29th, 1794. 
Pby. met according to adjournment, u. p. p. s. q. S. 


The committee report that they examined Mr. Bevel & Mr. Cameron on the 
languages & are satisfied. 


W. HICKLING CAND.—Mr. William Hickling having offered himself as 
a candidate for the gospel ministry, & having received sufficient testimonials 
of his moral & religious character, of his being in the communion of the church 
& of his having gone through the usual course of education, (Pby.) agree to 
take him under their care as a candidate for the gospel ministry; & having ex- 
amined him on his repentance toward God & the motives that influence him to 
seek the office of the holy ministry, are satisfied with the said examination. 
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Mr. Hickling having read a discourse on 2 Cor. 4, 6, as a specimen of his 
abilities it is sustained as part of trial, & he is appointed a sermon on Rom. 5, 1, 
to be read at the next stated meeting. 


A. STEELE CAND.—Mr. Andrew Steele having offered as a candidate for 
the gospel ministry & Pby. having obtained sufficient testimonials in favor of his 
moral & religious character, of his being / in the communion of the church, & 
having examined him on his repentance toward God & faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ & the motives that influence him to seek the office of the holy ministry; 
are satisfied with said examination & take him under their care as a candidate 
for the gospel ministry; & appoint him a sermon on Genesis 3, 6, to be read at 
the next stated Pby. 


APPOINTMENTS-—Mtr. Bevel is appointed a popular lecture on John 1, 1-5 
& a sermon on Matthew 9.18, latter clause, to be delivered at the next stated 
session. Mr. Cameron is appointed a sermon on Ephesians 2, 10 to be read at 
the next stated session. 


(44) V. 1, P. 126 


TEACHER—Mr. Steele is appointed to teach the Grammar School under 
the care of Phy. 


TUITION—Tuition money at said school shall be four pounds per scholar 
per annum, payable at the end of every half year if required. 


ADDRESS—Mr. Rice brought forward the address as revised which was 
read & approved. 


PRINTING—Mr. Crawford & Mr. Blythe are appointed to superintend the 
printing of the address & the proposals for a Grammar School & public seminary. 


SUPPLIES—Mr. Crawford is appointed to supply one sabbath at Salem and 
another at Green Creek. Mr. Marshall is appointed to supply one sabbath at 
Lexington & to assist Mr. Kemper in the administration of the sacrament at 
Cincinnati. Mr. Rice & Mr. Shannon are appointed to administer the sacrament 
at Washington & Mr. Rice & Mr. Blythe to administer it at New Providence. 
Mr. Shannon is appointed to supply one sabbath at Benson, & Mr. Templin one 
at Beargrass & one at Pennsylvania Run. 


Pby. adjourned to meet at Paint Lick church the first Tuesday in Octer. 
Concluded with prayer. 


James Crawford, Clk. 
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Graveyard on the Judge Caleb Wallace farm in Woodford County 
Graves from left to right are: 


1) Judge Caleb Wallace 
(2) Mrs. Eliza Paulding, sister of Caleb Wallace 

) Mrs. Rosa Christian Wallace, Caleb’s second wife and mother of his 
children. 


This picture was taken prior to the removal, in 1920, of the bodies and stones 
to the Versailles Cemetery. 


This picture was taken in 1904. 
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Caleb Wallace 


One of the most distinguished men ever to live in Woodford County was 
Judge Caleb Wallace who was born in Charlotte County, Virginia in 1742 and 
died in Woodford County in 1814. 


He graduated from Princeton in 1770 under the distinguished president 
Rev. John Witherspoon, the only minister to sign the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. He was ordained to the Presbyterian ministry October 1774 at Cub 
Creek Church. Rev. David Rice, father of Kentucky Presbyterianism presided. 
He served in the ministry until 1783 when he came to Kentucky and entered 
upon the practice of the law. He was a member of the several early Constitu- 
tional Conventions in Kentucky. Three of the earliest meetings of the Woodford 
County Court were held in his office on his farm, commonly known later as the 
Withrow farm. The first three judges of the Court of Appeals were Harry Innes, 
Benjamin Sebastin and Caleb Wallace who were appointed in 1792. Wallace 
served continuously until 1813 when he resigned. Previously Judge Wallace 
had served for nine years on the bench of the Superior Court of the District of 
Kentucky, making a continuous service on the bench of thirty years, one of the 
longest in Kentucky history. 


Judge Wallace helped to found three famous colleges, Hampden-Sydney, 
Washington & Lee and Transylvania. 


Judge Wallace was a regular attendant at the Woodford Church. All of the 
members of his family and the slaves made quite a caravan each Sunday as 
they journeyed from his home to the church. 


Caleb Wallace deserves a debt of gratitude from all lovers of religious 
freedom. The Presbyterians and Baptists had suffered greatly because of the 
Established Church in Virginia. Their ministers were thrown into prison be- 
cause they did not conform to the practices of the Establishment. 


The first General Assembly at the Capitol in Williamsburg, under its new 
constitution, convened October 7, 1776, and early in its session entered upon 
the subject of religious freedom. 


Caleb Wallace attended this meeting of the General Assembly and brought 
with him a Memorial, which he had written, from the Presbytery of Hanover. 
Here, he saw his friend James Madison who had been a fellow student at Prince- 
ton. Through Madison, he became acquainted with Thomas Jefferson and 
other influential members of the Assembly. He remained in Williamsburg two 
months winning support for the Memorial. Jefferson and others became sym- 
pathetic. Various resolutions were offered, to lessen the intolerance of the 
Establishment. Years were to pass, however, before the religious tyranny was to 
cease. Finally, on December 17, 1785, an engrossed bill written by Thomas 


Alte 


Jefferson, entitled “An Act For The Establishment Of Religious Freedom” 
passed the house. So, at long last, the efforts of the Baptists and Presbyterians 


bore 


fruit. The vote was 67 yeas and 20 naes. Several were from Kentucky 


County who voted yea. Two were to be future governors of Kentucky, James 
Garrard and Christopher Greenup. Benjamin Logan was present and voted yea. 


One or two excerpts from the Memorial written by Wallace which must 


have 
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influenced Jefferson are given: 


“In this enlightened age, and in a land where all of every denomination are united in 
the most strenuous efforts to be free, we hope and expect that our representatives will 
cheerfully concur in removing every species of religious as well as civil bondage. Certain 
it is that every argument for civil liberty gains additional strength when applied to 
liberty in the concerns of religion, and there is no argument in favor of establishing 
the Christian religion but what may be pleaded with equal propriety for establishing 
the tenets of Mahommed by those who believe the Al Koran; or, if this be not true, 
it is at least impossible for the magistrate to adjudge the right of preference among 
the various sects that profess the Christian faith without erecting a chair of infallibility 
which would lead us back to the Church of Rome. 


“Neither can it be made to appear that the gospel needs any such civil aid. We rather 
conceive that when our blessed Saviour declares his kingdom is not of this world he 
renounces all dependence upon State power; and as his weapons are spiritual, and were 
only designed to have influence upon the judgment and heart of man, we are persuaded 
that if mankind were left in quiet possession of their unalienable rights and privileges, 
Christianity, as in the days of the apostles, would continue to prevail and flourish in 
the greatest purity by its own native excellence and under the all disposing providence 


ola God 


“We would humbly represent that only the proper objects of civil government are the 
happiness and protection of men in the present state of existence, the security of the 
life, liberty, and property of the citizens, and to restrain the vicious and encourage 
the virtuous by wholesome laws equally extending to every individual; but that the duty 
which we owe our Creator and the manner of discharging it can only be directed by 
reason and conviction, and is nowhere cognizable but at the bribunal of the Universal 


Judge. 


“Therefore we ask no ecclesiastical establishments for ourselves, neither can we approve 
of them when granted to others. This indeed would give exclusive or separate emolu- 
ments or privileges to one set (or sect) of men without any special public services, to 
the common reproach and injury of every other denomination. And for the reasons. 
recited we are induced earnestly to entreat that all laws now in force in the Common- 
wealth which countenance religious domination may be speedily repealed; that all of 
every religious sect may be protected in the full exercise of their several modes of worship, 
and Scvgtee from all taxes for the support of any church whatsoever, further than 
what may be agreeable to their own private choice or voluntary obligation. This being 
done, all partial and invidious distinctions will be abolished, to ae great honor tri 
interest of the State, and every one be ieft to stand or fall according to merit, which 
can never be the case so long as one denomination is established in preference to others.” 


“That the great Sovereign of the Universe may inspire you with unanimity, wisdom, and 
resolution, and bring you to a just determination on all the important concerns before 
you, is the fervent prayer of your memorialists. 


“Signed by order of the Presbytery. 


“John Todd, Moderator. 
“Caleb Wallace, P. Clerk.”* 


The Versailles cemetery is the guardian of no dust more sacred than that 


of Caleb Wallace. 


*Life and Times of Judge Caleb Wallace by William H. Whitsitt, Pages 48-49. 
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